
Dessert concert
set for Feb. 25The Arcola bands dessert concert is sched-uled for 6:30 p.m. Feb. 25 in the junior highgymnasium. Doors open at 6 p.m. Performingwill be the fifth and sixth grade bands, juniorhigh band, drumline, high school concert bandand a special guest, the high school choir.
Chocolate retreat
for women March 4Walnut Grove, southeast of Arcola, is host-ing a “Café Chocolat” women’s retreat March 4.“Come experience this cozy and decadent get-away to be restored and refreshed in yourrelationship with the friends around you andwith Jesus. Together we will delight in God’sextravagant grace through a study of the mira-cles of Jesus, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. March 4. And yes,there will be chocolate,” organizers said.There is no cost to attend, but participantsare asked to bring a salad to share. The event islimited to 25 participants. To register, call thechurch office (217-856-2155) with name andphone number by Feb. 19. 
Quilters uniteQuilters are invited to gather Friday after-noons at 1 p.m. in the Arcola Center to sharetheir time and mutual interests with otherquilters. For info, contact 217-417-1388.
New office numbersBetter Newspapers Inc., which owns theArcola Record-Herald, is consolidating offices.For news and advertising, please call ourTuscola office at 217-253-5086 or our Arthuroffice at 217-543-2151.
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Arcola families host three
foreign exchange students

City Council,

School Board

hold Tuesday

meetings

By Dominik StallingsArcola has three foreignexchange students this year —Martina Domingo, Alessia Lucianiand Alessia Menoud. All three havelived in Arcola with different hostfamilies for the last six months.Each of them had to overcomesome of the challenges living here,but now they have formed some oftheir own perspectives on ruralliving.Domingo is a 17-year-old sen-ior from the Cataloniaautonomous community in Spainand lives close to Barcelona.Luciani, a 17-year-old senior,stems from Italy’s capital city,Rome.Meoud, while 16 years old, isalso a senior. She was born inBrazil but grew up in Bulle,Switzerland.“Some things are the same inthe movies. The busses, housesand cheerleaders,” said Luciani.However, a lot of the media sur-rounding the U.S. culture createsdifferent expectations for visitingstudents. Some are high, and somejust simply differ.“It's been so fun. It's like discov-ering a new culture and new peo-ple and everything is so different.It's a way to learn new things,”said Domingo. In Spain, she livedwith her father and younger sister.Now she’s living with Sarah andTamee Osborne and living withmuch younger sisters.“It’s been different to relate topeople that are younger and dofamily activities. It’s more fun, butit’s also more difficult,” saidDomingo. “I’m never bored there!”Menoud’s host parents arePaula and Kenneth Reveal. InSwitzerland, she grew up withher mother since her parentsdivorced. She said her hosts arevery nice, but it’s different to livewith them and it can be hard forher to relate to them. Naturally,she tries to spend time with thefriends she’s made at school sofar.Luciani lives with Angie andGlen Miller and has been learningmore about the different lifestylepeople have in Arcola and the sur-rounding area. She’s been used toliving in Rome for 17 years and hasgotten used to her lifestyle there.“I'm, like, noticing the differ-ence, but it's not a problem.Everyday life is different. You go toschool and then do activities.There's a lot of stuff to do afterschooling,” said Luciani.The three students said theywere interested in participating inschool sports before coming to theU.S. In their home countries, theyhave after-school sports pro-grams, but they aren’t associatedwith the schools.“It’s more fun. It’s a way to go tohigh school and makes it more funto go to school,” said Domingo.All three of them were involvedin volleyball during the fall. NowDomingo and Menoud areinvolved with cheerleading.Menoud also tried out basketball

but decided to stick with cheer-leading.None of them plan to partici-pate in spring sports for now. Theywant to focus on spending moretime with their friends and alsosome studying for exams in theirhome countries. Meoud said it isharder for them to participate aswell since it’s their first time tryingout different sports. Locals havebeen playing volleyball or othersports for a longer time so that canbe a little frustrating.For them, sports are an impor-tant tool for making friends andmeeting new people. It wasn’t easymaking friends when they firstcame to Arcola. Menoud thought itwould be easier to make friends,but found that people seem not toknow how to interact with theexchange students. She thinks thatit’s, in part, the language barrier,but also simply cultural differ-ences. She explains that relation-ships and the way they do thingsare simply different.After six months of living inArcola, the three of them foundfriends and social circles.Besides sports, academics arequite different for the three ofthem. All of them agreed that

school is easier in the U.S. Exceptfor American history, of whichthey know very little.Some of the subjects taughtnow in Arcola were already taughtto them two years ago. Thedecrease in intensity has beenwelcomed by the three of them.Even better, they get to have astudy hall. Neither Domingo orLuciani have study hall classes intheir countries.When they heard that Arcolaoffered classes that teach cooking,the three of them were quite excit-ed. They don’t have the opportuni-ty to learn cooking in classes athome. Food is quite important tothe three of them, Luciani andDomingo both miss the cooking oftheir home countries, but theywere able to recreate some dishes. They all had to get used to dif-ferent meal times. In Spain andItaly, all the meals are pushed backa few hours later than in the U.S.Breakfast at 11 a.m., lunch at 3p.m. and dinner around 8 or 8:30p.m. Domingo said she would usu-ally be taking a nap at 5 p.m.instead of eating dinner. Menoudnoted that restaurants close veryearly, around 9 p.m. here. InSwitzerland, that would be consid-ered very early.Domingo said that in Spain,school tends to be more strictlyfocused on academics. It’s less cer-emonial than in the U.S. as well,with less focus on graduation cere-monies and school events.The three students had differ-ent expectations of what home-coming was. Domingo thought itwould be a huge dance with a lot ofpeople, but in reality, the dancewas a bit disappointing. Lucianispoke to other students who men-tioned the same thing, but she stillwanted to go since she had neverexperienced a homecoming dance.

All three of them, however,were surprised by homecomingweek and all the other activitiesbesides the dance. All threeenjoyed dressing up each day anddecorating floats for the parade.They also enjoyed powderpufffootball and tailgating. All thethings they didn’t have expecta-tions for were the most enjoyableexperiences.The girls were also able to expe-rience Chicago and a few otherlarger cities and saw more of theU.S. The three of them will also goto New York in March. They have four more months inArcola until they return home. Theseniors will also be allowed to par-take in graduation and receive cer-tificates. Domingo will take examswhen she returns home in order toreceive higher education. Sheplans to study art and graphicdesign when she goes to universi-ty. Luciani will have to take onemore year of high school. Sheplans on going to University aswell but is still undecided aboutwhat to study.Menoud said that inSwitzerland, students have thechoice of going to university afterhigh school, or going into a voca-tional school with an apprentice-ship. She plans on going to univer-sity as well and will have to takean exam, called matura to test herbeforehand. Menoud noted that universitiesin Switzerland are different. Youcan get more specialized training ifyou plan on becoming a doctor orlawyer, but otherwise, the educa-tion is more generalized and simi-lar to a liberal arts degree in theU.S.Besides their New York trip, thegirls will have a prom to look for-ward to.

FROM LEFT, Martina Domingo, Alessia Luciani and Alessia Menoud pose. The three are foreign
exchange students attending Arcola High School this year. Photo by Dominik Stallings.

“It's been so fun. 
It's like discovering 
a new culture and
new people and
everything is 
so different. 

It's a way to learn
new things.” 

— Martina Domingo

Both the Arcola City Council and SchoolBoard have meetings scheduled for Tuesdayevening, Feb. 21, due to the President’s Dayholiday on Monday.The School Board meeting is a special meet-ing to interview an assistant principal candi-date and discuss filling teaching positions.The city’s budget and finance committeemeets at 6:45 p.m. Tuesday to discuss surplustax increment financing (TIF)) funds in TIF dis-tricts 1 and 6.The full Council then meets for its regularlyscheduled meeting at 7 p.m. The first itemunder consideration under new business is toreceive the Tourism Advisory Committee’sannual report.The Council also is expected to vote on aroad improvement resolution and a right-of-way permit application from CampusCommunications Group for installation of fiberoptic cable. 

Fiber optic cable,
surplus TIF funds
on city’s agenda


