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By Mike MonahanCHAMPAIGN – The Arcolaeighth grade boys’ basketballseason came to an end Feb. 1in the championship game ofthe St. Matthew Class 2Aregional, but not without afight. The Purple Riders trialed28-14 at halftime as theRaiders outscored Arcola 12-5in the second quarter, includ-ing a 7-0 run. Arcolaoutscored St. Matthew 7-2 in

the third to make it 30-21 andArcola made it 30-24 as thefinal quarter began with a 3-pointer by Brody Phillips. St.Matthew ended the PurpleRiders 10-2 run with a basket.There was no more scoring for2:30 when Phillips had athree-point play to make 32-27 with still 2:14 remaining.The two teams traded 3-point-ers before the Raiders wentup 38-32 with 21.4 left andthey went on to win by five. 

“St. Matthews is a solidteam,” said Arcola coachRandy Swartz. “The first halfhurt us. We got it down to five(on three different occasions),but could not finish.”Arcola, a team that was 1-4at one time, finished 15-8 andwon the Junior High OkawConference Tournament. “We had a nice season andbeat every team in our confer-ence,” said Swartz. Phillips led Arcola with 22

points, including four 3-point-ers and nine points in the finalquarter. Arcola lost to St. Matthew33-14 earlier in the season fora 14-point turn around.Arcola’s longest winningstreak of the season was sixgames. 
Arcola                     9           5         7  13–34
St. Matthew           16         12        2    9–39

ARCOLA; Evan Rardin 1-2-4, Eduardo
Garcia 0-0-0, Brody Phillips 7-4-22, A.J.
Stevens 0-0-0, Remi Roberts-McGeehon 3-
1-8, Carson Jewell 0-0-0, Totals 11-7-34

3-point goals: Arcola 5 (Phillips 4,

Roberts-McGeehon 1)

Arcola volleyball
eighth grade 
wins first matchARCOLA – The Arcolaeighth grade volleyball teamwon its first match of the sea-son on Eighth Grade Nightbeating Sangamon Valley instraight sets, 25-18, 25-18 toimprove to 1-6. Prior to that Arcola fell to

Villa Grove in three sets 25-21, 25-27, 25-7 and to Shiloh25-9 25-18. The seventh grade lost allthree matches falling to VillaGrove 25-12, 25-17; Shiloh25-7, 25-10 and SangamonValley 25-11, 25-17. The seventh grade fell to 0-7. The two teams compete inthe Junior High OkawConference Tournament start-ing Saturday at Cerro Gordo. 

Arocla eighth grade boy’s rally falls short in regional
championship; eighth grade volleyball wins first match

SPORTS

more after Condill drilled a 3-pointer for a 44-32 advantage. Arcola’s man-to-mandefense held Arthur to just 1of its  first 12 field goals(.083) shooting in the first10:45. This caused coachCondill to get away from run-ning a half-court offense. “We were struggling in ourhalf court with our man, whichhappens sometimes,” saidCondill. “Arcola is tough. Theyhave got a lot of length outthere and a lot of quickness.We thought’ let’s get into ourtransition and score earlybecause then we don’t have toset anything up.’ That was themeans to an end because ourhalf court was so stagnant. Itdid speed things up and it gotus moving. We are alwaystalking about ball movementand player movement so thatjust naturally gets that going.We made some really goodpasses and were able to getsome baskets after we started

really cold.”In the final 21:15 theKnights were 13-of-26. Arcola entered the gameshooting 25 percent fromthree-point range,, but went1-of-16 (..063)The Lady Riders did use apress in the second half, butwere unable to get manyturnovers off of it. Kacie Sisk led Arocla with20 points and seven rebounds. “Games like this are goodfor us,” said Roberts. We havetwo days of practice and getNeoga (No. 8 in Class 1A). “Itgets us ready for the postsea-son as long as we learn from itand continue to practice hardand get better.”Arthur, 18-9, had two play-ers with double-doubles asSeal had a team-high 17 pointsand 10 rebounds, whileCondill had 16 points and 14rebounds. Otto was also indouble digits with 13 points. “We shot well from the freethrow line, but it was notenough,” said Roberts whoseteam was 11-for-14 (.786), a

season-best. “You can’t put ateam like that at the freethrow line that many times.”
Junior varsityArcola battled Arthur in aclose game before falling 32-28. The Lady Riders trailed21-12 at the half and tied thegame on several occasions inthe fourth. Crystal Ramierz leda balanced scoring attack witheight points. In two eight minute run-ning clock periods Arcola’sHayden Gauna scored eightpoints in a 14-12 victory overCumberland. 

Varsity
ALAH                      9          17       15 10–51
Arcola                    12          8        12   6–38

ARCOLA: Eva Hopkins 0-2-2 Jacey
Kessler 2-2-6, Kesley Moore 1-1-4,
Mackenzie Thomas 1-2-4, Kacie Sisk 8-4-20,
Reyli Vega 1-0-2, Crystal Ramirez 0-0-0,
Vanessa Condarco 0-0-0, Emma Vazquez 0-
0-0, Totals 13-11-48

3-point goals: Arcola 1-16 .063 (Moore
1-6, Kessler 0-6, Vega 0-2, Hopkins 0-2),
Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond 1-5
.200 (Charley Condill 1-1, Kailee Otto 0-2,
Clarie Seal 0-1, Kaci Beachy 0-1).
Rebounds: Arcola 24 (Sisk 7), Arthur-
Lovington-Atwood-Hammond 36 (Condill 14,
Seal 10). Free throws: Arcola 11-14.786,

Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond 23-28
.821. Bench points: Arcola 2, Arthur-
Lovington-Atwood-Hammond 0. Turnovers:
Arcola 10, Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-
Hammond 12. Field goal Shooting: Arcola
13-45 .289, Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-
Hammond 14-39 359.
Arcola                     9          13       11 10–43
Cumberland           5           6         2    5–18

ARCOLA: Hopkins 4-0-10, Kessler 0-1-
1, Moore 2-2-6, Thomas 7-0-14, Sisk 3-0-6,
Vega 2-1-5, Alessia Menoud 0-0-0,
Condarco 0-1-1, Vazquez 0-0-0, Ava
Simpson 0-0-0, Totals 18-5-43

3-point goals: Arcola 2-9 .222 (Hopkins
2-2, Kessler 0-1, Moore 0-2, Vega 0-3, Sisk
0-1), Cumberland 2-7 .286 (Abbie Becker 2-
5, Katelyn Shoemaker 0-1, Isabel Martinez
0-1). Rebounds: Arcola 22 (Sisk 9),
Cumberland 24 (Paige Dittamore 9). Free
throws: Arcola 5-7 .714, Cumberland 2-6
.333. Bench points: Arcola 6, Cumberland 0.
Turnovers: Arcola 11, Cumberland 22. Field
goal Shooting: Arcola 18-44 (.409),
Cumberland 7-29 (.241). 

Junior varsity
ALAH                      9          12        4    7–32
Arcola                     4           8         8    8–28

ARCOLA: Ramirez 4-0-8, Ema Simpson
2-2-6, Ava Simpson 3-0-6, Hayden Gauna 3-
0-6, Shelby Roberts-McGeehon 1-0-2, Totals
13-2-28

3-point goals: Arcola 0
Arcola                                            4  10–14
Cumberland                                  5    7–12

ARCOLA: Gauna 4-0-8, Ava Simpson 1-
0-3, Ramirez 0-1-1, Ema Simpson 1-0-2,
Totals 6-1-14

3-point goals: Arocla 1 (Ava Simpson 1)

Girls
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lead for good on a 3-pointerby Alanis. The only tie of thegame was at eight. That iswhen the Purple Riders used a14-0 run over a span of 5:29 totake a 22-8 advantage midwaythrough the second quarter. Phillips had seven pointsduring the run, including thefirst basket of the scoringspurt and a three-point play,while Miller had four andAlanis three. The Titans, who fell to 5-19overall and 1-4 in the LPC,made their first basket innearly eight minutes on a 3-pointer by Tyler Hutchinson. Arcola led 28-16 at half-time as the Titans in the first13:19 were just 2-of-13 (.154)

from the field, while thePurple Riders were 11-of-23(.478) from the field. The Titans cut the leaddown to seven on three occa-sions in the third as Gaige Coxhad eight points, including abucket with 1:33 remaining inthe quarter to make it 36-29. Arcola scored sevenstraight points, including a 3-pointer by Alanis. Arcola ledby the same margin they didat half, 12. The Purple Riders led by 17three different times in thefourth, including 50-33 with4:33 remaining. However, Tri-County pulled to within nineon a 10-2 run. A 3-pointer byCarter Phillips with two min-utes left made it 53-44. Millerscored three straight points inthe next 1:05 to ice the victory

for Arcola. The Purple Riders hadthree players in double digitswith Miller scoring a team-high 18 followed closely byPhillips and Alanis with 17. The Titans were led by Coxwith 22 and Braxton Bucklerwith 10. 
Junior varsityThe junior varsity fell toTri-County 61-25 as HarisMayhal had a team-high 11.The Arthur Chirstian gamewent into two 3:30 overtimeperiods with the ConqueringRiders winning 38-35 despite11 points by Aiden Smith forAHS. 
FreshmenArcola participated in a

freshman tournament atHeritage and went 1-1 beatingTri-County 51-29 with AidenSmith leading a balanced scor-ing attack with 13 points. ThePurple Riders lost to Heritage44-21 with Smith scoringseven points. 
Varsity

Arthur Christian    7           5         9    8–29
Arcola                    10         14       21   8–53

ARCOLA: Ryan Lindstrom 0-0-0,
Gerardo Alanis 4-2-13, Tyson Lewis 0-2-2,
Braden Phillips 3-2-8, Jackson Miller 11-4-
30, D.J. Stevens 0-0-0, Max Rardin 0-0-0,
Kaden Brawner 0-0-0, Bryan Mendoza 0-0-
0, Alan Guevera 0-0-0, Totals 18-10-53

3-point goals: Arcola 7-15 .467 (Miller 4-
10-, Alanis 3-5), Arthur Christian 4-26 .154
(Jaden Mast 2-5, Cole Gabriels 1-3, James
Lee 1-2, Kyson Pflum 0-3, Brock Helmuth 0-
3, Asa Binion 0-5, Caden Henry 0-1, Joshua
Skowronski 0-2). Free throws: Arcola 10-21
.476,  Arthur Christian 7-16 .500. Bench
points: Arcola 0, Arthur Christian 8.
Rebounds: Arcola 37 (Phillips 13), Arthur
Christian 22 (Caden Henry 6). Turnovers:
Arcola 12, Arthur Christian 19. Field goal

shooting: Arcola 18-49 (.367), Arthur
Christian 9-46 (.196).
Tri-County              8           8        15 17–48
Arcola                    12         16       15 25–58

ARCOLA: Lindstrom 1-0-2, Alanis 6-3-
17, Lewis 1-2-4, Phillips 7-3-17, Miller 6-5-
18, Mendoza 0-0-0, Totals 21-13-58

3-point goals: Arcola 3-10 (.300) (Alanis
2-3, Miller 1-6, Lindstrom 0-1), Tri-County 5-
8 .625 (Gaige Cox 1-1, Jacob Smith 1-3,
Carter Phillips 1-1,Tyler Hutchinson 2-3).
Free throws: Arcola 13-24 .542, Tri-County
11-18 .611. Bench points: Arcola 0, Tri-
County 8. Rebounds: Arcola 28 (Lewis,
Philips 6), Tri-County 25 (Braxton Buckler 8).
Turnovers: Arocla 13, Tri-County 12. Field
goal shooting: Arcola 21-47 .489, Tri-County
14-40 .350. 

Junior varsity
Arthur Christian     10  10   6     5    1 6–38
Arcola                      6    3   10   12   1 3–35

ARCOLA: Guevara 1-0-2, Aiden Smith
3-4-11, Rardin 0-0-0,Haris Mayhal 2-4-9,
Mendoza 3-0-6, Stevens 3-0-7, Aiden Myers
0-0-0, Totals 12-8-35

3-point goals: Arcola 4 (Mayhal 2,
Stevens 1, Smith 1)

Tri-County             15         13       16 17–61
Arcola                     1          10        7    7–25

ARCOLA: Guevara 0-0-0, Stevens 0-0-
0, Canton Wesch 0-0-0, Smith 1-1-3, Max
Rardin 0-0-0, Anthony Lira 0-0-0, Mayhal 3-
2-11, Mendoza 3-2-8, Myers 1-0-3, Totals 8-
5-25

3-point goals: Arcola 4 (Mayhal 3, Myers
1). 

Freshmen
Arcola                    11         12        9  19–51
Tri-County              9           5         8    7–29

ARCOLA: Guevara 1-0-3, Stevens 4-0-
8, Smith 6-1-13, Mayhal 3-0-9, Mendoza 4-1-
9, Rardin 2-0-6, Lira 1-0-3, Myers 0-0-0,
Totals 21-2-51

3-point goals: Arcola 7 (Mayhal 3, Rardin
2, Lira 1, Guevara 1)
Arcola                     4           6         8    3–21
Heritage                 14         12       12   6–44

ARCOLA:Guevara 1-1-3, Stevens 1-0-2,
Smith 2-3-7, Mayhal 1-0-3, Mendoza 1-1-3,
Lira 0-0-0, Rardin 1-0-3, Myers 0-0-0, Totals
7-5-21

3-point goals: Arcola 2 (Rardin 1, Mayhal
1)

Boys
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ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll - Junior
Tyson lewis (5) stretches out to make the shot in a varsity
game played at Arcola on Jan. 31.  The Purple riders
defeated Tri-county 58-48 in a lincoln Prairie conference
game.  Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll -
sophomore Alan guevara (15) works his way through the
defenders in a varsity game played at Arcola on Feb. 3.
Arcola defeated Arthur okaw christian 53-29.  Photo by
Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll -
sophomore Bryan Mendoza (34) goes in for a basket in a
junior varsity game played at Arcola on Jan. 31.  The Purple
riders lost to Tri-county 61-25.  Photo by Nancy Rairden.


