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By Mike MonahanTOLEDO – Arcola droppedtwo Lincoln PrairieConference games, falling toCumberland last Friday, 51-43. Argenta-Oreana snappedArcola’s four-game losingstreak in a game where nei-ther team led by more thannine. The Bombers nipped thePurple Riders Feb.7 51-50. Arcola entered Tuesday’shome game against Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammondwith a 13-13 overall recordand 3-5 in the LPC, good forsixth place in the 10-team con-ference. 
Cumberland 51,
Arcola 43Arcola trailed by 12 late inthe first half when RyanLindstrom scored and JacksonMiller sank a 37-footer at thebuzzer to give them momen-tum heading into the secondhalf, down 23-16. Arcola’s Gerardo Alanisstarted the second half withthe first five points, includinga 3-pointer to make it a twopoint game. Cumberland, a school thatstarted in 1949-50 and hasover 1,000 wins in programhistory, ended Arcola’s 10-0run with a free throw and abasket by Gavin Hendrix, a 6-6

210 pound senior. The Purple Riders trailed31-27 heading into the finalperiod. Arcola started thefourth by making all threefield goals, including two 3-pointers by Alanis and a buck-et by Tyson Lewis (who hadeight points) as the PurpleRiders led for the first time,35-31 with 6;23 remaining. However, that is whatHendrix, who scored 10 in thesecond quarter, took over. Heended Arcola’s 8-0 run with athree-point play and thePirates regained the lead on abucket by Trevin Magee.Cumberland, who improved to15-12 overall and 5-3 in theLPC, had a rare four-point playas Hendrix scored and wasfouled. He missed the freethrow, but scored again for a41-35 Pirate advantage. Arcola, who played a 2-3zone in the second half,  keptfighting as Miller drained a 3-pointer, but the Purple Riderswent 1-of-5 from the field inthe last 4:20. Hendrix scored the first 14points of the quarter and hisbasket with 1:32 made it atwo-possession game, 48-43.Hendrix was 12-of-15 fromthe field and was 7-of-11 fromthe free throw line for a game-high 31 points. Alanis led Arcola with 11points, all in the second half,

including three 3-pointers. Arcola was hurt byrebounding as the Piratespulled down 26 compared to16 for Arcola.
Argenta-Oreana
51, Arcola 50The two teams met Jan. 28in the LPC tournament andArcola won 60-39. This time itwas much closer as neitherteam led by more than ninepoints. Argenta led 40-32 afterthree quarters. Miller made a3-pointer to start the fourthand a steal and layup by Alanismade it a one possessiongame, 40-37. After that Arcolatrailed by one and threepoints over the next five min-utes until 5-8 sophomoreJamario Barbee hit a 3-pointerafter a scramble for the ball tomake it 49-45 with 2:22remaining. Alanis made it 49-47 with :39 seconds left, butArgenta made it 51-47 andMiller sank a 3-pointer at thebuzzer for the one-point mar-gin. “When you coach youalways have one or two gamesa year where you just can’tquite get it going,,” said Aroclacoach Greg Gisinger. “Hats offto  them. I thought they beatus to some loose balls at somekey spots. I thought that they

adjusted their defense againstus compared to what they didlast time and they did a goodjob with that.”Braden Phillips had 16points and 12 rebounds foryet another double-double,while Alanis had 15 and Miller10. Both teams shot nearly thesame as Arcola was 21-of-53and the Bombers 21-of-55.However, the Purple Riderswere a dismal 4-of-22 frombeyond the 3-point line. “I really think we got theshots we wanted all night,”said Gisinger. “We just could-n't quite put the ball in thehole. Everytime we got to thatone or two point game itwould be a loose  ball or bro-ken play and we had been get-ting all of those loose balls Ifeel like the last couple ofweeks. A broken play and theywould make the shot. Hats offto them, they made big shotsall night.” Arcola did lead most of theopening quarter, but theBombers, coached by formerNeoga and Clinton coach ClayHauberg, started an 8-0 runwith the game tied for the sec-ond and final time at 12.Barbee scored all eight pointsfor a 20-12 lead. Arcola climbed back towithin three when Phillipsscored five straight points,

including a three-point playand a pass from Miller. A 3-pointer by Alanis made it a 3-point game, but Barbeeanswered with a 3-pointer ofhis own. Argenta led 30-23 at thehalf, making 10-of-22 from thefield compared to 12-of-31 forthe Purple Riders. Barbee finished with a sea-son-high 23 points, including16 in the first half. Arcola was outrebounded39-30. “My concern was some ofthe other guys were justassuming Phillips would getthe rebound,” said Gisinger. “Idon’t think we had five guyscrash the boards tonight. Wehad 2-3 and 1 or 2 leaked outagainst a team that is reallyathletic and they jump well.They are not really big, butthey are quick to the ball. Youcan’t leak out because thathalf step beats you. 
Junior varsityThe junior varsity also losttwo games, falling toCumberland 49-31 as D.J.Stevens led Arcola with 11points. Arcola dropped a 47-34decision to Argenta-Oreanadespite 15 from Stevens and10 from Haris Mayhal. 

Varsity
Arcola                     7           9        10 17–43

Cumberland           6          17        8  20–51
ARCOLA: Ryan Lindstrom 2-0-5,

Gerardo Alanis 4-0-11, Tyson Lewis 4-0-8,
Braden Phillis 1-4-7, Jackson Miller 3-4-10,
D. J. Stevens 0-0-0, Max Rardin 0-0-0,
Kaden Brawner 0-0-0, Bryan Mendoza 1-0-
2, Alan Guevera 0-0-0, Totals 15-6-43

3-point goals: Arcola 7-16 .438 (Alansi 3-
6, Miller 2-7, Lindstrom 1-2, Phillips 1-1),
Cumberland 2-4 500 (Blake McMechan 1-1,
Trevin Magee 1-3). Rebounds: Arcola 16
(Phillips 6), Cumberland 26 (Gavin Hendrix
9), Turnovers: Arocla 12, Cumberland 11.
Free throws: Arcola 6-8 .750, Cumberland
13-20 .550. Bench points: Arcola 2,
Cumberland 8. Field goal shooting: Arcola
15-34 (.441), Cumberlnd 18-34 (.529). 
Argenta-Oreana    18         12       10 11–51
Arcola                    12         11        9  18–50

ARCOLA: Lindstrom 2-0-5, Alanis 7-0-
15, Lewis 2-0-4, Phillips 6-4-16, Miller 4-0-
10, Mendoza 0-0-0, Totals 21-4-50

3-point goals: Arcola 4-22 (.182) (Miller
2-11, Lindstrom 1-4, Alanis 1-7) Argenta-
Oreana 6-20 (.300) Jamario Barbee 3-5,
Jaylnn Flowers 1-5, Ethan Mahan 1-4, Dylan
Rigsdale 1-2, Chase Logue 0-4). Rebounds:
Arcola 30 (Philips 12), Argenta-Oreana 39
(Barbee 11) Turnovers: Arcola 14, Argenta-
Oreana 16. Free throws: Arcola 4-5 .800,
Argenta-Oreana 3-5 .600. Bench points:
Arcola 0, Argenta-Oreana 9. Field goal
shooting: Arcola 21-53 .396, Argenta-oreana
21-55 .382

Junior varsity
Arcola                     8           5         9    9–31
Cumberland           7           8        15 19–49

ARCOLA: Guevara 1-0-2, Stevens 4-0-
11, Canton Wesch 0-0-0, Haris Mayhal 2-3-
8, Mendoza 1–2-4, Aiden Smith 2-0-4,
Anthony Lira 0-0-0, Brawner 0-0-0, Aiden
Myers 1-0-2, Totals 11-5-31

3-point goals: Arcola 4 (Stevens 3,
Mayhal 1)
Argenta-Oreana    17         15        7    8–47
Arcola                    11          2        13   8–34

ARCOLA: Guevara 0-0-0, Stevens 6-0-
15, Smith 0-2-2, Mayhal 3-4-10, Mendoza 3-
0-7, Wesch 0-0-0, Myers 0-0-0, Totals 12-6-
34

3-point goals: 4 (Stevens 3, Mendoza 10 

Arcola drops two close LPC games

ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll - sophomore Bryan Mendoza (34) looks to
pass the ball in a junior arsity game played at Arcola on Feb. 7.  The Purple riders lost to
Argenta-oreana 47-34  Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA high school BoYs BAsKETBAll - Junior Jackson Miller (14) looks to pass
the ball off  in a varsity game played at Arcola on Feb. 7.  The Purple riders lost to Argenta-
oreana 51-50 in a lincoln Prairie conference game.  Photo by Nancy Rairden.
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