
100 years ago
Feb. 22, 1923• There have been two firesin Arcola during the pastweek, one at the West SideGrocery of Breunle andSchanz and the other at thehome of Mr. and Mrs. Harry R.Logan. In both instances thefire department did goodwork and the property dam-age was nominal. The fire at the West Sidewas last Friday afternoon andit was a mean one to fight. Thebuilding is a two-story oneand the fire was mostlybetween the upper ceiling androof. The fire boys worked fornearly an hour before theblaze was all put out. One ofthe customers remarked “Mr.Breunle, I believe this buildingis on fire, you ought to lookaround some and see if itisn’t.” Oh they’ve been at workfor an hour,” replied Mr.Breunle of the firemen. “Ithink they will handle it allright. Wouldn’t you like someof these nice oranges ?” All ofwhich goes to show that thecitizens in general haveabsolute faith in the work ofChief Goggin and the depart-ment. Messrs Breunle and Schnazmailed the fire boys a checkfor $25 ($437.38 today)Monday morning in apprecia-tion of their work. Tuesdaynight, Pete Conners, whorooms in the Ewald block inwhich the West Side Groceryis located, saw the moon com-ing up and, thinking the build-ing was again on fire, thealarm was turned in. The fireboys responded but there wasnot sufficient pressure tosquirt water on the moon. • Mrs. Catherine Sieh diedat home in Arcola Wednesdaymorning, Feb. 21, after an ill-ness of several months.Catherine Henson, daughter ofMr. and Mrs. John D. Hansenwas born inSchleswigholstein, Germany,Oct. 15, 1849, and came toAmerica in 1866, at the age of17 years. Two years later Sept.18, 1868, she was married toJohn Sieh at Bourbon. To thisunion 11 children were born,five boys and six girls. In 1901,the family moved fromBourbon to Arcola where theyhave since made their home.Mr. Sieh died April 19, 1911. • Mrs. William Thompsondied at home southeast ofArcola Thursday, Feb. 15, onthe anniversary of her fifty-third birthday. She had beenin ill health for about twoyears suffering from Bright'sdisease and dropsy. She wasalso affected with a tumor.During the past two weeks herillness developed into the flu,which was the immediatecause of death. Anna McKenzie was born atMorefield, Switzerland Co.,Indiana, Feb. 15, 1870. Shewas married to WilliamThompson, March 31, 1889, atMorefield, Indiana, wherethey resided until 1889, whenthey came to Illinois, locatingon a farm near Arcola. Theywere the parents of nine chil-dren, six boys and three girls. Mrs. Thompson was amember of the MethodistChurch, having united withCentral M. E. church in 1909,but at the time of her deathshe was a member of theArcola M. E. Church. • Poor passing and failureto follow up shots, lost Arcolaits Tuscola game here Fridaynight. Tuscola winning by awhirlwind finish of 25-18. 
50 years ago
Feb. 22, 1973• The Arcola Lions Clubpresented the ArcolaDevelopment Corp. with acheck for $1,000 ($6,738.06today) at their meeting Feb.13. The check is part of theLions $4,000 ($26,952.25today) pledge for the swim-ming pool. Lion PresidentAllan Gray presented the

check to ACDC President LarryBushu. • Vyverberg’s, the storethat just keeps growing, hasbeen the hub of the Arcolabusiness district for 20 years.That’s how long Bill andVirginia Vyverberg have hadtheir store here and this weekthey are celebrating the 20thanniversary of a firm whosegrowth has reflected that ofthe community. The store is holding a spe-cial sale this Friday andSaturday, featuring free giftsto everyone plus free coffeeand cake to commemoratethat first day, Feb. 1, 1953,when the couple took over asmall, crowded variety storeoperated by James Porter. Butthe Vyverberg’s of back thenbore little resemblance to theVyverberg’s of today. The first store was confinedto the west quarter of thepresent building. In 1960, itexpanded into the middle halfof the present store and in1968, the Village Shop, themen’s store, was opened onthe east quarter of the depart-ment store. Five persons are presentlyemployed in the operation ofthe store. Mary Conners hasbeen with the store since itopened. Joyce Mor has beenemployed for five years andPhyllis Vogel for three years.Margaret Biggs and BarbaraGibson help out when needed.• Burglars broke into theArrol Pharmacy on East MainStreet early Monday morningand made off with a largeamount of drugs. Arcola policesaid that the burglar broke theglass in both the storm andregular door on the west sideof the store to work the lockand gain entrance to the store.The break-in was discoveredby Patrolman John Calhoun at12:48 Monday morning. • Beverly Kay Ramseybecame the bride of HaroldGlenn Hunt in the HindsboroChristian Church at 2:30 p.m.Feb. 3. Parents of the coupleare Mr. and Mrs. Bud Ramseyof Hindsboro and Mr. and Mrs.Ralph Hunt of Oakland.

Following the ceremony, areception was held in thechurch hall. The new Mrs.Hunt is employed as a secre-tary in the law offices ofBrainard, Bower and Kramerof Charleston. Her husband isemployed at McQueen’sLumber at Oakland and isengaged in farming. They willlive on R.R. 1, Oakland. • Cecilia Cloyd and SteveHoladay were crowned Queenand King at the annualValentine Dance Saturday atArcola High School lastSaturday night. Included inthe court were Dan Wesch,Kathy Warter, Linda Wright,Dean Bartholomew, TerriWalters, Jeff Marlow, LynnKlopfleisch, Les Helmuth,Eddie Groff, Holaday, Cloydand Nancy Jo Strange. • Samuel R. Todd, who wasborn in Arcola, April 6, 1892,has returned here to live. In aceremony at the “We Care”Nursing and Sheltered CareFacility held at 2 p.m. Sunday,Mr. Todd presented GeorgeDilliner with the deed to thefamily homestead located at446 E. Washington in Arcolaas a gift to the UnitedMethodist Church of Arcola.The home was presented inmemory of his mother. 
25 years ago
Feb. 26, 1998• The Arcola City Councildecided to hire a familiar faceto the police chief’s position.Mike Phillips, who had been asergeant with the Arcoladepartment was promoted topolice chief. Phillips, 26, hadbeen serving as acting policechief for the past two months.Phillips has worked for theArcola Police Departmentsince November 1994. Prior tojoining the Arcola department,Phillips was a part-time offi-cer with the Newman PoliceDepartment for eight months. • The 1998 Arcola HighSchool Scholastic Bowl teamopened their season Saturday,Feb. 21, at Tuscola. Membersare Jaimee Yardley, ValerieFunk, Shannon Dyer, AmySwartz, Jessica Barrientos,

Aaron Madson, AmberWeatherford, Christi Wells,Michaela Nave, Andy Petty,Gene Otto, Jeremy Blackwell,Jim Ingram, Devon Coombe,Derek Otto, Caleb Funk andMary Beth Sental. The team iscoached by Tonya Morton andMike Nave. • Members of the ArcolaChamber of Commerce whoattended the monthly meetinglast Wednesday, Feb. 18,received some encouragingeconomic news. An Oaklandcouple, Sam and CarolynMartin, has announced theywill be opening an antiquemall at the former Lake LandMarine Building alongInterstate 57 in Arcola.Carolyn Martin anticipates themall will be ready for businessby the start of May. • Workers filtered concretethrough a contraption downto the ground last week asconstruction of the public rest

room facility north of Willie’sPlace on East Main Street con-tinues. The building will havean entry foyer by the men’sand women’s rest rooms.There will be five accommo-dations in both the men’s andwomen’s rest rooms. • Arcola sophomore CalebFunk won a $500 ($917.70today) scholarship from theChampaign-Urbana News-Gazette. Funk a, a News-Gazette carrier, submitted anapplication, letters of refer-ence, a list of activities andschool transcripts. Each com-petitor had to write an essayon whether the backlashagainst paparazzi that fol-lowed the death last year ofPrincess Diana should lead torestriction of legitimate jour-nalist’s abilities to cover andphotograph public figures. • The Arcola boys basket-ball team ended their regularseason by downing Tuscola

75-58 on Senior Night atArcola. Arcola led just 55-54with 4:14 left when the PurpleRiders took control with an18-0 run over the next 3:20.Jeremy Blackwell and KolinPeterson had 17 points, whileBrad Pullen had 11 and AdamWhitson was also in doubledigits with 10 points.
10 years ago
Feb. 21, 2013• Local and area police offi-cers, including Arcola PoliceChief Mike Phillips and Arcolaofficer Nick Suding participat-ed in training drills at theArcola school Monday after-noon. A total of 17 police offi-cers participated in the train-ing exercise.• An estimated $332,945($427,577.43 today) was slicedfrom next year’s school budgetby the board of education andamong the cuts were the elimi-nation of social studies andspeech pathology teachingpositions. The highest dollaritem on the cut list was theelimination of 9.5 paraprofes-sionals, which is estimated tosave the district $142,000(182,360.44 today) next year. • The Arcola High SchoolFFA Chapter members are EmiMathias, Mia Davila, DaniaMendoza, Gustavo Amriz, KyleKepley, Leland Bunting (advi-sor), Rachel Hull, DarianWhipple, Sage Spencer, DaltonKresin, Patrick Henry, SamReese, Colleen Spear, EllieHyndman, Kati Watson,Eunice Perez, Jacob Baker,Jonathan Mendoza, MartayaWatson, Keysha Dewey, KayliBarnes, Austin Shafer, BaileyFulton, Alex Johns, ZacharyMunson, and Andres Rojas. • Senior members of theArcola High School winterguard, pep band and cheer-leading squad were recog-nized on Senior Night prior tothe boys’ basketball team’sfinal regular season homegame last Friday againstArthur Okaw Christian. Theyare Sage Spencer (cheerlead-ing), Ivan Silguero (pep band),Kennedy Byard (pep band),Daneli Rabanalez-Hernandez(winter guard and pep band),Ashton Nadiane Grider (win-ter guard and pep band), KaliWatson (winter guard),Bridgett McWhorter (winterguard) and Elissa Hyndman(winter guard). 
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AN UNDATED PHOTO from the Arcola Broom Corn Festival. 

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Breakfast & Lunch Specials 
February 23rd to March 1st

OPEN 5:30 AM- 3:00 PM EVERY DAY

BREAKFASTSERVEDALL DAY!

HEN HOUSE
RESTAURANT & GIFT SHOP
“GOOD HOME COOKIN”

SAT.
25th

SUN.
26th

MON.
27th

TUE.
28th

WED.
1st

FRI.
24th

   THU.
23rd

BREAKFAST - 2 Eggs, Hashbrowns, 1/2 Order Biscuits & Gravy $6.55
LUNCH - Meatloaf Dinner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
BREAKFAST - 2 Eggs, 2 Bacon, 1/2 Order Biscuits & Gravy  .$6.55
LUNCH -  “All You Can Eat” Fish or Popcorn Shrimp  . . . . .$9.55
BREAKFAST - Country Fried Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
LUNCH - Corned Beef and Cabbage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
BREAKFAST - Grilled or Breaded Pork Steak  . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
LUNCH - BBQ Pork Ribs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
BREAKFAST - 2 Pancakes, 2 Patties & Coffee  . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
LUNCH - Ham and Beans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
BREAKFAST - Mini Country Boy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6.55
LUNCH - Chicken Pot Pie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.95
BREAKFAST - Silver Dollar Pancakes, 2 Eggs, 2 Bacon  . .$6.55
LUNCH - Sloppy Joe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.95

CHECK OUT

OUR DAILY

SPECIALS!

7 for $5.75
WE NOW HAVE

MOZZARELLA
CHEESE STICKS 
Call 217-268-3712 for carry-out orders.

& Employees
268-4154 • 60 Industrial Dr., Arcola


