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SPORTS

By Mike MonahanDECATUR – Jackson Miller,an Arcola junior, was one ofsix players selected to the sec-ond team all-Lincoln PrairieConference for the 2022-23season, one which saw thePurple Riders go 17-14 over-alls and 5-5 in the LPC. No Arcola player was onthe seven member first team,but receiving honorable men-tion was Braden Phillips, asophomore. Decatur LSA won the con-

ference regular season andtournament title. They fin-ished with a 30-1 record. TheLions had one on the firstteam and two on the secondteam for a total of three, themost of any of the 11 teams inthe LPC. A total of seven seniors,eight juniors and two sopho-mores received first, secondor honorable mention. Cumberland had two play-ers, Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond had two,

Cerro Gordo/Bement two,Okaw Valley two, Argenta-Oreana two, while Villa Groveand Heritage had one each. 
2022-23 All-
Lincoln Prairie
Boys teams

First teamGavin Hendrix, senior,Cumberland*; Wyatt Hilligoss,senior, Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond*; LayneRund, junior, Villa Grove;Tyson Moore, junior, CerroGordo/Bement*; SebastianHill, junior, Decatur LSA*;Hudson Ruppert, senior, OkawValley*; Jaylyn Flowers, junior,Argenta-Oreana
Second teamKonnor Waterhouse, sen-ior, Cerro Gordo/Bement;Jamario Barbee, sophomore,Argenta-Oreana; JameerCampbell, senior, DecaturLSA; Trent Collins, junior,Decatur LSA; Jackson Miller,junior, Arcola; Drew Williams,senior, Heritage
Honorable mentionTrevin McGee, senior,Cumberland; Gibson Dickens,junior, Okaw Valley; BradenPhillips, sophomore, Arcola;Connor Nettles, junior,Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-

Hammond
2022-23 standings
Team         Overall     LPCLSA                30-1       10-0OV                 17-12       8-2A-O               16-17       7-3CG/B            18-13       7-3Cland           16-14       6-4Arc                17-14       5-5ALAH           12-19       3-7Her                8-23         3-7VG                 12-19       3-7BR                  9-22         2-8TC                  5-26         1-9

Girls LPC standings (overall
was in last week’s issue)
Team             LPCTC                    8-0Arc                  6-2ALAH              6-2CGB                 6-2Cland              4-4OV                   3-5LSA                 2-6A-O                  1-7Her                  1-7Note; Villa Grove did not playvarsity

Miller second team all-LPC

By Mike MonahanCHARLESTON – MitchelMyers, an Arcola senior, start-ed off the 2023 indoor trackseason with a bang as he had ashot put of 50-0 to not onlywin the event at the EasternIllinois University Indoor Meetat Lantz Fieldhouse, but alsobroke the school indoor recordby 5-11. Hugo Garza had theprevious record of 44-1. Also placing seventh in thetriple jump at 37-3 wasBraden Phillips, while AidenYork was 15th in the 800 witha time of 2:15.61. The boys featured 35 Class1A, 19 Class 2A and 1 Class 3Ateam for a total of 55. On the girls side Arcola’sEma Simpson had the highestfinish as she was eighth in thelong jump at 15-0. Crystal

Ramirez was 11th in the highjump at 4-6 and Kesley Moorewas 15th in the 60 hurdles in10.91 seconds. The girls had a total of 56teams in it, including 36 Class1A, 15 Class 2A and 5 Class 3Ateams.
Team scores1.Tolono Unity 63; 37.Arcola, Okaw Valley, LowpointWashburn 1
Arcola results60 dash: 30. Ema Simpson8.62; 77. Delila Leal 9.33; 60 hurdles: 15. KelseyMoore 10.91Shot put: 36. Aalyiah Garza6.98High jump: 11. CrystalRamirez 4-6Long jump; 8. Ema Simpson15-0
Team scores

1.Mount Zion 68; 18. Arcola10
Arcola results60 dash: 85. Miguel Trevino8.70; 89. Nic Alanis 9.05200: 29. Kenyon Andrews26.11; 800: 15. Aiden York 2:15.614x200: 28. Ryan Lindstrom,Braden Phillips,Oden Barronand Dawson McMillan1;45.86Shot put: 1. Mitchel Myers55-0*High jump: 23. AlanGuevera 5-2Long jump: 25. Lindstrom17-0Triple jump; 7. Phillips 37-3
*-Indoor school record at

Arcola

By Mike MonahanDECATUR – The Arcolaeighth grade volleyball seasoncame to an end Saturday atDecatur Our Lady of LourdesRegional in a 25-7, 25-20 lossto Bement/Cerro Gordo, theNo. 3 seeded team. Arcola wasthe No 6 seeded team and fin-ished 2-11. 
Boys basketball
awardsThe Arcola Junior HighBoys’ basketball team held itsbanquet at the ArcolaKaskaskia Country Club lastWednesday and eighth graderConner Truex received theKevin Eadie Award. The award was presentedby former seventh grade recip-ient of the award, Mark Truex,Conner’s brother. Eadie died at the age of 13

on Oct. 17, 2011 and wasinvolved in all sports. The eighth grade, coachedby Randy Swartz,  finished 15-8 after starting 1-4 and wonthe Junior High OkawConference Tournament. Theseventh grade, coached byDanny Ruyle,  finished 12-10. Other special awards for theeighth grade were BrodyPhillips, who was the MostValuable Player; Remi Roberts-McGeehon earned the BestDefensive Player award, whileCarson Jewell was named theMost Improved. Jewell andTony de la Garza  were namedco-Grit Award winners. For the seventh gradeSawyer Maxwell and KadenHohlbauch were named Co-MVP’s, while Jordan Gingerichreceived the Defensive PlayerAward. 

Myers sets indoor shot put record 
in first meet of season at Charleston

Eighth grade volleyball 
falls in regional play

Myers

High school boys 
and girls track

SaturdayArcola at Rantoul, 11:30a.m. at University of IllinoisArmory
Softball

TuesdayArcola atGeorgetown-RidgeFarm, 4:30 p.m.
WednesdayLeRoy at Arcola, 4;30 p.m.

Arcola Sports 
through March 15

By Mike MonahanLAWRENCEVILLE – For thepast 10 football seasons CoryJoergens, a 2007 Arcola grad,has been an assistant footballcoach at Lawrenceville, amember of the Little IlliniConference, with an enroll-ment of 325, was named thenew head football coach. Hereplaces Travis Reider, whoresigned after going 13-20 infour seasons, including oneplayoff appearance in Class2A. “He kind of told us coacheshe would be done at the end oflast season,” said Joergens,who was officially hired onJan. 18..“It is something I havealways wanted to do,” saidJoergens of being head coach.“Being an assistant first wasgood because I knew I wasn’tready for it right away. After afew years it was something Idefinitely wanted to do.”Joregens said the assistantsdon’t have any official titles,but technically he has beenthe offensive coordinator thelast few years.In high school Joergens wasa three-sport athlete, playing

center in football and playingbaseball and basketball aswell. Joergens played underthree different coaches, JoeMarks his freshman year,Nathan Watson his sopho-more and junior seasons andJarod Kiger his senior year. “Outside of my parents(Steve and Tina Joergens ofArcola) Jarod Kiger andNathan Watson were the onesthat helped me be the person Iam today,” said Joergens.“There are not enough wordsto me to thank them for whatthey have done and for what

they do today (coaches). I willmodel what they taught me.”As a Purple Rider Joergenswas on teams that combinedfor a 18-19 record, including a7-3 Class 1A playoff season hissenior year. “It (being a head coach) isbasically fulfilling what I havealways wanted,” saidJoergens. “I can go back to myhead coaches in high schooland how much they meant tome. They have had a hugeimpact on my life. There arereasons why I chose the pro-fession in teaching and coach-ing responsibilities.Personally, I had to give backto the next generation of whatthey gave me.”He was a second team all-Little Okaw Valley Conferenceinfielder his senior season andhonorable mention all-LOVCin football. His sophomoreyear was when he made a shotto remember as on Feb. 18,2005 he hit a 3-pointer fromthe far corner on a pass fromKevin O’Rourke as Arcolaended the regular season witha thrilling 63-61 win overTuscola. Joergens was the eighth

grade boys’ basketball coachfor six years and was asked tomove up to high school, wherehe has spent the last fouryears as the junior varsitycoach under head coachRandy Bishop, who is 37th all-time in number of wins at 636including stints at Martinsvilleand Casey-Westfield. TheIndians reached the Class 2Asectional championshipbefore falling to Teutopolis,who made the final four with a42-40 overtime win overPinckneyville Monday night.Teutopoois is coached bySullivan grad Chet Reeder.Lawrenville finished 26-9 itsbest season since going 28-3in 2015-16. “We played Teutopolisthree times in my six yearsand  now the sectional  and wehave never beat them,” saidJoergens of when he has beenwith the teams. Joergens said he is resign-ing from his basketball duties,“so, I can hone in on my foot-ball duties full time.”At Illinois College he was anoffensive tackle and in 2008was named to the AcademicAll-Midwest Conference Team.

Joergens, an Arcola grad, named 
Lawrenceville head football coach

Joergens 2007

His first two seasons theywere 4-6 and his last two theBlueboys went 5-5. He hadtwo coaches in Aaron Keenand Garrett Campbell. Joergens was a substituteteacher for a year and a halfand in the fall of 2013 he start-ed teaching eighth grade mathat Lawrenceville. Joergens will have all of theassistant coaches that wereassociated with the Indiansfor the past several seasons. “I didn’t have to make anynew hire or find out aboutanybody,” said Joergens, whohas been under Reider, ChadGreen and Greg Wood. “It is aneasy transition there.”The LIC includes eightteams with three other pro-grams that will have a newcoach in Casey-Westfield(enrollment 258), Olney(enrollment 735)  andMarshall (enrollment 376).Other teams are Robinson

(enrollment 464), Newton(enrollment 434), Paris(enrollment 560.5) and Mt.Carmel (enrollment 495.5). “What makes the LIC differ-ent from the Lincoln PrairieConference is that when I wasplaying I didn’t think aboutthe school's enrollment. Herewe have Class 2A up to Class5A. We are very diverse withschools and class sizes.”As for advice to high schoolor college students that wantto be head coach, Joergenssaid, “It is a process. You haveto do all the jobs and put inyour dues and do the dirtywork first before you get upthere. Stick to the process andtime will come. Five years agowhen we were looking for ahead coach my name was inthe hat and they chose Reider,which was fine. I stuck to theprocess. I could have left then,but I didn’t. I knew my timewas coming at some point.”


