
ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL students gathered on a street in NYC with Empire State Building in background.

THIS IS JOEL SHAPIRO, a volunteer at the 9/11
Museum, telling the students about his wife who
died in the WTC on 9/11.

STATEN ISLAND FERRY with Manhattan skyline in the background.

Times Square.

Clue on StageIt's a dark and stormy night, and you'vebeen invited to a very unusual dinner party.Each of the guests has an alias, the butler offersa variety of weapons, and the host is, well . . .dead. So whodunnit? Join the iconic oddballsknown as Scarlet, Plum, White, Green, Peacock,and Mustard as they race to find the murdererin Boddy Manor before the body count stacksup. Based on the cult classic film and the popu-lar board game, Clue is a madcap comedy thatwill keep you guessing until the final twist. TheArcola High School Drama Club presents ClueOn Stage at 7 p.m. Saturday, March 18, and 2p.m. Sunday, March 19, at in the Arcola JuniorHigh Gym. 
Senior potluckArcola Seniors are invited to attend apotluck lunch March 17 at the Arcola SeniorCenter. Lunch will begin at 11:30 a.m. Seniorsmay bring a dish to share.
Quilter klatchQuilters are invited to gather Friday after-noons at 1 p.m. in the Arcola Center to sharetheir time and mutual interests with otherquilters. For information contact 217-417-1388.
New office numbersBetter Newspapers Inc., which owns theArcola Record-Herald, is consolidating offices.For news and advertising, please call ourTuscola office at 217-253-5086 or our Arthuroffice at 217-543-2151.
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AFS club visits
New York City

City to
disburse
surplus
TIF fundsArea taxing districts will bereceiving a boost after theArcola City Council votedMonday night to disburse sur-plus tax increment finance(TIF) funds.Bill Wagoner, city adminis-trator, explained that whenthe other taxing districtsagreed to allow the city toextend the life of its TIF dis-tricts, the city agreed to sharesurplus funds. This is one of the betteryears for the leftover cash, hesaid, with more than $142,000being shared from TIFs 1 and6. The city itself is one of thebeneficiaries, but about half ofthe money will go to theArcola school district.Wagoner said the disburse-ment is based on each taxingbody's tax rate.TIF works by freezing thetax rate within the districtwith any incremental increasegoing back into the TIF dis-tricts to fund economic devel-opment. The premise is thatthe development is responsi-ble for most of the increases inproperty valuation, so with-out the TIF districts, therewould be little or no incre-mental increases in tax rev-enue.The school district willreceive $121,931.84 from thisyear’s disbursement. The citywill receive $22,520. Wagonersaid the city's portion willprobably go back into the gen-eral fund to "plug some holes"in the budget.Other taxing bodies andtheir approximate payout areas follows: Douglas County,$23,759; Douglas CountyHistorical Museum District,$486; Arcola Fire ProtectionDistrict, $17,322; ParklandCollege, $14,746; ArcolaLibrary District, $5,110;Arcola Township, $13,612;and Arcola Township RoadDistrict, $22,674 (half ofwhich goes to the city pur-suant to the state highwaycode).In other business, theCouncil approved another useof tourism funds. The tourismadvisory committee approvedexpenditures a couple ofweeks ago but had left off arequest to cover expenses forthe Pop the Top Car Show. Thecommittee met again to con-sider payment of $2,639.59for last year’s show, which thecity ratified Monday night.The Council also approvedthe monthly zoning report,which showed two requests –rezoning 618 S. Chestnut to B-1 business from R-4 residen-tial for Fred Helmut, and avariance for Dollar General toconstruct retail parking at 520E. Springfield Rd. Each itemhad a $45 fee paid to the city.

Daylight Savings
begins March 12

Arcola High School’s AFS club studentsspent March 1-3 in New York City chaperonedby Emily Coombe, Amiee Truex and NickLindsey. The 19 seniors who took the trip areEadie Budd, Vanessa Condarco, MartinaDomingo-Ventura, Michael Gauna, KeiraHohlbauch, Eva Hopkins, Austin Kutz, AlessiaLuciani, Melissa Marcos, Alessia Menoud,Reynol Oyervides, Braden Shonkwiler, RachelSigrist, Makenzie Thomas, Emma Vazquez,Reyli Vega-Condarco, Makenna Wagoner,Gracie Wagoner, Karina Warfel.Sights scheduled to visit included HeraldSquare, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Macey’s, NewYork Public Library, Rockefeller Center,Broadway, 9/11 Memorial & World TradeCenter, St. Paul’s Chapel of Trinity Church, WallStreet and Financial District, Statue of Liberty,Staten Island Ferry, Brooklyn Bridge and more.Photos courtesy of Emily Coombe.


