
By Mike MonahanARTHUR – After dropping a19-3 non-conference game toEffingham St. Anthony, the No.7 team in the pre-season Class2A rankings, Arcola dropped a6-2 Lincoln Prairie Conferencegame to Villa Grove. SaturdayArcola picked up a 13-2 tri-umph in a game called afterfour and a half innings due tothe 10-run rule. “Martinsville was a goodgame,” said Arcola coach CaraRoberts. “It was a fun day and agood confidence booster forour girls. It was a nice day andthat always helps. We had 12hits. We were able to hit whenwe got in the box and we madeplays in the infield and outfieldand just did what we were sup-posed to do; play good soft-ball.”However, the confidencedidn’t last long as Monday inthe LPC, Arcola dropped an 11-1 game to the Knights ofArthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond. “Against Villa Grove andArthur we waited until the fifth inning to hit (Arcola had half of12 hits in the first four inningsagainst the Blue Devils and out hit them 12-10).  Against goodconference teams we can’t dothat. We are not ready to hit.On defense you have to knowbefore the ball is hit what youare going to do and that is astruggle for us right now (14errors in 4 games). We are notfully confident in ourselves asan individual.”
A-L-A-H 11,
Arcola 1, 5 inningsMadison Schweighart hadnot allowed a hit through fourand two-thirds innings for theKnights when Ava Simpsonand Kacie Sisk singled, butwere left on base asSchweighart earned her eighthand final strikeout with fourwalks. “Maddie pitched well,” saidArthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond coach Jerry Lane.“They had about three or fourgood hitters on their team. Iam not taking away anything

from them as far as the hittinggoes. Her movement on herball looked good from where Iwas at (just inside the dugout).Her location looked good andher velocity was pretty decentat times.”The top three batters for theKnights, Charley Condill,Mackenzie Condil and AlishaFrederich were a combined 8-for-10 with seven RBIs. “The thing about our sen-iors (four) is they are greatleaders,”said Lane. “Theyunderstand the game. Theyknow the game. They teach thegame. Our freshmen and soph-omores are falling right in linewith them and watching whatthey do and learning fromthem. It is just an enjoyablething to see.”The Knights improved to 9-2 overall and 3-0 in the LPC “Neither the Villa Grovegame or the Arthur game was

By Mike MonahanARGENTA – After losing aheartbreaking 6-5 LincolnPrairie Conference game toArthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond last Friday, theArcola baseball teamimproved to 4-1 overall and 3-1 in the conference with an 8-0 victory over Argenta-OreanaMonday. Saturday the firstgame played at the revampedbaseball field at MooreMemorial park was a non-con-ference game against formerLittle Okaw Valley Conference

team, Martinsivlle. Arcolamade it a fun day with a 21-2three and a half inning gamedue to the 15-run rule afterthree innings. Arcola played another non-conference game April 12 athome against Sullivan. 
Arcola 8,
Argenta-Oreana 0Brevyn Whisman stole theshow on the mound as hepitched a complete game,throwing 89 pitches, 56 of

which were for strikes (.629)with 10 strikeouts and onlytwo hits and two walks. The Purple Riders got off toa great start with four runs inthe first. With one outWhisman helped his owncause with a double; CaidenHelmuth singled to rightadvancing Whisman to third.Whisman scored on a wildpitch and Jackson Griffithwalked to put runners at firstand second. Jayden Henson-Stice walked after both run-ners advanced on a wild pitch.Helmuth scored on a passedball and Phillips singled tocenter, scoring Griffith. Thefinal run of the inning hap-pened on an error. Whisman retired theBombers in order twice. Arcola added a run in thefifth and three more in thesixth for the victory. Helmuth was 2-for-4 forArcola, while six of the ninebatters had at least one hit. 
Arcola 21,
Martinsville 2, 
3 ½ inningsArcola erased any doubtwho would win this game asthey pushed across 12 runs inthe second after leading 2-0.The second inning included 16at-bats, 12 with two outs.Braden Shonkwiler drove intwo runs with a single. Kutzsingled to put runners on thecorners  again and Thomassingled after Shonkwiler stolehome and Kutz stole third on adouble steal.Kutz reached on an errorand advanced to second on anerror and runners were on thecorners after a single byTanner Thomas. Kutz scoredon a fielder’s choice andHelmuth reached on a fielder’s

choice as Thomas was out athome. With two outs Grifftihsingled to center, Henson-Stice reached on an error asHemuth scored. BradenPhillips walked, Anthony
Garza, the designated Hittersingled to make it 6-0 asGriffth scored.  Shonkwilerdrove in two runs with a sin-gle. Kutz singled to put run-ners on the corner again and

Thomas singled afterShonwiler stole home andKutz stole third (Arcola hadeight stolen bases) for a dou-
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breVyn WHisMAn tHroWs the first pitch in the first
official game of the season at the new baseball diamond at
Moore Park in Arcola. the city of Arcola continues to work
on the baseball, softball and t-ball diamonds in addition to
several other improvements being made at the park.
Arcola won the home opener against Martinsville 21-2 on
saturday, April 8. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA’s cAtcHer, tyson lewis, tries to get control of the ball as the runner from
Martinsville hurdles over him to tag home plate. Martinsville scored one of their two runs
on the play. Arcola’s baseball team played their first official game, and first home game of
the season, at the new baseball diamond at Moore Park in Arcola on saturday, April 8.
Arcola won 21-1 over Martinsville. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA’s KAcie sisK was the starting pitcher for a game
played with  Villa Grove on Friday, April 7. Villa Grove
defeated Arcola 6-2 in the game played at Moore Park in
Arcola. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA’s KeirA HoHlbAucH leans into the pitch from the mound in a morning game
played at Moore Park on saturday, April 8.  Arcola defeated Martinsville 13-2 in five
innings. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

SPORTS
Arcola blanks Argenta-Oreana 8-0 behind strong pitching by Whisman

See BAASEBALL on page 6

See SOFTBALL on page 6

Arcola’s offense struggled against A-L-A-H


