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We're here and
ready to help.

We know that these are uncertain
and challenging times, and your
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questions to servicing your vehicle
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Don’t come to us.
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OBITUARIES

Ruth Ann Navel

Ruth Ann Navel, 80, of
Arcola, passed away at 4:37
p.m. on Saturday, March 25,
2023, at Arcola Health Care
Center.

Funeral Services will be
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday
April 1 at the Edwards Funeral
Home. Visitation will be held
one hour prior to the funeral.
Burial will be in the Bourbon
Cemetery.

A full obituary will appear
in next week's paper.

Additional obituaries are in the B Section

Advocates push for tax
credit aimed at increasing
affordable housing

By NIKA SCHOONOVER
Capitol News Illinois
nschoonover@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD -
Lawmakers are considering
bills that would create a new
tax credit for affordable hous-
ing, referred to as the “Build
Illinois Homes Tax Credit.”

The legislation, contained
in the identical House Bill
2044 and Senate Bill 1737,
would mirror a federal pro-
gram administered by the
Illinois Housing Development
Authority and  Chicago
Department of Housing which
helps finance affordable hous-
ing across Illinois.

The Illinois  Housing
Council, a non-profit member-
ship association consisting of
over 260 businesses and non-
profits, has been advocating
for the measure’s passage.

“Our state is facing an
affordable housing crisis,
stemming from years of hous-
ing under-production,” Allison
Clements, executive director
of IHC, testified in a Senate
committee. “Our state’s hous-
ing deficit has grown 64 per-
cent since 2012, meaning we
have more people needing
homes than are available.”

A 2023 IHC report showed
Illinois still has a deficit of
low-income housing despite
the federal program.
According to the report,
Illinois has lost 13 percent of
its low-rent units since 2011.
Additionally, while there are

more than 450,000 extremely
low-income renters in Illinois,
there are only about 150,000
affordable and available
rental units, creating a deficit
of about 288,000.

“The dollars have actually
filled a critical need but they are
only a short-term solution to
build affordable housing in
[llinois,” Rep. Dagmara Avelar, a
Democrat from Bolingbrook
and lead sponsor on HB 2044,
said in a House committee hear-
ing Thursday. “The long-term,
permanent solution is a state
tax credit, the Build Illinois
Homes Tax Credit that can sus-
tain affordable housing con-
struction over the next 10
years.”

If passed, the Build Illinois
credit would cost the state
$35 million annually for 10
years, which advocates say
would help increase the num-
ber of housing units by 3,500
each year. Once investors con-
struct the housing develop-
ments, they would be eligible
for an income tax credit based
on the development area.

Clements emphasized that
the state tax credit would only
be issued after the construction
of a unit is complete and quali-
fied tenants are moved in.

“Private sector investors,
not taxpayers, are going to
bear the financial risk of a
project not being completed
or successful and they closely
monitor and oversee each
development where these
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credits are involved,”
Clements said in the House
committee. “Because the state
tax credit is not claimed by an
investor until the affordable
housing is successfully built
and completed, passing this
state tax credit this year
would not result in any budget
impacts to the state until
2026.”

According to the [HC report,
over 20 states currently use tax
credits to attract private equity
for building more affordable
housing. Lawmakers in
Kentucky and Ohio are also con-
sidering measures to enact such
programs.

Gov. ]JB Pritzker proposed
additional funds for housing
in his budget address. The
program, referred to as
“Home Illinois,” would pro-
vide for a $50 million increase
in homelessness services,
including for emergency shel-
ter, short-term rental assis-
tance and the development of
new permanent supportive
housing units. If implemented,
“Home Illinois” would bring

the total funding in that area
to $350 million.

In his budget address on Feb.
15, the governor estimated over
120,000 people experience
homelessness annually and
over 76,000 children live in
overcrowded shared housing.

“The faces of Illinoisans
with no home to go to are not
homogenous,” Pritzker said in
his budget address. “They
include single parents with
infants and toddlers, 6th
graders trying to complete
their homework using toilets
as a desk in temporary shared
housing, and LGBTQ+ high
schoolers who were kicked
out of their homes by their
parents.”

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state gov-
ernment. It is distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide, as well as hun-
dreds of radio and TV sta-
tions. It is funded primarily
by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.
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