
a bill that passed the Senatebefore break. Sponsored by DaveKoehler, D-Peoria, Senate Bill2368 allows the state’s CapitalDevelopment Board to pro-hibit occupation of such afacility until it is inspected.The building would have to becompliant with several stateor federal building codes forelectricity, energy efficiency,accessibility, and plumbing, aswell as the Fire InvestigationAct. “Basically, what this does isestablishes a statewide build-ing code as a minimum stan-dard,” Koehler said duringfloor debate. “Now most com-munities are going to havewell above the minimum stan-dard. But the reason that thisis important is because Illinoisis one of only six states in theunion that does not have astatewide building code.” Koehler said when Illinoishas a natural disaster andapplies for funding from theFederal Emergency Manage-ment Agency, the state has tocheck a box noting it doesn’tcurrently have such a code. “And so it costs us money,”he said. The bill would requiremunicipalities with existingbuilding codes to adopt atleast the newly createdstatewide minimum standardand submit their plans to thestate. A homeowner renovat-ing a residential property in ajurisdiction without a buildingcode would have to adopt thecode of any jurisdiction within100 miles of the constructionin the contract with theirbuilder. Otherwise, it would have tocomply with the newstatewide standards, which

apply to new construction andany renovations that increasethe property’s value by 50percent or more.  Republicans questionedwhether a statewide codewould be enforceable insmaller towns. “It's up to a municipality asto how they want to enforceit,” Koehler said. “The CapitalDevelopment Board is respon-sible for having organizationssay that they're, you know,what codes they have and allthat. In terms of who enforcesthat? I don't know.” Sen. Chapin Rose, R-Mahomet, used a small townin his district as an example tospeak against the bill.“In Metcalf, Illinois, theydon’t have anybody to mowthe lawn, okay, let aloneinspect a house,” Rose said.“But more importantly, you'retelling an awful lot of peoplewho couldn't afford to repairand maintain their home inthe first place that we justdoubled or tripled the bill.And there may or may not besome guy from the (CapitalDevelopment Board) knock-ing on their door.”The measure passed 34-18with one present vote and itawaits action in the House.
Cash 
requirementsLawmakers advanced a billthat would mandate retailestablishments to accept cashfor purchases under $750.Senate Bill 1979 passed 40-16in the Senate with mainlyDemocratic support. Sen. Omar Aquino, D-Chicago, is the bill’s lead spon-sor. He said SB 1979 is aimedat protecting “underbankedand unbanked” people whoonly carry cash. “This bill is making surethat those folks…have an abil-ity to still purchase neededthings,” Aquino said. “Gettingfuel, getting their medicine atthe pharmacy, getting food onthe table that they’re able topurchase from groceries andrestaurants.”The bill also says retailestablishments can’t charge ahigher price to customers pay-ing with cash. SB 1979 alsoexempts restaurants, gas sta-tions and grocery stores fromthe requirement between 11p.m. and 6 a.m. in an effort toprotect against robbery. 
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By JERRY NOWICKI
& NIKA SCHOONOVER
Capitol News Illinois

news@capitolnewsillinois.comSPRINGFIELD –Lawmakers went on a two-week spring break last weekwith more than 700 billsalready passed in at least onechamber of the GeneralAssembly. They will return toSpringfield on April 18 for afinal one-month stretch inwhich the measures can beamended, defeated or sent tothe governor. Among the bills to success-fully move to the other cham-ber are a measure to lift thestate’s 1987 moratorium onnuclear power plant construc-tion, a bill that would create

statewide building codes andanother requiring retail estab-lishments to accept cash pay-ments within certain hours. Gov. JB Pritzker noted lastweek that he’s generally sup-portive of the concept of lift-ing the nuclear constructionban, although he didn’t com-mit to signing the proposalcontained in Senate Bill 76,which passed on a 39-13bipartisan roll call. SB 76, as written, wouldallow any type of nuclear con-struction, including the large-scale projects. 
Statewide 
building codesBeginning in 2025, Illinoiscould have statewide buildingcodes for new or substantiallyrenovated commercial andresidential construction under
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Raymond MorrisRaymond William Morris,101, of Neoga, formerly ofCharleston, passed away at9:59 p.m. on Saturday, April 8,2023, at Heartland SeniorLiving in Neoga.Funeral services will beheld at 10 a.m. on Thursday,April 13, at the ImmanuelLutheran Church, 902Cleveland Avenue inCharleston. Pastor KennethHoover will officiate. Burialwill be in Rest HavenMemorial Gardens in Mattoon.Visitation will be held from 6–8 p.m. on Wednesday, April12, at the church. TheEdwards Funeral Home isassisting with arrangements. Raymond was born onAugust 17, 1921, in Mattoon,the first of 10 children born toJohn William and Marie (Price)Morris. He married MadonnaNaidene Buser on December 14,1941, in Mattoon.  They werehappily married for 77 yearsbefore she passed away on June3, 2019.Survivors include one son,Gary Morris and his wife Jeriof Mattoon; one daughter, LoriCounts of Mattoon; threegrandchildren, Clint Morris ofFranklin, Ind,, Stephanie Sappand her husband Joe ofMattoon, and Katie (Counts)Good of Charleston; six greatgrandchildren; one sister,Shirley Easton of Mattoon;two brothers, John “Mick”Morris of Mattoon, andAnthony Morris and his wifeSharon of Alton; a sister-in-law, Joyce Buser of Mattoon;and several nieces andnephews.He was preceded in deathby his parents; his wife,Madonna; two brothers,Clifford Morris, and ArtMorris; four sisters,Marguerite Lepper, Ruth

Edwards, Dorothy Hills, andBetty Welch; and a brother-in-law, Owen Buser.Raymond was an ArmyVeteran of WWII. He was aMilitary Police stationed atBelle Fourche SD with GermanPOWs.He was a faithful memberof the Immanuel LutheranChurch in Charleston. Heserved as chairman of thechurch congregation; heserved as a trustee, elder,usher, and Sunday Schoolteacher for many years. Healso got the church aChristmas tree every year forseveral years. He always participated inthe EIU Run for Your Life andreceived a trophy for 1,000miles but kept running andwalking for years after.Raymond farmed until hewas 85 years old, and he alsoworked as head of mainte-nance over student housingfor married couples at EasternIllinois University for 32years. Raymond enjoyed wood-working in his barn, andspending time with family. Hewas a great mentor and leaderfor his family.Memorials may be made tothe Autism Society.
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PUBLIC NOTICE  •  PUBLIC NOTICE
ARCOLA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

INVITATION TO BIDArcola C.U.S.D. 306 will receive sealed bids for Asbestos Abatementfor 2023 Locker Room Renovations at Arcola Elementary & HighSchool, 351 W. Washington Street in Arcola, IL. The base bid work is to remove asbestos-containing pipe insulationand associated fittings and vibration collars from outside the boys’entryway vestibule, and boys’ and girls’ locker rooms utilizing glove-bag removal methods. The Date of Commencement is July 10, 2023. The Date of Substantial Completion is July 19, 2023. The Mandatory Prebid Meeting is on Wednesday, April 12, 2023, at12:00 p.m. The Prebid Meeting will be held at Arcola High School,351 W. Washington Street in Arcola, IL 61910.Please visit IDEAL Environmental Engineering’s website at www.ide-alenvironmental.com to register, confirm pre-bid attendance andorder the project manual. The cost for the project manual is $125.Costs are non-refundable and must be ordered through the website.Manual may be viewed at Owner or Engineer offices. The Bid Opening will be on Monday, April 24, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. atArcola C.U.S.D. 306, 351 W. Washington Street in Arcola, IL 61910.
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Pritzker: ‘Devil’s in the

details’ when considering

lifting ban on new nuclear 


