
100 Years ago
Feb. 8, 1923• Al Brown reports a ewe athis farm presented him withfour fine young lambs Sundayevening. The lambs are allabout the same size and fineand healthy. Coming in quar-tets is a rare occurrence in thesheep family. Al has 13 chil-dren himself. • One of the most pleasantand largest attended meetingsof the Westminster Societywas held at the home of Mrs.Henry Moore last Tuesdayafternoon when the hostessassisted by Mrs. ClarenceCoombe and Mrs. CarterHayes entertained at aValentine Party. The guestswere received by two littlepages, Elizabeth Ann Ewingand Richard Ries Smithdressed as Valentines. • Mr. and Mrs. Rice J. Mooreentertained the members ofthe Presbyterian choir at a sixo’clock dinner last Fridayevening. Those present wereMr. and Mrs. A. G. Hinkle andson Garland, Mr. and Mrs.James Breedlove, Mr. and Mrs.Glenn Smith, Mrs. Cora Heeb,Miss Bertha G. Holt and Mrs.M.F. Crews. Following dinnerthe evening was pleasantlyspent in guessing contests andgames. • Arcola’s basketball teamwon one game in the DouglasCounty Tournament beatingHindsboro. They were elimi-nated with a 24 to 23 overtimeloss to Garrett. • Macbeth, a la Mode, willbe given by the junior Englishclass of the Arcola High Schoolat the high school auditoriumthis evening at 8 o’clock.Participants in the play areFrancis Conners, CharlesBrooks, Ray Blackwell, LeroyPicard, Charles Sears, GlennBlack, Roy Brooks, Agnes Lins,Helen Karga, BerniceMcTaggart, Ruth Lozier,Pauline Pfeifer, MarthaMcCain and Dorothy Rodell. 
50 Years ago
Feb. 8, 1973• A group composed of localcitizens has been formed toinform voters in the ArcolaSchool District about the pro-posed remodeling and con-struction plans for the school.The citizens group first met onJan 24 to hear details of theproject, as explained by schoolsuperintendent John Lowey.Heading the information com-mittee are Jim Clark and DaveUphoff, who also serve as co-chairmen of the CitizensAdvisory Committee,DaleGardner, president of theArcola School Board andLowey. • A small farm communityin the United States is verymuch the same as a similarcommunity in the SovietUnion according to one of thetwo Russian poets who werevisitors last Thursday. Thegroup, which included the twopoets, Michail Lukonin andSergei Narcovchatov wasgreeted by the Arcola HighSchool Band when theyarrived in Arcola at the FirstNational Bank. Following a tour of thebank, the viewed the opera-tions at the Thomas MonahanCompany and the WarrenBros. Broom Factory. Lukoninwas able to roll a strike on thebowling alleys at the Embassybefore the group visited theRobert E. Coombe farm westof Arcola and made a tour ofthe Robert C. Coombe homeon route 133. They were served an Amishmeal at the Edna Miller homewest of Arthur, which was fol-lowed by a visit to the ArthurCollar shop and a visit to OldBagdad at Rockome Gardens.The poets were able to masterthe reins of an Amish buggywhen they made a solo jour-ney on the Danny Miller farm. The group visited anEnglish class at Arcola highSchool where Lukonin recitedone of his poems through the

interpreter and told the groupthat small communities werecloser to the earth than bigcities. • Michael Martin and JohnHuffer were present at the citycouncil meeting with regardto an application for a liquorlicense for their proposedmotel to be located near the I-57 interchange. The two,together with JackZimmerman plan to constructa motel restaurant complexwhich would contain a 60-unitmotel, a tasty-world family-type restaurant and also a sep-arate lounge and restaurant tobe called Nights Out. Theliquor license was amended tocreate another license so thatthe application could be con-sidered at a later date. • Arcola’s Chamber ofCommerce will entertain thearea’s farmers at 6:30 p.m. onMonday night Feb. 19, at theannual Farmer’s night dinnerat the Kaskaskia Country Club.The speaker for the event willbe Dick Jorgensen fromChampaign. Jorgensen is vicepresident of the First NationalBank of Champaign as well asserving as an official for theNational Football League forthe past five years and is a ver-satile speaker. • Dean Orville G. Bentley,University of Illinois College ofAgriculture, presentedplaques to six people whohave attended all but one ofthe 25 annual Custom SprayOperators Training Schools.One plaque was presented toLeslie Gilbert of Gilbert FlyingService, Arcola. 
25  years ago
Feb. 16,, 1998• While keeping the weight-ed grade system in place, theArcola School Board tooksteps at its meeting Mondaynight that is intended to placemore emphasis on a student’sletter grade. The school boardunanimously approved theelimination of the multiplier,which has been an incentivefor students to take more thanthe required number of class-es to improve their gradepoint average and their classrank. The committee listed 14reasons why they felt the mul-tiplier should be eliminated. • An expansion that willnearly double the squarefootage of an Arcola businessis expected to be completedsometime this spring.Construction on a buildingaddition at Country Charm,which is located on Illinois133 in Arcola, is well under-way and store managersRoger and Sue Yoder are hope-ful the 6,400 square-footstructure will be ready for useby April.  Yoder said with theaddition they will be able touse it as a showroom for bed-room furniture, entertainmentcenters and living room furni-ture. • The Rev. Joseph P. Allenbegan his appointment withSt. John the Baptist CatholicChurch in Arcola, Saturday,February 7. • For the third time this

season, Arcola senior JeremyBlackwell hit the game win-ning shot. This time it was a17-footer in overtime as thePurple Riders nipped theIndians of Niantic-Harristown55-53 Friday in Niantic.  BradPullen had 20 and KeithSargent 11 in the win.However, Arcola lost to Shiloh67-60 despite Matt Williamsscoring 11 points in his firststart. Pullen led with 19points. Arcola is 15-8 overalland 5-3 in the Little OkawValley Conference. • Nicole Foran had a team-high 14 points, CourtneyHackler added 13 and LindseyYoder 11 as Arcola edgedTuscola on the Lady WarriorsSenior Night 48-47. The win-ning basket came on a 12-foot-er by Foran with just under aminute left. Arcola won itsown Senior Night, downingShiloh 69-37 as Angie Yoderhad 17 points and Hackler 12.Arocla won its opening gameof the regional tournamentbeating Atwood-Hammond49-8  as Yoder had 10 points.Arcola coach Nancy Stiff washonored for her 25 years ashead coach prior to the Shilohgame. 
10 years ago
Feb. 17, 2013• The Arcola Masonic Lodgehas received official go-aheadfrom the Arcola City Council toproceed with plans to build acommunity center on LocustStreet. The 152-year-oldorganization has met in aplace above the formerLindenmeyer Insuranceoffices on Main Street sinceThe Great Depression, butstructural issues with thebuilding prompted theMasonic Lodge to approachthe city council about utilizingthe vacant lot at 111 S. LocustStreet, formerly the IllinoisAmish Interpretive Center, tobuild a facility that wouldserve the dual-purpose of

being a meeting place for theMasons while also serving theneeds of the community.  TheMasons would develop abuilding project estimated atbetween $250,000 ($318,510.50 today) and $300,000($382, 212.60 today) on theproperty. • Best friends PaulineLawrence and ImogeneThompson were presentedwith Honorary ‘A’ awards bythe Arcola Sports Booster ClubFriday against Heritage. KevinHohlbauch, public addressannouncer, said Lawrence andThompson have been two ofthe most recognizable faces atthe school since the middle ofthe 20th century. Thompsonstarted working for the schoolas an office secretary in 1957.After four years in the gradeschool she moved to the highschool office, where sheremained until retiring in1986 after 29 years of service. Lawrence started workingwith the Arcola School Districtin the superintendent’s officein 1956.  Then in the 1970s,she took on the job as tickettaker for all sporting events.After returning from her jobsas secretary and ticket takerin 1986, Lawrence took on the

role as school treasurer whichshe held until 2009. A total of52 years of service at Arcola. • January 20-26 markedActivity Professionals Week atArcola Health Care Center.This year’s theme was ‘Makinga Difference Every Day.”Marylyn Jones, activity assis-tant, and Jamie Ferguson,activity director, were pic-tured in the R-H with theirgifts of appreciation. • Amber Michele Rothrockand Justin Michael Recchionwere united in marriageAugust 11, 2012, at PeachtreeRoad United Methodist Churchin Atlanta, Ga. The Rev. KarlaOtroszko officiated the dou-ble-ring ceremony and areception was held at theGreystone venue in Atlanta’sPiedmont Park. The new Mrs.Recchion is the daughter ofRandy and Cindi Rothrock ofArcola. She is a 2000 graduateof Arcola High School and a2004 graduate of theUniversity of Illinois atUrbana-Champaign. She worksas a senior manager of report-ing for Manheim in Atlanta, Ga. The bridegroom is the sonof Ray and Mary Reechion ofMooresville, N.C. He is a 2001graduate of Mooresville High

School in Mooresville, N. C. , a2005 graduate of NorthCarolina State University inRaleigh, N. C. and earned hisMBA in 2012 from GeorgiaTech in Atlanta, Ga. After awedding trip to Tahiti andMoorea in French Polynesiathe couple are at home inAtlanta, Ga. with their goldenretriever , Bailey. • The Arcola eighth gradeboys basketball team reachedthe coveted 20th victory markand captured a regional cham-pionship in the same game.With a 46-29 win over Oblongin the Effingham St. AnthonyClass 8-2A Regional champi-onship game last Thursday asthe Purple Riders improved to20-0 heading into their sec-tional matchup Wednesday. Members of the team areParker Ingram, Clayton Miller,Daniel Mendoza, Javi Alanis,Blake Lindenmeyer, ValenteGarcia, Kenyon Byard, AaronDudley, Dylan Shields, CristianGarza, Nick Poorman, TonySalinas, Angel De La Garza andLawrence Yoder. The teammanager is KayLeeHohlbauch. The assistantcoach is Cory Joergens and thehead coach is KevinHohlbauch. 
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THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MUSEUM posted this photo to the Remembering Arcola Facebook page. It’s the William Marshall
Gray family (1851-1933) of Arcola in 1913 showing off their new Overland touring car. The family lived at the northeast
corner of Rt. 133 and Elm Street in Arcola. The museum writes: “The women aren't labeled, but may include mother Ellen
Caroline Warden Gray (1852-1927), sister Maude Gray Nott (1875-1962), and Ina L. Rabb Gray (1885-1917), whom the
brother Clifford married in 1913.

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Breakfast & Lunch Specials 
February 9th to February 15th

OPEN 5:30 AM- 3:00 PM EVERY DAY

BREAKFASTSERVEDALL DAY!

HEN HOUSE
RESTAURANT & GIFT SHOP
“GOOD HOME COOKIN”

SAT.
11th

SUN.
12th

MON.
13th

TUE.
14th

WED.
15th

FRI.
10th

   THU.
9th

BREAKFAST - 2 Eggs, Hashbrowns, 1/2 Order Biscuits & Gravy $6.55
LUNCH - Meatloaf Dinner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
BREAKFAST - 2 Eggs, 2 Bacon, 1/2 Order Biscuits & Gravy  .$6.55
LUNCH -  “All You Can Eat” Fish or Popcorn Shrimp  . . . . .$9.55
BREAKFAST - Country Fried Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
LUNCH - BBQ Ribs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
BREAKFAST - Breakfast Casserole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
LUNCH - “All You Can Eat” Fried Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.95
BREAKFAST - 2 Pancakes, 2 Patties & Coffee  . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
LUNCH - Ham and Beans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
BREAKFAST - Mini Country Boy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6.55
LUNCH - Chef’s Choice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$?.??
BREAKFAST - Silver Dollar Pancakes, 2 Eggs, 2 Bacon  . .$6.55
LUNCH - Italian Beef  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.95

CHECK OUT

OUR DAILY

SPECIALS!

TUESDAY., FEBRUARY 14 - JOIN US ON VALENTINES DAY
LUNCH SPECIAL 

6 oz. New York Strip or 5 oz. Ribeye, 4 Butterfly Shrimp,
Baked Potato, Vegetable & Roll

For Take Out Orders Call 217-268-3712


