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Qualify Today!
Dream Home

Tomorrow!
Whether you're looking for a
starter home or your dream home,
look no further than Scott State
Bank. We offer a range of loan
options to best fit your needs.

So if you're ready to turn a house
into your Home Sweet Home apply
online today at
www.scottbancshares.com.
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The basics of fertlllzlg a lawn

y

Spring marks the return
of lawn and garden season.
Lawns often bear the brunt of
winter’s wrath, so spring is a
great time to nurse them back
to health, and fertilizing can be
an essential component of that
process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be
intimidating. An array of fer-
tilizers, with each seemingly
designed to address a different
issue, can make homeowners’
heads spin when visiting their
local lawn and garden center.
However, fertilizing is a very
simple task that any home-
owner can tackle. In fact, fears
about fertilizing are often un-
founded and can be overcome
with some basic knowledge of
the process.

e Identify which type of
grass is in the yard. The home
improvement experts at HGTV
note that turfgrass is divided
into two categories: cool-sea-
son grass and warm-season
grass. A local lawn and garden
center can help homeowners
identify which type of grass
is in the yard, and this often
depends on location. Fescue,
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bluegrass and perennial rye-
grass are some examples of
cool-season grasses, while
Bermuda, bahia, St. Augustine,
and zoysia are considered
warm-season grasses. Identi-
fying which type of grass is in
the lawn is important because
that will indicate when to fer-
tilize. Cool-season grasses are
typically best fertilized in ear-
ly spring, while warm-season
lawns can benefit from an ap-
plication just before especially
warm temperatures arrive.

e Survey the lawn to iden-
tify which spreader to use. A

small yard or a thriving lawn
with only a few bald or un-
sightly patches may not need a
full application of fertilizer. In
such instances, a hand spread-
er can suffice. For larger lawns
and areas, a broadcast spread-
er is the ideal option. Spread-
ers have multiple settings, and
the fertilizer package will in-
dicate which setting to utilize
when using the product.

e Test the soil prior to pur-
chasing fertilizer. The lawn
experts at Pennington® note
that a simple soil test can re-
veal soil pH and phosphorous

and potassium levels. Soil
tests can be purchased at most
home improvement stores and
lawn and garden centers, and
they can help homeowners
determine which fertilizer will
most benefit their lawns.

e Water the lawn prior
to fertilizing. The experts at
Scotts® recommend a good
watering a few days prior to
fertilizing a lawn. Such an
approach ensures the soil is
ready to accept the fertilizer
once it’s applied.

¢ Follow the instructions
carefully. Detailed instruc-
tions are typically provided on
fertilizer product packaging.
Once homeowners have iden-
tified and purchased the prod-
uct they need, they can simply
follow the instructions on the
packaging, including how and
when to water after applica-
tion, which can make fertiliz-
ing less intimidating.

Fertilizing in spring can
help a lawn recover from the
previous summer and winter,
ensuring it's lush and green
when summer entertaining
season arrives.

Popular

Certain homes have an un-
deniable wow factor. That in-
stantappeal tends to be notice-
able the moment visitors pull
up to the curb, and it might be
a byproduct of homeowners’
willingness to embrace the lat-
est exterior design trends.

Trends come and go, but rec-
ognition of the current fashions
can help homeowners create
that highly sought-after wow
factor. The following are some
recent trends in home exteriors
that have helped homeowners
set their properties apart.

Wood

Natural wood has undeni-
able appeal, and it hasn’t only
found newfound devotion
among home interior deco-
rators. Natural wood garage
doors create a sense of warmth
and can set a home apart from
others with steel doors, which
tend to be the most popular
garage door material. In addi-
tion to the garage door, natural
wood entry doors and wood
decks are popular ways to im-

trends in home exterlors

part this classical, warm look
to a home’s exterior.

Painted brick

Like natural wood, brick is a
traditional material that's both
sturdy and classical. But home-
owners can add character to
brick with a coat of paint, which
has become a popular trend in
recent years. Light tones tend
to be most popular when paint-
ing bricks. The experts at Better
Homes & Gardens note that this
could prove a long-term com-
mitment if homeowners so de-
sire, as a properly painted brick
exterior could last as long as 20
years.

Hardscaping
Hardscaping isn't a new
trend, but it has been trending
in recent years. Hardscaping is
an umbrella term that includes
everything from outdoor liv-
ing rooms to incorporating
natural stone into a landscape.
Outdoor living rooms are one
hardscaping trend that has
become increasingly popular

Outdoor living spaces are one popular hardscaping trend
that figures to remain sought-after for years to come.

of late. These spaces serve as
an extension of indoor living
spaces. The home improve-
ment experts at HGTV note
that recently homeowners
have looked to create covered
outdoor rooms that can be
enjoyed more frequently than
patios or decks that are not
protected from the elements.

Outdoor lighting

It makes sense that indi-
viduals looking to spend more
time enjoying their properties

outdoors would want more
lighting outside. Ambient out-
door lighting can be utilized
throughout a property. Such
lighting can light up walkways
and driveways and be used to
light up landscaping features
like trees and gardens.

Home design trends tend
to be fickle. But recognition of
the current trends in exterior
home design can set homes
apart and turn properties into
awe-inspiring places to enjoy
the great outdoors.

Budget-friendly ways to freshen up your home’s exterior

As any homeowner knows,
renovation projects tend to cost
a lot of money. The average cost
of a home renovation is difficult
to gauge, as such endeavors
run the gamut from complex
projects like a kitchen overhaul
to simpler ones like painting
a room inside a home. Indeed,
the National Association of the
Remodeling Industry notes that
scope is what drives the cost of a
renovation project.

Though there might not be an
“average cost” of a renovation
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project, homeowners can expect
to spend thousands of dollars on
projects that are not very small
in scale. Navigating such an ex-
pense at a time when inflation
remains high might be difficult
for some homeowners looking
to maintain the appearance of
their home exteriors. However,
there are many budget-friendly
ways homeowners can tend to
the exterior of their properties.
e Power washing: Power
washing won't break the bank
but it can revive the look of a
home. Power washing removes
dirt and grime from the siding
of a home and a power washing
can be used to clean porches,
walkways and patios as well.
Hardware chains like Home
Depot and Lowes typically rent
power washers, but homeown-
ers who don’t want to do it
themselves can hire a profes-
sional for a few hundred dollars,
if not less. Power washing after

winter can be a good idea, as
the elements can take a toll on
a home’s exterior. A good power
washing before spring and sum-
mer entertaining season can
thus give a home a fresh, clean
look without breaking the bank.

e Furnished front porch: A
furnished front porch can serve
as a welcome sign to neighbors
and provide a great place to re-
lax with a morning cup of coffee
and a good book. Homeowners
with a small porch won’t need
to bust their budgets to upgrade
their front porch furnishings.
Some small chairs with bright
cushions, a small table and a rug
underfoot can revamp an entry-
way at low cost.

¢ Window box installation:
Installing window box planters
is another cost-effective way to
brighten up a home’s exterior.
Homeowners can hang window
boxes outside windows on the
front of their homes and then

fill them with brightly colored
flowers to add an inviting pop
of color to their home exteriors.
The experts at Better Homes &
Gardens urge homeowners to
take weight into consideration
before buying window planters.
Keep in mind that soil and de-
veloped plants can be heavy, so
look for a sturdy box as well as
one that has drainage holes.

 Replace hardware: Another
simple way to freshen up a stale
exterior is to replace hardware.
Door knobs, knockers, house
numbers, and even the mailbox
can appear dated after a while.
Replacing these items is inex-
pensive and quick but can have
a profound impact on how the
exterior of a home appears to
residents and visitors.

Exterior renovations need
not break the bank. Various sim-
ple and inexpensive tweaks can
quickly revitalize the exterior of
a home.
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