
100 years ago
March 15, 1923• The heaviest windstormof recent years, amountingalmost to a cyclone, visitedArcola and surrounding coun-try Sunday night and idd animmense amount of propertydamage. There was no greatdamage to any particular per-son, but shed, barns, wind-mills and chicken houses wereoverturned by the score, someresidences and stores wereslightly damaged, many treesblown down and the tele-phone service badly interrupt-ed. The wind was accompa-nied by a heavy rainfall. • There was a mighty bowl-ing session of brave, bold,both bicepial and boneybowlers on the local alleys lastThursday evening when somelocal business men hung upsome terrific scores. Thescores ran all the way from 56to 174. A team composed of EdLyons, O. R. Twiford, HoraceHood, J. W. Speleman and P.J.Goggin conquered by a marginof 13 pins a team composed ofL. G. Engle, W. F. Haley, HarveEdgar, Hugh  Cunningham andFred Groves. • A quiet city primary washeld Tuesday in which about200 votes were cast. Therewas only one contest and thatwas for the nomination forcity treasurer on the People’sTicket. In this race the nomi-nation went to Wm. B. Moorewho received 109 votes to 80for A. F. Bradbury. • An enjoyable meeting ofthe Music Club was held withMrs. T. F. Monahan onMonday evening. VicePresident, Mrs. Cora Heeb,presided. The program wason Rubinstein. Mrs. T. F.Monahan told some enter-taining facts concerningRubinestin’s life and works. 

50 years ago
March 15, 1973• The board referendum tofinance the remodeling of theArcola HIgh School buildingand additions to both the highschool and grade school build-ing was defeated lastSaturday. The overall vote onthe $1.3 million bond issuewas 408 for and 738 against.There were 1,106 ballots castwith 15 spoiled ballots. A lackof support from city residentsand almost unanimous oppo-sition in the rural areas wereshown by the voting returns. • Fifteen cars were piled intwo different piles as theywere collected by DonEdwards, Jr. of the D & JSalvage Yard and Arcolapoliceman John Calhoun in aneffort to rid the community oftheir unsightliness. The 15cars were towed away in twodays with the permission ofthe owners. Five more autoswere scheduled to be pickedup and there is no charge fortheir removal. • Arcola superintendentJohn Lowey told the schoolboard that the high schoolbasketball game gate receiptstotaled $2, 350.40 ($15,837.14 today)  for an averageof $261. 15 ($1,759.65 today)per game. • The 1972-73 Arcola HighSchool Varsity basketball teamrecently completed their sea-son. Members are Jeff Butler,Ken Stark, Mark Reynolds,Mike Wilkerson, LarryStenger, Darryl Dunagan,Barry King, Bob Moore, DeanBartholomew, Steve Johns, JimMiller and Mick Snyder. • Gary’s Robo-Wash recent-ly opened for business inArcola on route 133 acrossfrom the Embassy. The newfirm uses a patented drivethrough washing system to

clean the exterior of your car. • Mr. and Mrs. BillAnderson are announcing thebirth of their first child, a girl,born at 8:16 p.m. March 9 inJarman Hospital. She has beennamed Michelle Lee. • Deborah Hamm, MaryBrown, Mrs. JackBrandenburg, Erma Stumpand Susie Saunders of Arcolawere part of a group of 39members and guests of theDouglas County HomeEconomics Council that sawpaintings by Renoir March 15at the Art Institute of Chicago. 
25 years ago
March 19, 1998• Seventy-nine childrenbetween the ages of 3-5 par-ticipated in the preschool test-ing last week. The event washeld in two days at the ArcolaFirst Christian Church andwas sponsored by Project H. E.L. P. (Helping Educate LittlePeople). • The Illinois CommerceCommission has approved aNorthern Illinois WaterCompany proposal to raisewater rates in three centralIllinois divisions, includingone which services Arcolaarea residents. An averageresidential customer in theChampaign Divisioni withusage of approximately 900cubic feet during the billingperiod could see an increaseof slightly more than than fourpercent. A current bill ofapproximately $29.32 ($53.81today)  could increase to$30.56 ($56.09 today)whennew rates are in place accord-ing to statistics from theIllinois CommerceCommission. • The Arcola boys basket-ball team was honoredMonday night with a banquetin the cafeteria. Special award

winners for the 20-10 PurpleRiders were Bobby Kerner(Most Valuable Reserve), BradPullen (Brian ‘Hondo’ HanleyHustle Award), JeremyBlackwell (Most ValuablePlayer, Best Free ThrowPercentage and Best FieldGoal Percentage Awards) andKeith Sargent (MostRebounds). Karl Parrish wasthe coach.  Kolin Peterson(honorable mention),Blackwell (unanimous firstteam), Pullen (honorablemention) and Sargent (secondteam) were all-Little OkawValley Conference selections. • An Arcola business willmark a milestone later thisyear. Kathy’s Floral Fixin’s,located at 110 N. Oak will becelebrating its 20th anniver-sary this December. OwnerKathy Graves will host aspring open house Friday,March 20, at the shop. Hershot is in a building she hadbuilt and designed, and hasbeen at the current location(across from the depot) sinceAugust 1983. • The family of BlancheMattingly gathered Sunday,March 15 for a dinner at thehome of her son VernieMattingly. The gathering wasto honor Mrs. Mattingly on her99th birthday. • Kenneth Blagg of Arcolawill celebrate his 80th birth-day on March 25. A family get-together is planned. Mr. Blaggfarmed in the Arcola area for48 years, retiring in 1985. Heis a member of the WalnutGrove Christian Church. • Loretta Coatney of Arcolahas always wanted to own andoperate a flower shop. OnMarch 20, that lifelong dreamwill become reality whenHallie Mae’s Flower Gardenopens at 207. E. Main Street.Hallie Mae’s will be a full-ser-

vice flower shop, completewith fresh flowers, silks, bal-loons and gift items. Deliveryservice will be available. 
10 years ago
March 14, 2013• Students at ArcolaElementary School provedrecently what they can accom-plish when challenged; espe-cially when the challengecomes from their own teach-ers. The students not only met,but surpassed the goal fo$8,000 ($14, 683.19 today) inArcola’s Jump Rope for Heart,which was also in memory ofthe late Kevin Eadie, who wasa 13-year-old Arcola JuniorHigh student at the time of hisdeath in October 2011 as aresult of a hereditary heartcondition. The final tally was$8,483.36, which exceededthe previous record b y $700(1, 284.78 today).. The three P.E. Teachers agreed to let thetop eight students who raisedthe most money got to throwwhipped cream pies at theteachers (Jason Retz, KimKennell and Lydia Benson). Inaddition Brock Kennell got toput a pie in her mom (KimKennell’s) face (pictured onthe front page of the R-H). • Arcola Sunrise RotaryClub President Larry Howellpresented plaques to AndresRojas and Cara Roberts forbeing named the Arcola HighSchool February Seniors of theMonth. • A pair of upsets produced

a regional tournament cham-pionship for the Arcola eighthgrade volleyball team lastweek at the Findlay Regional.The fourth-seeded PurpleRiders outslated third-seededNokomis in the regional titlematch last Thursday by thescores of 19-25, 25-9, 25-22.Arcola advanced to the cham-pionship with an upset overtop-seeded Neoga onThursday, March 5. The Riderswon in straight sets 25-23, 25-20. Members of the eighthgrade team are MorganHobghood, Valerie Kuhns,Ixcell Vegas, Faith Spelman,Claire Miller, Sohia Fishel,Megan Lindenemyer, JasieNacke, Ryann Fishel, NikitaMellor, Edith Mora, MaggieFulton, Kayli Barnes,  ns RubiGarza, The team was coachedby Bethany Wellbaum andNikki Smith. • Special Olympic athletesfrom the Arcola school districtreceived a check from theArcola Foundation for $250($321.06 today) to the ArcolaSpecial Olympians to help payfor uniforms for the athletes.The funds will also go towardmedals for the athletes. MarkSpainhour, of the ArcolaFoundation Board ofGovernors presented thedonation to Amiee Truex, asponsor of the Arcola SpecialOlympics team. Josh andEmilee Mathias, Alex Ruiz,Kosie Herrera, Phillip Morganand Eric Plummer are mem-bers of the Arcola team. 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

Breakfast & Lunch Specials 
March 16th to March 22nd

OPEN 5:30 AM- 3:00 PM EVERY DAY

BREAKFASTSERVEDALL DAY!

HEN HOUSE
RESTAURANT & GIFT SHOP
“GOOD HOME COOKIN”

SAT.
18th

SUN.
19th

MON.
20th

TUE.
21st

WED.
22nd

FRI.
17th

   THU.
16th

BREAKFAST - 2 Eggs, Hashbrowns, 1/2 Order Biscuits & Gravy $6.55
LUNCH - Meatloaf Dinner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
BREAKFAST - Breakfast Shoe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
LUNCH -         Corned Beef & Cabbage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.99
BREAKFAST - Country Fried Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
LUNCH - Salisbury Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
BREAKFAST - Two Breaded or Grilled Pork Chops  . . . . . . . .$9.95
LUNCH - BBQ Pork Ribs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.55
BREAKFAST - 2 Pancakes, 2 Patties & Coffee  . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
LUNCH - Ham and Beans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
BREAKFAST - Mini Country Boy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6.55
LUNCH - Western Burger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
BREAKFAST - Silver Dollar Pancakes, 2 Eggs, 2 Bacon  . .$6.55
LUNCH - Chef’s Choice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$?.??

CHECK OUT

OUR DAILY

SPECIALS!

Join Us Friday, March 17th
Saint Patrick’s Day

Meal: Corned Beef, Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes & Roll

ILMEA DISTRICT 5 piloted the first ILMEA Elementary Honor Band on Wednesday, March
8, at Eastern Illinois University. The honor band featured over 200 of the top 5th and 6th
grade students in the region split between two bands (The Illinois Band and Lincoln Band).
The nomination portal had opened back in October with students being selected in
December. The Arcola school district had five students selected for this top honor: Beau
Raymond, Maxwell Bales-Turner, Max Lyons, Brayden Williams, and Jaxson McCullough.
Band Director Kevin Boyle states, "When this was first announced that we were going to be
doing something like this, I didn't know what to expect with it being the very first one, but
overall it was a great experience and I hope more ILMEA districts push for this type of
ensemble throughout the State!" Submitted photo.

education or English as sec-ond language. The district willbe receiving some grant fundsto assist teachers with tuitionand fee costs.In other business, theBoard renewed its transporta-tion contract with Gould BusService of Tuscola with a 6.82percent increase. Mulligansaid he thinks it was a fairincrease considering that thebus service did not raise itsrate last year and in light ofinflation. He added that hewould like to look into buyingan activity bus, which he saidGould Transportation sup-ports. He said the lead time forordering a bus is 13 months.

Also approved was a one-year renewal with eSpark at acost of $22,892. The companyprovides services for the dis-tricts one-to-one program,where students are assessedand tutorials provided foreach child. “It’s a great way todifferentiate for each kid,”Mulligan said.He added that he consid-ered a three-year contract butsaid there may be somechanges coming soon thatwould make the one-yearagreement more practical.The difference in costbetween a single-year andmulti-year contract is not thatmuch, he said.The Board also approvedthe purchase of additionalcomputer devices for next

year. Mulligan said the districtis looking at buying laptopsfor some of the older students. The Board also approved afield trip to the SheddAquarium for the sixth gradeand an Easter egg fundraiserfor the high school softballteam. Mulligan reported thatwork on the city’s baseballand softball fields is progress-ing. He said the softball dia-mond would be ready forgame play this week but that acouple of baseball games mayneed to be moved.Mulligan also said he’d liketo consider utilizing an Arcolainstructor for the county CEOprogram. The program hashad difficulty keeping direc-tors, he said. He added that if

the county could not sustainthe program, he would wantto look into establishing onefor the Arcola district becauseit has been such a worthwhileproject. The program teachesstudents how to be entrepre-neurs. He said Emily Coombewould be interested in theposition, which would requirean MOU with the union. “idon't want to lose the pro-gram even if we have to startour own,” Mulligan said.
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