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SPORTS

Thomas returns with excellence; baseball starts 2-0

By Mike Monahan

BROADLANDS - The return
of Louisville recruit Tanner
Thomas happened to be on the
first game of the season as rain
canceled the first several.
Thomas was cleared to play on
opening day, March 30. The
game was at LeRoy instead of
at Hoopeston as they had dou-
ble booked games.

Thomas suffered a ham-
string avulsion and tendon
rupture (ruptured his ham-
string tendon off the bone) in a
football game on Sept. 30 at
Niantic in a 28-12 win over
Sangamon Valley.

Thomas returned to his
strong pitching ways as he
threw five innings and allowed
four hits, two runs, one earned,
with two walks and 11 strike-
outs and offensively was per-
fect in two at-bats with a home
run and two RBIs. Arcola beat
last year’s Class A fourth place
team LeRoy, a team that has
won 20 or more in the last
seven seasons.

Monday at Don Stampini
Field in Broadlands, Arcola
freshman Jackson Griffith made
his first hit of the young season
count as it was a two-run homer
in the first inning against
Heritage in the Lincoln Prairie
Conference opener. The Purple
Riders scored in three of the
four innings it batted, including
six in the second for a 9-0
advantage. Arocla went on to
record a 13-1 victory in a game
called after four and a half
innings due to the 10-run rule.

The game was originally
scheduled to be played at
Arcola, but the field is not
ready yet. Therefore Arcola
was the home team.

Arcola was to have traveled
to Assumption to play Central
A&M Wednesday.

Arcola is to play home
against Martinsville at 10 a.m.
Saturday in the first game on

the new field at Moore

Memorial Park.

Arcola 13,
Heritage |,
5 innings

Arcola led 1-0 when Griffth
stepped to the plate with one
out and Brevyn Whisman on
second. With a count of 1-1 he
smacked the ball over the
fence in left field.

[ saw the pitch out of his
hand and it came down a little
inside and a little high,” said
Griffith. “I turned on it a little
bit and it went as far as I want-
ed to.It is my first hit on the
high school team and so it
means a lot.”

The Purple Riders erupted
with six runs in the second to
take control over the 0-7,
Hawks a young team.

The inning started with a
double by Shonwiler to left-cen-
ter. It was one of seven doubles
for Arcola on a day with tem-
peratures in the 70s and strong
wind blowing to left. A single by
Gerardo Alanis put runners on
the corner for Austin Kutz, who
singled, scoring Shonkwiler.
Brevyn Whisman doubled and
Alanis scored as did Kutz on an
error. Caiden Helmuth doubles
in Whisman for a 7-0 lead.
Helmuth scored on a line drive
down the right field line for a
double. Henson-Stice scored
after going to third on wild
pitch and reaching home on a
single by Phillips for the 9-0
advantage.

Heritage, coached by Arcola
graduate Jason Conn, scored its
lone run in the fourth when
Zaien Smith led off with a walk
on a full-count pitch. With one
out Joey Markstahler reached
on an error and Smith
advanced to third. Smith
scored on a single by Jullian
Gray.

“We definitely hit the ball
today,” said Arcola coach Mike
Phillips. “I thought we played
well defensively.”

Bradon Shonkwiler picked
up the victory throwing 42
pitches, 29 for strikes and
allowing two hits with no
walks and six strikeouts.

“I  thought Shonkwiler
pitched well today, said
Phillips.

“We are still getting the feel
for things offensively wise and
on the field just due to the fact
we have not been able to be
outside. We are still working
out some bugs.”

Arcola 7, LeRoy 3

Arcola scored four runs in
the second and never trailed.

The inning started with
Jayden Henson-Stice being hit

by a pitch. Braden Phillips sin-
gled and with one out D. ].
Stevens singled to load the
bases for Austin Kutz who
reached on a fielder’s choice as
Henson-Stice scored. Phillips
went home via an error and
Kutz moved to second before
Thomas hit a two-run homer to
center.

Thomas struck out eight of
the first nine Panthers. Brody
Bennett had the first hit for
LeRoy to lead off the fourth for
the team that lost seven play-
ers from last year’s team due
to graduation, including six
pitchers. Bennett advanced on
a single to left by Noah
Company and advanced to
third on a fielder’s choice
before scoring on a single by
Tyson Brent.

“It was nice to get him on

the mound after a long off-sea-
son on recovery,” said Phillips.
“It was nice and he looked real-
ly good. He just got up there in
pitch count. So Jayden Henson-
Stice came in and shut things
down. He did a good job on the
mound.”

Thomas threw 97 pitches,
59 for strikes.

On the mound last season
Thonas had 99 strikeouts and
22 walks in eight appearances
and an earned run average of
1.08 throwing 46 and a third
innings. He was a unanimous
first team all-LPC player.

Aroclaled 5-3 before adding
two insurance runs in the sev-
enth, one on a single by
Hemuth and the other on a
two-out walk to Anthony
Garza.

“That was a good win for us;

a good way to start the sea-

son,” said Phillips.
Heritage 000 10-1-3-6
Arcola 360 4x-13-11-2
Winning pitcher: Braden Shonkwiler (1-0)
3 innings, 2 hits, 0 runs, 0 walks, 6 strikeouts.
Relief: D.J. Stevens 2 innings, 1 hit, 1 run, 0
earned, 1 walk, 1 strikeout
ARCOLA: Tanner Thomas 1-for-3, run,
double, RBI; Brevyn Whisman 2-for-4, 2 runs,
2 doubles, 2 RBis; Caiden Helmuth 1-for-2,
double, run, RBI; Jackson Griffith 1-for-3, 2
runs, home run, 2 RBIs; Jayden Henson-Stice
1-for-2, double,run, RBI; Braden Phillips 1-
for-2, run RBI; Shonkwiler 1-for-1, double,
run; Gerardo Alanis 1-for-3, 2 runs; Austin
Kutz 2-for-3, double, 2 runs, 2 RBIs
Arcola 040 010 2--7-8-3
LeRoy 000 11 0-3-4-1
Winning pitcher: Thomas (1-0) 5 innings,
4 hits, 2 runs, 1 earned, 11 strikeouts, 2
walks. Relief: Henson-Stice 2 innings, 0 hits 1
run, 0 earned, 3 strikeouts, 0 walks
ARCOLA: Thomas 2-for-2, 3 runs, dou-
ble, home run, 2 RBIs; Whisman 2-for-4, dou-
ble, run; Helmuth 1-for-4, 2 RBIs; Henson-
Stice run; Phillips 1-for-3, run; Anthony Garza
run;Stevens 2-for-3; Kutz run, RBI

Saturday

a.m.
Tuesday

Baseball
Friday

High school boys
and girls track.

Arcola at Arthur-Lovington-
Atwood-Hammond Invite 10

Sullivan at Arcola, 4 p.m.

Arcola at Arthur-Lovington-
Atwood-Hammond, 4:30 p.m.

Sullivan at Arcola, 4:30 p.m.

ARCOLA SPORTS SCHEDULE

(Through April 121)

Friday

Villa Grove at Arcola, 4:30 p.m.

Saturday

a.m.
Monday

Arcola at Arthur-
Lovington-Atwood-
Hammond, 4:30

p.m.
Tuesday

Saturday Arcola at Mattoon,
Martinsville at Arcola, 10 a.m. A8 D,
Monday Junior High boys
Arcola at Argenta-Oreana, 4:30  and girls track
p.m. Thursday
Wednesday

Tri-County, Bement at Arcola, 4

p.m.

Martinsville at Arcola, 10

Softball

ARCOLA
ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

Once a Purple Rider
Always a Purple Rider!

1882 - 2023
Check us out at: arcolaalumni.org

ARCOLA SPORTS SPONSORS

WHOSE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF ARCOLA SCHOOL

ATHLETICS MAKE THIS PAGE POSSIBLE

GO PURP!

THE CITY OF
ARCOLA

Good Luck
Arcola
Purple Riders!

LAW OFFICE OF

KOSIC & STOUT, e

Animal Health Care Center

Kimberly Livezey, DVM

531 E. Springfield Rd.
Arcola, IL 61910

&
mj 217-268-4747
b/ Emergency 840-7278

ARCOLA « BEMENT

Supporting good sportsmanship
throughout the conference.

EDWARDS

Investment

Advisors

Lisa Sappenfield
Boyer, CFP
Stan G. Boyer
102 E. Main, Arcola
268-3216

“RIDERS RULE”

SAPPENFIELD

FUNERAL HOME

221 E. Main, Arcola, IL 61910

217-268-3885 © Toll Free: 1-888-543-3885
Our Family: Jeff, Lisa, Taylor & Beau Edwards,
Corey, Cara, Camryn & Cooper Roberts

The Thomas
Monahan Company

“GOOD LUCK RIDERS”

[

ARCOLA

KEVIN HUCKSTEP- Owner
Arcola, IL 61910 e Ph.: (217) 294-2232
Email - huck85@yahoo.com

&

woodshed hedlth & fitness

o

Gel Pumped Up Riders!

LINDENMEYER
INSURANCE AGENCY

A Compass Insurance Partner

406 E. Springfield Rd.,
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3041

ARCOLA

FOUNDATION

P.0. Box 100, Arcola, IL 61910 « 217 268-4911 « 217-246-6732
For more information contact: Jennifer Shafer
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
& MAKE ARCOLA A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Good
Luck Riders

GRABLR

Building Supply
& HARDWARE

111 W. Springfield Rd., Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3014 * Mon.-Sat. 7:00-6:00, Closed Sunday

SINCE 1975

inc.

& Employees

Arcola

A

IRECORD-HERALD

Serving Arcola since 1866

Better Newspapers Inc.
118 E. Main St., Arcola ¢ 268-4950
Wy\{w.arcolarecordherald.com

w @ArcolaRecordHerald

PIZZA
RESTAURANT
AFTER THE GAME

Rt. 133, Arcola ® 268-4141
GOOD LUCK PURPLE RIDERS!

2 /J \ =

NOW OPEN!

Open Mon.-Sat.
6:30 am - 2 pm
Fri. ‘til 8 pm

HEN
HOUSE

[-57 & SR 133, Arcola » 268-3712

M FirRsT BANK

www.arcolafb.com
217-268-4911

GOOD LUCK RIDERS!
flel e

217-268-4889
Sav=Mor

PHARMACY
Store Hours: 8:30-4:30 except Wed. 8:30-5:00
121 W. Springfield Road - Arcola
GO RIDERS! Have a safe and rewarding year!
Your local Sav-Mor Pharmacy supports you!

130 E. Main St.
Arcola, IL
217-518-1022

flo)=

Good Food * Good Coffee * Good Neighbors

Order Online at:
www.broomtowncafearcola.com

Village Coffeehouse




