
100 years ago
April 19, 1923• In view of the fact thatonly one ticket was in the fieldat the city election Tuesdaythere was a good vote out. Dr.O. F. Barnes was re-electedmayor and Fred M. Groves,city clerk, Wm. B. Moore waschosen city treasurer succeed-ing Wayne Franklin. For alder-man three brand new oneswere elected. Wm. Schwantzwas chosen in the west westward, O.R. Twiford in thenorth ward and Louis Prout inthe south ward. The hold-overmembers of the council areClifford Gray, August Tessmanand Roy Black. • The Arcola Ad Club wasorganized Monday eveningwhen 30 merchants joined inthe movement. Officers areFred C. Jones, president andWalter Reinheimer, secre-tary/treasurer. • Friday the thirteenth hasterrors  for some but lastFriday April 13th was one ofjoy and satisfaction for ouresteemed townsman ThomasMidwinter who celebrated hiseighty-second birthday onthat occasion. Mr. Midwinteris one of the old residents ofthis city and has acquired thewonderful art of growing oldgracefully. • Saturday afternoon wasdevoted to school elections inArcola there being three ofthem. Chief interest centeredin the grade school electionwhere Dr. G. H. Damron theretiring president, wasopposed by Dr. E. S. Allen, aformer president of the board,574 votes were cast and Allenreceived 317 to 254 forDamron. For members therewere three candidates for thetwo places, Harry R. Loganand Ralph Black being electedand H. W. Pullen defeated. Mr.Logan and Mr. Pullen hadserved on the board, but Mr.Black is a new member. • Unless weather condi-tions rule otherwise theMenely ConstructionCompany will bein pouringconcrete on the state roadbetween Mattoon and Arcolaabout the last week in April,Donald Brown, resident engi-neer for the state highwaydepartment, stated today. 
50 years ago
April 19, 1973• Arcola voters returnedtheir present city official withone exception to office foranother 4-year term by a slimmargin in most of the races.Voting was heavy in all threeprecincts, largely due to goodweather. There were a total of890 ballots cast. Mayor Harry

R. Smith was re-elected for athird term by a 46 vote marginover his opponent WarrenArthur. Smith captured 459votes to 413 for Arthur. EdFidler won the position atalderman in Ward one for theunexpired 2-year term overDale Gibson by a 164-138vote. Harold Chaney won the4-way race for alderman forward Two over alderman CecilGates for the only upset in theelection. Chaney tallied 126votes as compared with 103for Gates. • Voters in ArcolaCommunity Unit 306 re-elect-ed Jess Sargent and DaleGardner to fill the two spaceson the Board of Education inthe election last Saturday.Board Secretary Don Munsonsaid that Gardner received293 votes and Sargent 289.This will make the fifth termfor Gardner, a farmer, whopresently serves as presidentof the board and the secondterm for Sargent, a printer. • At a meeting of the PiattCounty School Board ofTrustees April 10 the boardvoted 4-3 to merge withDouglas County in a two-coun-ty educational service region.Uniting what was formerlyknown as the county superin-tendent of school office in thetwo counties. The DouglasCounty Board of SchoolTrustees met Thursday night,April 12 at 7:30 p.m. The com-bined population of Douglasand Piatt Counties is 34, 506. • Bill and VirginiaVyverberg were presentedwith a small plaque commem-orating their past 20 years ofservice to the community. Thepresentation was made byDale Hull on behalf of theArcola Chamber of Commerce. • Four New Trier West HighSchool students visited herefor a week recently to seewhat life in a rural  communityis like. While here they stayedwith Joni Hemingway, (hostedPaula Wirtz)  Joy Strader,(hosted Lauri Benzion)Marsha Ramsey (hosted PeggyReynolds)  and DarrellThompson (hosted BillLucchesy.). Five Arcola stu-dents will visit New Trier Westlater this month. • A new addition is underconstruction at the PrairieState Motel in Arcola andexpected to be opened some-time in May. The new additionwil add 13 more units to themotel, making a total of 30. • Arcola Junior Girl Scouttroop 472 reports that it sold1,210 boxes of cookies in theannual cookie drive complet-ed April 7. The cookies weresold in the Arcola and

Humboldt areas. The troop isdonating `100 trees to the cityof Arcola for the new MooreCity Park according to theleaders, Mrs. James Cross andMrs. George Seaman. 
25 years ago
April 23, 1998• The Arcola Lumber com-pany, a part of Arcola’s busi-ness community for over acentury, has just completed amajor expansion project thatwill help catapult the businessinto the next century. Thelumber company, owned byRex and Debbie Wilison,moved into a new buildingacross from the present loca-tion that has five times thespace of the former location.Business was expected to startbeing conducted from the newsite on Monday morning. Agrand opening to celebrateArcola Lumber’s expansion isset for this Saturday, April 25.Arcola Lumber’s new buildingis where Warren Broom Co.was formerly located before afire destroyed the building in1997. But now, over a yearlater, business activity hasresumed at the busy corner ofU. S. 45 and Main Street. • The Arcola School Boarddecided to spend more moneynow on a new roof for thegrade school’s west wing withthe hope it will save the dis-trict more money in thefuture.  At a special meetingheld Monday, the school boardvoted to have a new metal roofinstalled  on the building. Theproject is estimated to cost$142, 000 ($259, 355.60today), although bids have notyet been received. • Ronald and Vyverrberg ofArcoa announce the engage-ment of their daughter,Jennifer Jo of Arcola to JasonCarl Butler of Normal. Theprospective groom is the sonof Mike and Alice Buter ofArcola. The bride-to-be is a1989 graduate of Arcola HighSchool and a 1993 graduate ofMillikin University with abachelor of science degree ineducation. She is a member ofPi Beta Phi sorority. She is cur-rently working on her mas-ter’s degree in elementaryeducation from EasternIllinois University. The future bride is a firstgrade teacher at ArcolaElementary School. The futuregroom is a 1990 graduate ofArcola High School and a 1994graduate of Illinois StateUniversity with a bachelor ofscience degree in anthropolo-gy and sociology. He is cur-rently enrolled at ISU, workingon his master’s degree in soci-ology. The couple is planning a

July 4 wedding at the ArcolaUnited Methodist Church. • Arcola freshman DavidBales smacked a two-run dou-ble to left/center field in theeighth inning and later scoredon an error as the PurpleRiders baseball team defeatedTuscola 11-8 in eight inningson April 17 at Tuscola. KeithSargent hit two solo homeruns and Arcola drew sevenbases on balls, and tookadvantage of six Warriorerrors. Jaren McLane was 2-for-3 with two RBIs. 
10 years ago
April 18,, 2013• A report from the city’sTax Increment Financing (TIF)Advisory Board regarding a100 percent tax rebate for abuilding expansion proposedby Libman Company wasapproved , though not unani-mously, by the Arcola CityCouncil at its regular meetingon Monday night. Libman’s isplanning a 76,800 addition tothe warehouse facilities that is

estimated to cost nearly 3.8million (4,923,555.85 today). • The Arcola school boardpresident uttered a three-word exclamation that sealedthe deal at last Wednesday’smeeting. “Golf is back,” saidJim Crane. Crane’s statementfollowed a unanimous vote bythe school board to reinstatethe high school golf programfor next year after a group ofparents and supporters sub-mitted a proposal that itwould provide the necessaryfunding to continue the pro-gram. • Arcola High School sen-iors Alex Johns and RachelFishel were presented LittleOkaw Valley ConferenceSenior Awards at a luncheonheld at Kaskaskia CountryClub on Wednesday, April 10.Two seniors from each LOVCmember school receive thisaward which is based on par-ticipation in LOVC extracurric-ular activities, their academicperformance and the positiveway in which they represent

their school and the LOVC.Johns is the son of Jeff andKaylin Johns, while Fishe isthe daughter of Jim and ChrisFishel.• Sophomore TaylorEdwards turned in her bestpitching performance of theseason in the Arcola HighSchool softball team’s 10-0shutout of Little Okaw ValleyConference foe Cerro Gordolast Friday. Edwardsimproved to 4-1 with a seveninning performance in whichshe allowed only three hitswhile striking out 16 Broncos’hitters. In fact, Edwards had asmany hits as she allowed theBroncos. • Arcola Elementary Schoolteacher Brianne Miller wasrecently selected by the grad-uate program in ElementaryEducation at Eastern IllinoisUniversity to receive theDistinguished GraduateStudent Award. She was pre-sented the award on Apri 11in the Grand Ballroom of theMLK Jr. Union. 

Strides Against Hunger
NATHAN COX of Arcola, above, took first place in the

Strides Against Hunger race with a time of 20:46. This year,
the event returned after a three-year hiatus with a dog
walk. The Arcola Animal Health Care Center sponsored a
team, top left photo. 

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Breakfast & Lunch Specials 
April 20th to April 26th

OPEN 5:30 AM- 3:00 PM EVERY DAY

BREAKFASTSERVEDALL DAY!

HEN HOUSE
RESTAURANT & GIFT SHOP
“GOOD HOME COOKIN”

SAT.
22nd

SUN.
23rd

MON.
24th

TUE.
25th

WED.
26th

FRI.
21st

   THU.
20th

BREAKFAST - 2 Eggs, Hashbrowns, 1/2 Order Biscuits & Gravy $6.55
LUNCH - Meatloaf Dinner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
BREAKFAST - Breakfast Shoe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.55
LUNCH -  “All You Can Eat” Fish or Popcorn Shrimp  . . . . .$9.55
BREAKFAST - Grilled or Breaded Pork Steak  . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
LUNCH - “All You Can Eat” Fried Chicken  . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.95
BREAKFAST - Bone-In Ham Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
LUNCH - Baked Turkey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95
BREAKFAST - 2 Pancakes, 2 Patties & Coffee  . . . . . . . . . .$7.55
LUNCH - Ham & Beans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.95
BREAKFAST - Mini Country Boy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6.55
LUNCH - Chef’s Choice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$?.??
BREAKFAST - Silver Dollar Pancakes, 2 Eggs, 2 Bacon  . .$6.55
LUNCH - Chicken Drumsticks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95

CHECK OUT

OUR DAILY

SPECIALS!

Try a Short Stack or Full Stack of our Pancakes
Add Chocolate Chips, Blueberries, Pecans
and/or Strawberries with Whip Topping 
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