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IHSFCA member) offered me ajob as defensive coordinatorwith him at Central A&M and Istayed until 21014.”Conlin was also the DecaturHerald & Review Girls’ TrackCoach of the Year in 2004  andwas athletics director atCentral A&M from 1998-2014. “Naturally, I got the feverbeing around Arcola,” saidConlin. “Coach Thomas andBradford gave me a break in1981, a 22-year-old running adefense for them. That wasgreat. It was just fun beingwith Thomas and Bradfordagain. I had that on myresume. Toward the endRasmey taught me how to dealwith people. I can’t show myemotions on my sleeves. He iscalm, cool and collected. I goback to my roots and howclose knit Joe Marks, RandyRothrock, Thomas and

Bradford were and that iswhere it all started.”Coln has coached the Orderof the Eastern Star All-Starfootball game and in 2013received the US Marine CorpEducator award. Conlin was introduced bythe mc of the banquet, formerIllini consensus All-American. “Dan Miller, RandyRothrock and my whole familywere there,” said Conlin. “Itwas special to see those guysat the reception and atMoweaqua where we hadsome guys come over, includ-ing former players. Therewere coaches I coached along-side and coaches I coachedagainst at the banquet.”Conlin at one time wasasked if he was interested inbeing the head coach of Arcolain 2004 before Nathan Watsonwas named. “It is something I havewanted to do my whole life,but now things have changed,

“ said Conlin in an April 29,2004 JG-TC article. “My heartis here and this is where Iwant to retire from now.”As for being a member ofthe IHSFCA Hall of FameConlin said, “It means a lot. Isat with Dave Fink, a Unityassistant coach that was alsobeing inducted. There wereother coaches from theChicago area that had theirfingers filled with champi-onship rings. To be a smallhigh school coach and beinducted is great. The banquetwas like I thought it would belike. There were a lot of guysjust like me. Guys from smallschools that I know.”Conlin loved to break downtapes. “I really liked the prepara-tion for the games and break-ing down the film,” saidConlin. “What can I find thatother guys are doing that I cantake advantage of. We wereusing paper and pencil and/or

trading films. Now you don’thave to do that as it is all onthe computer. I spent a lot oftime with Marks and Rothrockscouting games.”In the 7-0 win overJacksonville Routt in the semi-finals Conlin helped block forthe only touchdown of thegame, a 61-yard run by JohnFishel with 5;10 left in the firstquarter. Scot Ghere, ChuckRick, Steve Clark and Conlinmade the key blocks and DougConterio booted the extrapoint. “I think a lot about thetimes with Thomas andBradford and what an impactthey have had with me,” saidConlin in a Nov. 22, 2001 JG-TC article. “I still talk about allthe stuff Steve did. I can stillsee his face after the 1978 titleand he came up to me andhugged me. He said, ‘You guysare the ones that started all ofthis’”Conlin said of his high-

lights: “My first year I had TomMonahan, Jim Fishel anddidn’t get to go to many gamesas I spent time scouting. WhenI was at Villa Grove in 1985 wethought we had a really goodteam and we got beat twice byArcola with Mike Davis andJon Monahan. They beat theHell out of us twice (46-7 inthe regular season and 36-8 inthe second round). In 1998when I was at Central A&M weplayed Decatur St. Teresa forthe Okaw Valley Conference(both teams were 8-0) andthere were 5,000 to 6,000people there. The atmospherewas unbelievable. Getting tocoach in the state champi-onship game (1992, a 20-6loss to Richmond-Burton) in astate championship and play-ing in one also. Conlin joins a list of sixother coaches at Arcola (mightnot have earned their hall offame status because of whatthey did at Arcola, but are in

the Hall of Fame). RussellGhere (Arcola grad) wasinducted in 1984, SteveThomas (1990) Earl McLane(coached Arcola in 1943inducted in 1991), GordonHerron (coached Arcola in1963, inducted in 1993),Byron Bradford (the onlyother former Arcola assistantcoach in the IHSFCA in 1995),Gerald Temples (was in theIHSFCA before coaching atArcola; inducted in 2009 andnow Conlin. “When I got into coachingI respected Bradford somuch,” said Conlin. “I sawbehind the scenes with him.When I finally got to do thatwith Ramsey all he had to dowas walk out on the field. Doyou know what you areteaching them?  Be all in.Team is first. Pat them on thebutt when they make a hellof a play. When the headcoach goes home you beright there with him.”

Conlin
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ble steal. Kutz scored on anerror and Thomas smacked atriple to left field for a 10-0lead. Whisman doubled to left,scoring Thomas. Whismanstole third and scored on anerror. With runners on secondand third Henson-Stice sin-gled to score Helmuth andGriffith for a 14-0 lead. Whisman was 2-for-4 withthree RBIs, while Thomas was

3-for-4 with two RBIs andHenson-Stice was 2-for-3 withthree RBIs. Whisman pitched the firstinning and Phillips the finalthree. Phillips gave up the onlytwo hits for the Bluestreaks,both unearned. 
A-L-A-H 6,
Arcola 5It looked good for Arcola asthey led A-L-A-H leading 5-1after five innings. However in

the sixth the Knights, whoimproved to 3-4 and 2-0 in theLincoln Prairie Conferencewith the victory, tallied fourruns in the sixth. Still it looked like thePurple Riders would win asthey led 5-4 with one out andone on. However the Knightswon as Clay Seal reached onan error. Thomas gave up three hitsin five and ⅔ innings and got ano decision with 14 strikeoutsand a walk. Thomas threw 104

pitches, with 61 for strikesand had to go out due to thepitch count. The tough-luckloser was Henson-Stice, whodid not allow a single earnedrun with three hits and astrikeout. Phillips led off the secondwith a home run, his first ofhis career. That made it 2-1,Purple Riders. Whisman dou-bled to score Thomas andShonkwiler for a 4-1 advan-tage. 
Arcola                   400       013 0–8-7-1
Argenta-Oreana   000       000 0–0-2-3

Winning pitcher: Brevyn Whisman (2-0)
7 innings, 2 hits, 0 runs, 10 strikeouts, 2
walks

ARCOLA: Tanner Thomas 1-for-4, dou-
ble, run, RBI; Whisman 1-for-3,double, sacri-
fice,  run, RBI; Caiden Helmuth 2-for-4, run;
Jackson Griffith run; Jayden Henson-Stice 1-
for-3, 2 runs; Braden Phillips 1-for-4, 2 stolen
bases, RBI; Braden Shonkwiler 1-for-3, run;
D. J. Stevens run; Anthony Gara stolen base

Martinsville     000  2–2-2-10
Arcola           2(12)7x–21-13-2
Winning pitcher: Whisman (1-0) 1 inning,

0 hits, 0 runs, 1 strikeout, 1 walk; relief:
Phillips 3 innings 2 hits, 2 runs, 0 earned, 4
strikeouts, 0 walks

ARCOLA: Thomas 3-for-4, double, triple,
2 runs, 2 RBIs; Whisman 2-for-4, 2 runs, 2
stolen bases, 2 doubles, triple, 3 RBIs;

Griffith 2-for-3, 3 runs, 1 RBI; Henson-Stice
2-for-3, 2 runs, 2 stolen bases, 3 RBIs;
Phillips 1-for-3, 2 runs, 2 RBIs; Garza 1-for-
2, 2 runs, 2 RBIs; Shonkwiler 1-for-3, 2
stolen bases, run, 2 RBIs; Austin Kutz 1-for-
2, 2 stolen bases,  runs
Arcola                   131       000 0–5-6-5
A-L-A-H                100       004 1–6-6-0

Losing pitcher: Henson-Stice (0-1)  3
innings, 3 hits, 3 runs, 0 earned, 1 strikeout,
0 walks; Starter: Thomas 3 innings, 3 runs,
14 strikeouts, 1 walk

ARCOLA: Thomas 2 runs, stolen base,
Whisman 2-for-4, double, 3 RBIs; Helmuth 1-
or-4; Griffith 1-for-3, double, run; Phillips 1-
for-2, home run, sacrifice, run, 2 RBIs; Garza
1-for-4; Shonkwiler run: Henson-Stice stolen
base

Baseball
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it their pitching,” said Roberts.“Don’t get me wrong. I feel liketheir pitchers are ones the girlscan hit. Villa Grove and Arthur,one through nine, every singleone of them hits the ball. Todaywe didn’t have a hit until thefifth.”
Arcola 13,
Martinsville 2, 
5 inningsArcola scored at least onerun in all four innings, includ-ing six in the first. 

Hohlbauch was the winningpitcher, going all five inningsand allowing two hits and 0earned runs with 10 strikeoutsand no walks. She threw 71pitches, 51 for strikes. Hohlbauch helped herself atthe plate going 3-for-4, whileSisk was 2-for-3 with a RBI;Jacey Kessler was 2-for-3 withtwo RBIs and MakenzieThomas was 1-for-3 with 2RBis, while Makenna Wagonerwas 2-for-3 with three RBIs. 
Villa Grove 6,
Arcola 2Arcola trailed 5-0 after fourand a half innings, leaving five

runners on base, four in scor-ing position, the Lady Ridersgot on the board with two runsin the fifth. Vega, Hohlbauchand Ava Simpson all singled tostart the inning and Sisk sin-gled to score Vega. EmaSimpson singled making it fivestraight singles, as Hohlbauchscored the final run for Arcolaas the next three batters wereretired in order as the LadyRiders left two more on inscoring positions. Hohlbauch, Ava Simpson,Sisk and Ema Simpson as wellas Vega had two hits. Sisk suffered the loss allow-ing 9 hits, 5 runs, only 3earned, with three strikeouts

and two walks. Villa Grove was helped byfour doubles. 
Effingham 
St. Anthony 19,
Arcola 3, 5 inningsSt. Anthony led 1-0 beforetaking control with a nine-runsecond inning as Lucy Feardayhit a two-run homer for theLady Bulldogs and two runsscored with two outs. Arcola got on the boardwith two runs in the fourthwhen Hohbauch hit a solohome run to start the frame off.Ava Simpson walked, Sisk

reached on a fielder's choiceand with two outs Thomas sin-gled to right field, scoring Sisk. Hohlbauch suffered the loss,throwing two innings and Siskpitched the final three. 
Arcola                   000   01–1-2-3
A-L-A-H                 505 1x–11-11-1

Losing pitcher: Kacie Sisk 2 innings 10
hits, 10 runs, 1 strikeout, 4 walks: Relife:
Kiera Hohlbauch 2 innings, 1 hit, 1 run, 2
strikeouts, 1 walk

ARCOLA: Ava Simpson 1-for-3, RBI; Sisk
1-for-2; Gracie Wagoner run
Martinsville           020   00–2-2-3
Arcola                   613 3x–13-13-2

Winning pitcher: Hohlbauch 5 innings, 2
hits, 2 runs, 0 earned, 10 strikeouts, 0 walks

ARCOLA: Hohlbauch 3-for-4, run; Ava
Simpson 1-for-2, double, 2 runs, RBI; Sisk 2-
for-3, double, 2 runs, RBI; Vanessa Condarco
1-for-3, run; Jacey Kessler 2-forp3, run, 2
RBIs; Wagoner 1-for-2, 2 runs, RBI; Thomas

1-for-3, 2 runs, 2 RBIs; Makenna Wagoner 2-
for-3, run, 3 RBIs; Reyli Vega RBI
Villa Grove            002       1210–6-10-0
Arcola                   000       0200–2-12-2

Losing pitcher: Sisk 3 innings, 9 hits, 5
runs, 3 earned, 3 strikeouts, 2 walks; relief:
Hohlbauch 2 innings, 1 hit, 1 run, 0 strikeouts,
0 walks. 

ARCOLA: Hohlbauch 2-for-4, run; Ava
Simpson 2-for-4 double;  Sisk 2-for-4, RBI;
Ema Simpson 2-for-3, stolen base, RBI;
Conardco 1-for-4; Gracie Wagoner 1-for-3
double; Vega 2-for-3, run
Effingham St. Anthony     19306–19-14-1
Arcola                                00210x–3-6-7

Losing pitcher: Hohlbauch 2 innings, 8
hits, 10 runs, 3 earned, 1 strikeout, 1 walk;
relief: Sisk 3 innings, 6 hits, 9 run, 5 earned, 5
strikeouts, 3 walks

ARCOLA: Hohlbauch 2-for-3, home run,
run, RBI; Sisk run, RBI; Thomas 1-for-3, RBI;
Gracie Wagoner 2-for-3; Vega 1-for-2, dou-
ble, run
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