
To introduce local studentsto a variety of career and occu-pational choices, approxi-mately 2,000 8th grade stu-dents will assemble in theLake Land College Field Houseon Thursday, March 30 andFriday, March 31 for the 31stannual 8th Grade CareerConference. The Arcola schooldistrict is participating.Together, Lake LandCollege and Eastern IllinoisEducation For EmploymentSystem 340 will co-sponsorthe annual 8th Grade CareerConference, an event in whichmore than 60,000 studentshave participated over theyears.The Career Conference will

provide participants careerexploration through commu-nication and contact withmany local professionals rep-resenting sixteen career clus-ters, or employmentfields. Students also have theopportunity to be motivatedand enthused by BrooksHarper, author of 7 Skills toMake Mill$ and Why ShouldWe Hire YOU? “Best practices show usthat career exploration muststart in middle school,”explains Courtney Conlin,Event Coordinator of EasternIllinois Education ForEmployment System 340. “Forstudents who have that oppor-tunity, research shows thatstudents are more likely tograduate college or reach asuccessful career. We hope byhosting an event like this, thatwe can connect students withbusinesses in their local com-munities."“The wonderful thing aboutthis conference is how it bene-fits everyone. The studentshave this fun experience to gettheir career questionsanswered and local business-es have the early advantage toguide their future talents onthe right path. The businesspartners who participate thisyear may see these same facesagain in interviews six to eightyears from now. It’s an excit-ing and valuable event,” saidJamie Corda Hadjaoui,Director of WorkforceInvestment/LWIA 23 at LakeLand College.
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OBITUARIES
William Smith IVWilliam Henry “Bill” SmithIV died Monday, January 30,2023, in his home in Plainfield.Bill was born in June duringan extreme heat wave in afarmhouse without electricitynear Humboldt, to Lois MoyerSmith and William HenrySmith III. The family moved toArcola when he was a toddler.He married Elizabeth Fisher,MD, of Indianapolis, Ind., inIndianapolis. They settled inChicago. He is survived by hiswife, Elizabeth; five nieces;two nephews; and 16 greatnieces and nephews. His par-ents and his brother, Robert E.Smith, DDS; preceded him indeath. There were no children.Bill graduated from ArcolaHigh School. He received aBachelor of Science degree inMechanical Engineering fromthe University of Illinois andwas employed at GoodyearAircraft in Akron, Ohio. Hewas inducted into the Armyand served in the UnitedStates Army Reserve. Heenrolled at the MassachusettsInstitute of Technology andearned a Master of Sciencedegree in IndustrialManagement. Bill then went toOttawa, where he was plantengineer for Union Carbide.His next job was in Beloit,Wis., at the Beloit Corporation.He joined the Institute of GasTechnology in Chicago, trans-ferred to a subsidiary, GasDevelopments Corporation,subsequently known as GDC;where he served as VicePresident of InternationalConsulting until his retire-ment. In the course of hiscareer at GDC, Bill resided inLa Paz, Bolivia, for 8 months,consulting on natural gasmanagement with theBolivian authorities. He wasinstrumental in establishing aschool to train residents ofAbu Dhabi in oil refinery oper-ation. He continued to beinvolved in recruitmentof staff, development of cur-riculum, and ongoing opera-tional affairs at the school,

traveling to Abu Dhabi numer-ous times. His career also tookhim to many internationaldestinations in Asia, Africa,Europe, South America, thePhilippines, and Indonesia.He was a member of theChicago Yacht Club and theClearwater Yacht Club inFlorida. His interests includedsailing on Lake Michigan,boating, fishing, traveling, andbirding. He and his wifeenjoyed international travel aswell as multiple trips toHawaii and Alaska. They madeannual trips to Ontario,Canada, with family andfriends to fish for walleye. TheSmiths moved from Chicago toWestern Springs, thenPlainfield. After retirementthey began spending wintersin Belleview, Fla., recentlyreturning to Plainfield full-time. Although he neverreturned to Arcola to live, hemaintained strong ties to thetown and owned farmland inthe area. He frequentlyexpressed his fond memoriesand love for Arcola.He will be greatly missedby all who knew him. Privateservices will be held at a laterdate.  The Edwards FuneralHome is assisting the family.Please make any memorialgifts in Bill's memory to theArcola Foundation, P.O. Box100, Arcola, IL 61910, or goto arcolafoundation.org.
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height at maximum tilt, thecompany said. The noise pro-duced by power inverters isabout the same volume as awashing machine, accordingto the application, and will notbe heard beyond the projectboundary. There is no soundproduced at night.Construction will take up to18 months. Once operational,it will be monitored remotelyand will not require on-sitemanning beyond mowing. There is a decommission-ing plan for when the solarfarm reaches its life expectan-cy or if the land lease is termi-nated. The company said itwill provide a bond or letter ofcredit and plans to fund thedecommissioning 10% at theend of the first year of opera-tion, 50% at the end of year 6,and 100% at the end of year11. The plan includes remov-ing all equipment to a depth offive feet or more. Partridge Solar was regis-tered with the state Feb. 1 andis owned by Cultivate Power,LLC, also of San Francisco,Calif. The two companies listoffices in Chicago andSpringfield. Managers of bothcompanies are Brian Mattay ofSan Francisco, Calif., and NoahHyte of Los Angeles, Calif.Cultivate Power was regis-tered in Illinois a year ago, butthe company’s applicationstates that its team has 35years of experience develop-ing and financing solar proj-ects.While the farm is outsidethe city limits, CityAdministrator Bill Wagonersaid the city has jurisdictionfor a 1.5 mile radius. He notedthat the county does not have

zoning. The fee paid to the citywas $45.In other business Monday,the City Council approved twoitems relating to the Libmantruck route. One of the itemsrelated to state grants whilethe other expanded the truckroute following completion ofwork.In committee, the engineer-ing firm of Milano andGrunloh was recommendedfor Main Street grant project.Wagoner said another firmfrom the Chicago area alsosubmitted a proposal. Milanoand Grunloh are in Effinghamand has worked with the citypreviously.Alderman Jose Becerraasked about the cost differ-ence between the two compa-nies. Wagoner said therequest for qualifications doesnot include pricing but specu-lated that the Effingham com-pany would bill at a lowerrate. An honorary street sign forCurtis and Doris Atteberryalso was approved in commit-tee for the corner of Oak andWashington streets. The signwas requested by SharilynKibler.No action was taken on aprevious proposal fromArcola high school seniorKarina Warfel, who wants tosee a Mexican-inspired plazaon the former MetropolitanBlock. It was reported that PatMonahan also is “working onsomething” for that space andwill be reaching out to Warfel.Monahan reportedly has aplan for financing the project,which was not addressed inWarfel’s presentation.Also approved was a per-mit for a sign for the ArcolaPublic Library with no fee. 
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