
By Mike MonahanBROADLANDS – Arcolacruised past Heritage 14-2 inLincoln Prairie Conferencesoftball action Monday. Thiscame three days after toppingCumerland 10-6 at Arcola inanother LPC game. The LadyRiders fell to Mattoon 3-1 onApril 11. Arcola, 5-6 overall and 3-2in the conference, good forfourth place, is schedule totravel to Catlin Thursday toplay Salt Fork in a non-confer-ence game and host Tri-Countyin a LPC contest Friday. 
Arcola 14,
Heritage 2, 
five inningsArcola freshman Ema

Simpson had a heck of a day atthe plate as the cleanup batterwent 4-for-4 with five runsbatted in, a double and a triple. Arcola scored at least onerun in each of the five innings,scoring three in the first andtaking control with a four-runsecond for a 7-0 lead. Afterthree innings it was 11-1. Keria Hohlbauch picked upthe win allowing six hits andtwo runs, one earned with nowalks and eight strikeouts. Kacie Sisk was 3-for-4, whileAva Simpson, a sophomore (sis-ter of Ema) and Hohlbauchdrove in two runs each. 
Arcola 10,
Cumberland 6All of the runs were scored

in the first four innings andArcola broke a stalemate at sixwith a four-run fourth to win10-6. “The first thing we talkedabout after the game was thatwe played from start to finish,”said Arcola coach CaraRoberts. “We didn’t wait untilthe fifth inning to start to hit.That is good especially comingoff a few losses (Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammondand Mattoon). We started hit-ting the first inning and secondinning and we continued to theend of the game. We saw a lotof at-bats.”Cumberland, who fell to 5-8overall and 2-2 in the LPC, led3-2 after one inning and 4-2after an inning and a halfbefore Arcola took its first lead

of the game  with a four-runsecond inning, 6-4. The LadyPirates, coached by formerMattoon Pride softball coachand Cumberland grad, WadeBradley, tied the game withtwo runs in the third. Arcolagot out of the fourth when withone out and one the LadyRiders turned a 6 (Reyli Vega,

By Mike MonahanARCOLA – Arocla droppeda 7-2 game to Sulivan on April12, but got the offense going inthe next two Lincoln PrairieConference games winning23-1 in five innings over BlueRidge April and downingCerro Gordo/Bement Monday21-2. The Purple Ridersimproved to 6-2 overall and 4-1 in the LPC ahead ofTuesday's game at ArthurChristian and are scheduled toplay host to Cumverland.“We strung hits togetherand it was nice to see every-one hit the ball,” said Arcolacoach Mike Phillips. “We hitthe ball well and cut down onour strikeouts which has beena focus.”The Purple Riders hadaveraged to strikeout seventimes in the first six games,but only 4.5 the last two.“It is  a big win,” saidArcola’s Tanner Thomas, asophomore “They are good.We continue to keep gettingconference wins. . We are hit-ting the ball really well rightnow. “What is the key to Arcolahaving 42 hits in two games?“Our whole team is notover-thinking it at the plate,”said Thomas. “We are seeingthe ball and hitting the ball.When you keep it simple it iseasy.”
Acola 21, Cerro
Gordo/Bement 2,
3 ½ inningsArcoa scored at least fourruns in every inning and bat-

ted around all three times tak-ing control with nine runs inthe first inning. The Purple Riders had nineconsecutive batters reachbase in both the first and sec-ond inning. Brevyn Whisman was thewinning pitcher allowing justone hit in two innings and thetwo runs with four walks andfive strikeouts. BradenShonkwiler pitched the finaltwo innings and allowed twohits with no runs, no walksand four strikeouts. “Breyvn pitched well,” said

Phillips. “Shonkwiler came inand it was nice to see himhave a couple of good innings.We didn’t have any lapses ondefense, but there were a cou-ple of things we talked aboutthat we want to clean up.”Eight runs scored forArcola with two outs in thefirst inning with big hits beinga two-run single on a 1-2count by Braden Phillips for a3-0 lead. Whisman helped hisown cause with a two-run sin-gle to center for a 7-0 advan-tage. Whisman struck out the

Broncos in order in the first. Already leading 12-2 in thesecond with no outs and basesloaded Tanner Thomassmacked a grand slam overthe fence in center field just tothe left of the scoreboard. “I had two strikes on meand my dad (assistant coachJeff Thomas)  told me to relaxand stay calm at the plate,”said Thomas. “ So, I kind ofrelaxed and loosened up a lit-tle bit and it was a low fastballand I took it dead center, rightwhere it was pitched.”Maybe fans will remember

the grand slam, but they arelikely to remember a foul ballin the first inning. “I hit the foul ball and I had
no idea where it went,” saidthe Louisville commit
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the ArcolA bAsebAll teAm takes batting practice before the first official game at
the new baseball diamond at moore park in Arcola. the city of Arcola continues to work
on the baseball, softball and t-ball diamonds in addition to several other improvements
being made at the park. the new batting cages are just part of the renovations. Arcola won
the home opener against martinsville 21-2 on saturday, April 8. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ArcolA’s cAtcher, emA simpson, attempts to tag the runner from Villa Grove at
home plate on Friday, April 7. Villa Grove scored on the play and went on to defeat Arcola
6-2  in the game played at moore park in Arcola. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

After loss to Sullivan; Arcola scores 44
runs in two games to improve to 6-2

See BASEBALL on page 4

Arcola softball picks up two LPC victories;
Simpson drives in five against Heritage

See SOFTBALL on page 6


