
By Mike MonahanTUSCOLA – It was deja vuall over again as the Arcolaboys’ basketball team playedthe same teams in the Class 1Aregional as the 2021-22 sea-son. This year the Purple Riders

beat Okaw Valley 48-41behind 22 points by GerardoAlanis to reach the champi-onship game. Arcola lost toTuscola 63-46 as the Warriorscanned 10-of-19 (.526) fromthree-point range. Last season Arcola lost in

the championship game 66-43at Arcola after being theTimberwolves 65-57. The Purple Riders finished17-14, while Tuscola, 27-6,moved on to play EffinghamSt. Anthony at Altamont in thesectional semifinalsWednesday. Okaw Valley fin-ished 17-13. “This is my 18th year ofcoaching and the hardest yearI have ever had as a coach forme personally and also proba-bly the most rewarding yearfor myself as a coach just tosee the growth we had withthose five guys (RyanLindstrom, Tyson Lewis,Gerardo Alanis, BradenPhillips and Jackson MIller).that played pretty much theentire game (vs. Tuscola andmost games),” said Arcolacoach Greg Gisinger. “They arethe epitome of what I envi-sioned Arcola basketballmeans when I came here fiveyears ago; toughness, grit, noquit, play together, play withpassion and energy. And forthe young guys if they don’tbuy into it and follow theirlead they either have tochange or get out of the pro-gram. We are really proud ofthose guys and hopefully theyspark us into next year. We arehoping for a little help nextyear and hopefully not be a sixseed in the sub-sectional,but aone or two seed.”. It was Arcola’s best seasonsince going 24-4 in 2015-16and the fourth straight win-ning season, one that has not

happened since 2008-09through 2011-12. 
Tuscola 63,
Arcola 46Tuscola came out andapplied pressure on Arcolaand was on fire from the field.The Warriors led just 9-5when they went on a 14-1 runover a span of 3:08 for a 23-6lead. Arcola didn’t get closerthan 13 the rest of the game. “I was afraid they would beable to do that,” said Gisinger.“We have a young group whohas never been in this type ofgame. It was a good move byhim (Tuscola coach JustinBozarth), throwing the pres-sure at us early and catchingus on our heels a little bit.”Tuscola was 10-of-12 .833from the field in the first 8:31of the game as they led 26-10after a three-point play byKam Sweetnam. Sweetnam opened the scor-ing with a 3-pointer, a bucketb y Chris Boyd, another basketby Sweetnam, who finishedwith a game-high 22 pointsand that was followed by abasket by Jordan Quinn and abasket by Josiah Hortin as fourdifferent players scored for an11-5 lead. A putback by Quinn,and eight straight points bySweetnam made it 23-8 afterthe opening quarter. TheWarriors made 3-of-4 fromthree-point range. “We try and put an empha-sis on fast starts because itkind of gets us going emotion-ally when we can jump outright out of the gate,” saidBozarth. “We seem to guard alittle better when things aregoing better on the offensiveend. We try and put an empha-sis on putting pressure on andkind of mixing and matchingwhat we do from there.”Tuscola played a 1-2-2press that falls back into a 1-2-2 with the one a lot closer tothe two wing defenders and attimes it was actually a 3-2. TheWarriors also played someman-to-man, while Arcolaplayed man-to-man. The Purple Riders did getTuscola into some foul troubleas Sweetnam and Boyd hadtwo fouls in the first 5:15 ofthe game. “After the first kind of ini-tial pressure I thought we dida good job of attacking it(press and zone) and they gotin foul trouble a little bit,” saidGisinger. “We stopped playingon our heels. I thought we

adjusted well. That was a goodmove by him coming at usearly and playing on ournerves a little bit. The startwas my biggest fear cominginto tonight and it ended upbeing true.”Arcola trailed 33-10 whenthey scored six straight pointsand nine of the last 12 in thesecond quarter to make it a17-point deficit. MIiller, Lewisand Alanis had baskets andMiller ended the scoring in thehalf with a 3-pointer. Tuscola came out in thesecond half the same as thefirst as they outscored Arcola9-2 after the Purple Ridersopened the scoring with a bas-ket by Phillips. It was Tuscola’s thirdregional title in five seasons,with one of those being theCOVID year (2020-21 whenthere was no postseason). 

Both teams had points bystarters only and the Warriorshad four of theirs in doubledigits. Quinn had 15, Hortin 14and James 10. “We shot it (3-pointers)pretty well and anytime youcan shoot the ball in highschool 50 percent from the 3-point line you feel pretty con-fident with how you are play-ing. We put a huge emphasison shooting the basketball andwe practice it every single dayand we have got a lot of guysthat can shoot it with confi-dence. It is part of what makesus pretty good. If there are oneor two guys that are off, westill have got 2-3 that we feelpretty good about when theball leaves their hand.”Phillips and Miller ledArcola with 18 and 13 points
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soPhoMore Braden PhilliPs (10) in the regional
championship game played with Tuscola on Fri., Feb. 24.
The Purple riders lost 63-46 in the game played at Tuscola.
Photo by Nancy Rairden.

Junior Gerardo alanis (2) in the regional
championship game played with Tuscola on Fri., Feb. 24.
The Purple riders lost 63-46 in the game played at Tuscola.
Photo by Nancy Rairden.

Junior ryan lindsTroM (00) in the regional
championship game played with Tuscola on Fri., Feb. 24.
The Purple riders lost 63-46 in the game played at Tuscola.
Photo by Nancy Rairden.

Junior Tyson lewis (5) in the regional championship
game played with Tuscola on Fri., Feb. 24.  The Purple
riders lost 63-46 in the game played at Tuscola. Photo by
Nancy Rairden.

Junior Jackson Miller (14) in the regional championship game played with
Tuscola on Fri., Feb. 24.  The Purple riders lost 63-46 in the game played at Tuscola. Photo
by Nancy Rairden.

Arcola boys season ends in regional championship
Gerardo Alanis scores 22 in 48–41 semifinal victory

See bOYS on page 5


