
By Mike MonahanARCOLA–Jackson Miller, a6-3 junior, scored a career-high 30 points as the Arcolaboys’ basketball team cruisespast Arthur Christian Friday atNancy Stiff Gymnasium 53-29.Arthur Christian entered thegame at 19-11. On the last day of JanuaryArcola picked up a LincolnPrairie Conference victoryover Tri-County, a teamcoached by Nate Logan, anArcola graduate (class of1995) 58-48. Arcola entered Tuesday’sconference home gameagainst Argenta-Oreana with a13-11 record and a four-gamewinning streak. The PurpleRiders, 3-3 in the LPC,  travelto Cumberland Friday foranother LPC contest. 
Arcola 53, Arthur
Christian 29Arcola and the ConqueringRiders had a close game goingin the first half as the PurpleRiders, who took a lead theywould never relinquish with1:26 left in the opening quar-ter on a 3-pointer by GerardoAlanis for a 9-7 advantage, led17-12 with 3:08 remaining inthe half. That is when Arcola reeledoff the final seven points of thehalf, with five points by Millerand two by Braden Phillips.The Purple Riders doubled thescore on Arthur Chrisitan, aprivate non-IHSA school(approved by the IHSA thoughnot a member) leading 24-12at the break. “We stress winning twosegments; the first two andthe last two of each quarter,”said Arcola coach GregGisinger. “Those are kind ofthe momentum times too. Wetry and start and finish quar-ters strong. I thought we did agood job of that tonight. Weexecuted under a minute get-ting one shot and getting aplay that we liked and makingit pay off. We just try and putguys in position so that theycan be successful. Having thelead at 12 was nice because itgives you a double digit leavea little room for error if youneed it, especially with ayoung team. Closing the halfout like that was huge for usand for momentum and tomake them try and makeadjustments at halftime thatthey maybe didn’t want to do.”Arthur Christian lost to Tri-County 52-46 earlier in theseason and to Tuscola 80-66.The 29 points was the season-low for the Conquering Riders.The previous low was 41 in a45-41 loss to Tri-Valley. “The defense played reallywell,” said Arcola’s Braden

Phillips. “That team scores inthe mid 50’s (averaged 54.8prior to the game) and weheld them to 29. Offensively athalftime we talked about get-ting more into our offense andnot taking shots early. Oncewe did that we got what wewanted like down low andpick and pops. We take pridein our defense and I thinkArcola has also been especial-ly since coach Gisinger gothere; defense first he says. Wewere locked in and focused ondefense, which has been ourfocal point as a team.”Miller came out in the sec-

ond half and sank threestraight 3-pointers and sud-denly it was not a close gameanymore as Arcola led 33-12with 6:37 left in the third. “We actually ran our firstplay to start the second halffor Gerardo for a jump shotand they helped (on defense)which gave Jackson an openthree and he made it,” saidGisinger. “We thought, ‘okay,Jackson makes one, he mightmake 4 or 5 in a row’ Then wejust kept running plays forJackson and he kept gettingopen looks and kept makingthem.”

Miler, who had sevenpoints at halftime, was 7-of-10from the field, including 4-of-6from 3-point range in his 18(of 21)  point third quarterand Arcola expanded its leadto 45-23 heading into thefourth quarter. “You talk about being self-less; you know Jackson washot, but I think that Jacksonwould even tell you that he isplaying defense at a prettyhigh level. He is rebounding ata pretty high level althoughthere are not a lot of reboundsto get out there with Phillipsclearing the glass (13rebounds), but he is still get-ting rebounds and doing thelittle things well. When he isnot scoring he is doing thingsto keep him involved in thegame. Whereas in the past ifhe would not score in the firsthalf he would kind of disap-pear. He is scoring inside now.The 3’s are awesome andeveryone remembers those,but he has also probably had 6to 8 points in the paint off put-backs and post-ups.”Through three quartersArcola held Arthur Chrisiianto 6-of-34 shooting from thefield (.176) and theConquering Riders were 4-of-26 from beyond the 3-pointline (.154). They are a teamthat shoots 27 percent fromthe three-point line andshoots an average of 23 pergame. Alanis was also in doubledigits with 13, including 10 inthe first half. “Alanis is a true pointguard,” said Gisinger. “We playfive guys most of the time andwe were selfless. They don’tcare who it is that scores.Gerardo had 10 at half and hecould have had a total of 30tonight maybe. I thought itwas Gerardo’s best game ofthe season because they pres-sured him hard. Theyswitched ball screens on himand trapped him some in theball screen. He really did agood job of handling that pres-sure which he wasn’t doing atthe start of the year. I was

really proud of him for being atrue point guard tonight.”Arthur Christian was led inscoring by Jaden Mast with 10points. “We are playing our bestbasketball right now,” saidPhillips. “Four in a row feelsgood as we go down thestretch into the regionals.”Gisinger agreed saying,‘These guys know their rolesand they know what they are

good at. They know theirstrengths and weaknesses andthey are using that to playpretty dang good basketballright now.”
Arcola 58 
Tri-County 48Tri-County only led 4-3 and6-5 with Arcola taking the

Arcola boys on four-game winning streak
Miller scores 30 in 53-29 win over Arthur Christian
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ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll - Junior gerardo Alanis (2) appears to be
fouled in the varsity game played at Arcola on Jan. 31.  The Purple riders defeated Tri-
county 58-48 in a lincoln Prairie conference game.  Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll - sophomore Braden Phillips (10) attempts
to make a basket but meets some resistance in the second half of the varsity game played
at Arcola on Feb. 3. Arcola defeated Arthur okaw christian 53-29.  Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll -
sophomore Jackson Miller (14) scored 30 points in the var-
sity game played at Arcola on Feb. 3, with twenty-three of
those points coming in the second half. The Purple riders
defeated Arthur okaw christian 53-29. Photo by Nancy
Rairden.
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