
By Mike MonahanARCOLA–The first time theArcola girls’ basketball teamplayed Central A&M the LadyRiders won 46-37 on Nov. 28.This time the two met in theClass 1A regional semifinalsMonday at Nancy StiffGymnasium. Arcola entered the gamemaking just 230-of-441 .522,but after making just 2 of itsfirst 9 in the opening half, theysank 11-of-15 .733 in the sec-ond half, including making alleight in the final 2:25 to helpthem to a 46-40. “That was big,” said Arcolasenior Eva Hopkins. “We actu-ally made the free throws,which was good. We set a goalto shoot 65 percent in the sec-ond half and I think we gotthat (.733).”Arcola, 22-8, moves into atie for the sixth most wins in aseason with the 2013-14 teamthat went 22-5. “That is crazy,” saidHopkins. “We definitely haveput in a lot of work this seasonand it shows in our record andis something special to be  apart of.”The Lady Riders take onfellow Lincoln PrairieConference foe, Tri-County, ateam that is 23-6 and havewon 10 straight games. Thetwo teams played Jan. 23 atArcola with the Lady Titans

winning 53-23.  Game time isset for 7 p.m. Friday. In the final regular seasongame last Thursday Arcolastruggled shooting, makingjust 6-of-41 from the field in a39-25 loss to the No. 8 team inClass 1A, Neoga, a team thatentered regional play with a28-3 record. Neoga finished 29-8 lastyear and placed third in theClass 1A state tournament. 
Arcola 46,
Central A&M 40Arcola never led by morethan nine points and CentralA&M never led until a three-pointer from NBA range byJilyan Burgener for a 33-32lead with 6:32 remaining inthe game. Arcola regained the lead ona three-pointer by JaceyKessler with 5:23 left. “The play of the game waswhen we were up 33-32 andthere was a scramble for theball and Kessler made a 3-pointer, “ said Central A&Mcoach Brent Weakly. “Thatwas kind of a deflating play forus. We had a chance, but justcould not find a way to get ourmomentum back. We gotsomething going and that playtook something away fromus.”Although Arcola nevertrailed again it was tied at 35

and 37. Gwyn Hardimon’s freethrows with 3:18 left tied itfor the fourth and final time. Moore made one of twofree throws as the Lady Riderstook a lead they would notrelinquish. Arcola’s man-to-mandefense held Central A&M, amember of the Central IllinoisConference, to just 2-of-10 inthe final 6:32. With former coach NancyStiff in attendance Sisk,Hopkins, Moore and Sisk againmade eight straight freethrows. “Grit wise and toughnesswise it was probably our bestgame,” said Arcola coachCorey Roberts. “I will put thatto having two tough gameslate (Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond andNeoga) that challenged us andgot us ready for this game. Weare on the floor, getting theloose balls and we reboundedwell and made our shotstonight as well as our freethrows when it counted.”Arcola started the gamewell, scoring the first ninepoints, including four byKessler. “I feel like there were a lotof nerves coming into thegame because  it is a regionalgame,” said Hopkins. “Younever know when it is going tobe your last. It was a good con-

fidence booster.”Sisk led the way with 12points and Kessler was also indouble digits with 11 points. The first time the twoteams played Burgener had 29points and Monday she fin-ished with 13. “Hopkins held her to a hard13 points and two of thosewere from four feet beyondthe three-point line. She madeher shoot tough shots.”Central A&M finished 18-13 as they doubled their wintotal from last season. Leadingthe way for the Lady Raiderswere Burgener with 13 andGwyn Hardimon had 10points. The first time Arcola facedthe Lady Raiders, who wonthe Macon CountyTournament, they also shotfree throws well, sinking 21-of-28. “I am really proud of ourkids,” said Weakly. “Our kidshave matured a lot and I amthankful for the seniors (JuliaCorzine and Jayne Damery)allowing me to coach them.They are great people and Ihope my girls grow up likethose two.Arcola earned it today. Afew misses here and there,missed layups and missed freethrows gets you beat in agame like this.”Central A&M was 2-of-9

from the free throw line. Thomas led Arcola inrebounds with 11 as the LadyRiders won the rebound battle36-28. 
Neoga 39, 
Arcola 25The game was tied for theonly time at five when Neogascored 12 unanswered pointsin a span of 5:58 as SydneyRichards scored eight of thepoints, including one on a passfrom Sydney Hakman. Arcola closed the gap to sixas Kessler made a 3-pointer,Moore made a free throw andThomas’s basket made it 17-11. Richards ended the 6-0Arcola with a basket and theLady Indians led 21-11 at half-time. “It was a slow start for bothteams,” said Neoga coach KimRomack. “We were finally ableto make a little bit of a run latein the first half and led by 10at halftime. It was a tough

night to score for both sides. Itwas the way the game wasplayed and both teams arephysical.”Sisk ended a 10-1 Neogarun, which included a basketby Brynn Richards on a passfrom Sydney Richards. Sisk’sbasket made it 25-14 with3:30 left in the third. Neoga, who played a 1-2-2for the most part and someman-to-man and their heightand length helped hold Arcolato not more than two fieldgoals in a quarter. “We were able to get someshots to fall in the second halfand we took care of the ball alittle bit and sealed the deal,”said Romack. “We had somelooks inside and AllisonSampson hit some shots fromthe outside and that helps topull teams (Arcola playedman-to-man) out a little bitand they can’t just focus on
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SPORTS

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Senior Makenzie Thomas
(20) fights for possession under the basket in the last var-
sity game of the regular season played on Monday, Feb. 9.
Arcola lost the non-conference game to Neoga 51-50. Photo
by Nancy Rairden.

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Junior Kelsey Moore (11)
tries to take a shot in the last varsity game of the regular
season played on Monday, Feb. 9. Arcola lost the non-con-
ference game to Neoga 51-50. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Junior Jacey Kessler (10) in
the last varsity game of the regular season played on
Monday, Feb. 9. Arcola lost to Neoga 51-50. Photo by Nancy
Rairden.

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Freshman Ema Simpson (15)
in a junior varsity game played on Monday, Feb. 9. Arcola
lost to Neoga in a shortened game where they played two
quarters. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Sophomore Crystal Ramirez
(14) looks for a shot in a junior varsity game played on
Monday, Feb. 9. Arcola lost to Neoga in a shortened game
where they played two quarters. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

Arcola holds off Central A&M 46-40 advances to regional championship game

See GIRLS on page 6


