
 ARCOLA RECORD-HERALD                                                                                     Wednesday, March 15, 2023                                                                                                                     PAGE 5

SPORTS

AFTER THE GAME
Rt. 133, Arcola •  268-4141

GOOD LUCK PURPLE RIDERS!

THE CITY OF
ARCOLA
Good Luck
Arcola 

Purple Riders!

Good Food • Good Coffee • Good Neighbors
Order Online at:

www.broomtowncafearcola.com

Open Mon.-Sat.
6:30 am - 2 pm

Fri. ‘til 8 pm
130 E. Main St.

Arcola, IL
217-518-1022

221 E. Main, Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3885 • Toll Free: 1-888-543-3885

Our Family: Jeff, Lisa, Taylor & Beau Edwards,
Corey, Cara, Camryn & Cooper Roberts

I-57 & SR 133, Arcola • 268-3712

LINDENMEYER
INSURANCE AGENCY
A Compass Insurance Partner

Good
Luck Riders

& Employees
Arcola

Get Pumped Up Riders!

Huckstep’s
PROFESSIONAL HOME REPAIR

KEVIN HUCKSTEP- Owner 
Arcola, IL 61910 • Ph.: (217) 294-2232

Email - huck85@yahoo.com

406 E. Springfield Rd.,
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3041

P.O. Box 100, Arcola, IL 61910 • 217 268-4911 • 217-246-6732
For more information contact: Jennifer Shafer
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

& MAKE ARCOLA A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

ARCOLA 
ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION
Once a Purple Rider
Always a Purple Rider!

1882 - 2023
Check us out at: arcolaalumni.org

Lisa Sappenfield
Boyer, CFP

Stan G. Boyer
102 E. Main, Arcola

268-3216
“RIDERS RULE”

Supporting good sportsmanship
throughout the conference.  Animal Health Care Center

531 E. Springfield Rd.
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-4747

Emergency 840-7278

GO PURP!

Kimberly Livezey, DVM

111 W. Springfield Rd., Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3014 • Mon.-Sat. 7:00-6:00, Closed Sunday

ARCOLA SPORTS SPONSORS
WHOSE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF ARCOLA SCHOOL

ATHLETICS MAKE THIS PAGE POSSIBLE

Thank You

www.arcolafb.com
217-268-4911

GOOD LUCK RIDERS!

Better Newspapers Inc.118 E. Main St., Arcola • 268-4950www.arcolarecordherald.com@ArcolaRecordHerald
The Thomas

Monahan Company
“GOOD LUCK RIDERS”

By Mike MonahanARCOLA – I think ourbiggest thing is we are goingto have to be small ball  andthat kind of worries me a lit-tle bit because I have neverbeen a small ball player orcoach. I think we can get itfigured out and hopefully itworks out for us,” saidArcola softball coach CaraRoberts, who is in her sixthseason. Gone from last year areElizabeth Humphrey,Adriana Warren and AveryKessler. Warren hit .468,which was second best onthe team with 31 runs battedin and nine doubles. Averyhit .337 and Humphrey hit.302. The Lady Riders haveseven seniors, one junior,five sophomores and twofreshmen on the team for atotal of 15, just one belowlast year. “Kiera Hohlbauch (who isheaded to play softball atEureka) is going to be one ofthe main seniors and she willprobably see the pitchingcircle the most games,” saidRoberts. “We have JaceyKessler back as a catcher(junior) and a lot of utilityplayers that can play any-where. Kacie Sisk (sopho-more) will see the pitchers’circle too. Our defense, in myopinion, is better when Kierais in the pitching circle. It isgreat that we have sevenseniors and a lot of them areleaders on the team. Theyknow what they are doingand they have been in thesport for four years now.”Roberts also feels thedefense will be a strength. “We have been workingquite a bit on hitting and Ifeel our defense will be astrength,” said Roberts. 

Eva Hopkins, a senior, isgoing to play softball for thefirst time since coach-pitch. “I think she can help quitea bit with running the basesand speed in the outfield,”said Roberts. As usually the weatherhas not allowed Arcola to beon the softball field at all.They have been out twice,but not on the field due tofinishing construction of therevamped field. Robertshopes it will be ready nextweek or the following week.“We were able to get out-side and just work on popflys and stuff like that,” saidRoberts.  Through 28 gamesHohlbauch hit .500 with 32RBI’s and 14 home runs andwas the team-leader in bothcategories.  Arcola was 14-15 overall and 6-3 in theLPC, good for third place lastseason. “It is definitely hard to getthings done when you areinside,” said Hohlbauch.“When we were outside wereally utilized our time well.”Hohlbauch said she hasworked on being more of aleader with Warren andAvery Kessler gone. Roberts said freshmanEma Simpson is a really goodcatcher and can also playshortstop or pretty muchanyplace. “As a catcher she looks sonatural and that will be a bighelp this year and maybe inthe future as well,” saidRoberts. Roberts said MakenzieThomas will move to firstbase. “Thomas played outfieldfor us the last three seasons,”said Robrerts. “She is tall andhas got the length to playfirst base  (when Hohlbauch

is pitching) and so that iswhere I am expecting her toplay. She has played infieldbefore, but not on the varsi-ty, but I think she can handlethe job.”Roberts said there are stillpeople fighting for positionssuch as Reyli Vega and GraceWagoner are battling it out,”said Roberts of second base.“It is good to have two sen-iors both do that as they bothwant to be on the field. Vegacan also play short, so that isgood.”Vanessa Condarco isexpected to fill in for AvaSimpson, who is out for a fewweeks with an appendixremoved. “I think Vanessa will be abig asset in the outfield and Iam expecting her to playcenter for us,” said Roberts. Grace and MakennaWagoner, twins that startedlast year with Makenna play-ing in the outfield and Gracein the infield, which isexpected to be the case thereagain. “We lost some games lastyear that I think we will winthis year,” said Hohlbauch.“We were in a lot of competi-tive games last year that welost.”Assistant coach isStephanie Flier, who is in theguidance department in thehigh school, is a 2013Cumberland grad and hadplenty of success during herhigh school years playing onthe third place team in 2011(24-8 third place in Class A)and on a controversial sec-ond place team where thestate championship gamewas called in the sixth with arunner on first and one outand the top of the order up.The game was called withMilledgeville ahead 5-4.

Senior dominated softball team ready for small-ball

ARCOLA SOFTBALL 
ROSTER 2022-23Head coach: Cara Roberts 6th year 50-78 .391Assistant coach: Stephanie Flier

SeniorsName                                          Number       PositionVanessa Condarco                        21                  OFKeira Hohlbauch                          30                P/IFEva Hopkins                                   24                  OFMakenzie Thomas                        12               UtilityReyli Vega                                        1                    IFGracie Wagoner                             3                    IFMakenna Wagoner                        4                   OF
JuniorsJacey Kessler                                 10                C/OF
SophomoresHayden Gauna                               31                   IFKaydence Nichols                          7                    IFShelby Roberts-McGeehon        15                  OFAva Simpson                                  14                  OFKacie Sisk                                         5                 P/OFNohemi Vasquez                           20                  OF
FreshmenMiaya Brian                                   13                   IFEma Simpson                                  2                  C/IF

2023 SCHEDULE(all games start at 4:30 p.m.unless noted)
March 20 at Shelbyville;
March 21 at Central A&M;
March 22- vs.Windsor/Stewardson-Strasburg at Stewardson-Strasburg; 
March 23 MERIDIAN; 
March 27 CHRISMAN; 
March 31 SULLIVAN
April 1 VANDALIA, TEU-TOPOLIS, 10 a.m.; 
April 3 at Okaw Valley*; 
April 4 EFFINGHAM ST.ANTHONY; 
April 5 at Tuscola; 
April 7 at Villa Grove*; 
April 8 MARTINSVILLE, 10a.m.; 
April 10 at Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond*; 
April 11 at Mattoon; 
April 14 CUMBERLAND*;
April 17 at Heritage*; 
April 20 at Salt Fork; 
April 21 TRI-COUNTY*; 
April 22-vs. South Central,Edwards County atKinmundy, 10 a.m.; 
April 24 at Argenta-Oreana*; 
April 28 BLUE RIDGE*
May 1 CERROGORDO/BEMENT*; 
May 3 URBANA; 
May 5 at Decatur St.Teresa; 
May 11 CASEY-WEST-FIELD; 
May 12 MARSHALL; 
May 15-20 Class 1Aregional tournament, TBA
*-Lincoln Prairie
Conference game


