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BRIEFS
Arthur-Area 
Community Arts Fair

The public is invited to the first Ar-
thur-Area Spring Community Arts Fair. It 
will be held in the Arthur United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall on Saturday, May 6 
from 1–6 p.m. There are 11 talented artists 
from the surrounding area to show and sell 
their art. 

Those who attend the fair will also get a 
chance to vote for their favorite artist. Each 
artist will have a jar at their table for do-
nations. The artist with the most money in 
the jar will be named the “People’s Choice 
Artist Award.” Donations will be used for the 
ministries of the Arthur United Methodist 
Church to continue its community outreach 
in Arthur. 

The event is free to attend but you are 
welcome to give donations at the door. Ev-
eryone is encouraged to attend and support 
local art while also benefiting community 
outreach.

USI Retirees Breakfast
Anyone who worked for the company USI, 

Quantum, Equistar, LyondellBasel (or any 
of its other names) in Tuscola is invited to 
attend a retiree’s breakfast at 8 a.m. Wednes-
day, May 17, at Yoder’s Kitchen in Arthur. 
Please call Dan Miller at 217/649-9656 with 
any questions.

Rose hosting webinar 
on back-to-business 
state grants

State Senator Chapin Rose (R-Mahomet) 
is working to help local businesses receive 
recovery funding through a state grant 
program implemented to help those greatly 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rose is partnering with the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Op-
portunity (DCEO) to host a Back-to-Business 
online webinar at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
May 3, to assist businesses with the applica-
tion process, and to answer any questions 
related to eligibility. Representatives from 
DCEO will be on hand to provide information 
and to guide business owners.

“Our small businesses are the backbone 
of our local economies,” said Rose. “I want to 
make sure that qualifying businesses know 
about these grant opportunities and are able 
to take part.”

The Back to Business program’s new 
round of grants has $175 million available to 
provide to qualifying restaurants, hotels, and 
creative arts organizations.

To participate in the webinar, registration 
is required by emailing RSVP@sgop.ilga.gov. 
Attendees must include their name as well 
as their business name, address, and phone 
number. Upon RSVP, participants will receive 
a link to the online webinar.

Applications for the Back-to-Business 
program are due Wednesday, May 10. 

Sheep to yarn to quilts
Sheep to Yarn to Quilts returns to the Illi-

nois Amish Heritage Center (between Arthur 
and Arcola) on Saturday, May 13, and hours 
for the event are 7 a.m. until 3 p.m. This 
event will include sheep shearing demon-
strations, cleaning and dyeing the wool, and 
spinning it into wool. Weavers will demon-
strate weaving with looms, and quilting dis-
plays and demonstrations will complete the 
journey from Sheep to Yarn to Quilts. Visitors 
will be invited to try their hand at many of 
the activities being demonstrated.

Loyalty Day Parade
Arcola’s Loyalty Day Parade conducted by 

the Arcola VFW Post 7862 will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, May 6 starting at the Masonic Cen-
ter. The American Legion and VFW Auxiliary 
also are participating. Parade line-up begins 
at 10 a.m. Hot dogs, drinks and chips will be 
available following the parade.

Weather forecast
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 

around 37. Northwest wind 11 to 18 mph, 
with gusts as high as 29 mph.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 66. 
North northwest wind 13 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 23 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 40. Northwest wind 6 to 10 mph 
becoming west southwest after midnight. 
Winds could gust as high as 16 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
69.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 47.

Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 69.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 

around 47.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

72.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low 

around 49.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

75.

REGISTRATION CARD for Paul A. Gregg of Douglas County, Gregg was listed as presumed dead on Dec. 19, 1945, his body was never re-
covered.

MUSTER ROLL for the USS Arizona dated September 30, 1941, listing Max and Dale Flory of Douglas County.

towns was a typical breeding 
ground for the members of that 
great generation who answered 
our nation’s call during WWII. And 
answer it, they did. These are but 
a few stories honoring men from 
Douglas County who served in 
WWII - there are so many more.  
We are eternally grateful to them 
all.

In 1999, Congress designat-

ed the month of May as Military 
Appreciation Month. The month, 
which culminates in Memorial 
Day, a day in which we honor our 

military members who have died 
in service, is meant to honor the 
sacrifices made by all of the men 
and women who have served.  Yet, 

when trying to express gratitude 
to veterans who have experienced 
combat, we so often hear the same 
response – “I was just one of the 
lucky ones, I came home. The ones 
who never made it back, they are 
the heroes.”  And so, in honor of all 
of our service members, we tell the 
story of some of the ones who nev-
er made it back. And in doing so, 
we hope to honor them all.


