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Mt. Zion’s Coach
Schuring named
IBCA District Coach

of the Year

By BLAKE FAITH
Staff Writer

Mt. Zion High School Boys
Basketball Coach Dale Schur-
ing was named the Illinois Bas-
ketball Coaches Association
(IBCA) District 15 Coach of the
Year. Coaches are selected by
the IBCA based off their team'’s
success in post-season play as
well as a good record that in-
cludes junior high, high school,
and college teams.

“I am honored to receive this
award,” Coach Schuring said. “I
am very lucky to get to work
with very talented players,
supportive parents, as well as
dedicated and knowledgeable
coaches. I am very grateful for
the opportunity and support
from the Mt. Zion School ad-
ministration and community.”

Coach Schuring led the

Braves to an overall record of
28-5, 12-0 in Apollo Confer-
ence play, and a spot in the re-

Dale Schuring

gional final game. The overall
wins set a school record and
for the first time since 2015
winning the Apollo Conference
championship.

A luncheon for this year’s re-
cipients will be held May 6 at
Redbird Arena in Bloomington.

Moultrie County History Center
to Host Holocaust Art Exhibition

“The Auschwitz Experience
in the Art of Prisoners” art
exhibit will be on display at
the Moultrie County History
Center in Sullivan from May
2 through 27, 2023. A Grand
Opening for the exhibit will be
held on Thursday, May 4, from
7 to 9 p.m. Doors will open at
6 p.m.

“The Moultrie County Histor-
ical & Genealogical Society is
honored to be partnering with
the Champaign -Urbana Jewish
Federation to bring this special
exhibit to our county,” said His-
tory Center Museum Director
Pam Wood.

“We hope seeing this exhibit
will start important conversa-
tions about the Holocaust, anti-
semitism, the Moultrie County
veterans who served during
World War II and their experi-
ences, and what was happen-
ing here during World War
I and the Holocaust,” Wood
added.

Created by the Auschwitz-
Birkenau State Museum in Po-
land, this exhibition features
artwork by 12 survivors who
documented their experiences
in the Auschwitz Concentra-
tion Camp and present their
fate as victims of the largest
German concentration and ex-
termination camp. Visitors will
have the opportunity to view
these profound pieces of art,
which include 60 paintings and
drawings, in docent-led small
groups or independently.

According to the Auschwitz-
Birkenau State Museum, “The
artists who survived tried to
convey on canvas or paper the
magnitude of the tragedy and
the horrifying reality of camp
life. They produced works,
and sometimes whole cycles,
in which we can see the condi-
tions under which the prison-
ers existed, standing at roll call,
the appalling sanitation, the
hunger, the punishments, the
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The dugouts at the John McGrath Field in Jurgens Park in Arthur were enlarged earlier this spring and now the outside
has been turned into a very beautiful and nice tribute to Lucas Otto and a message for all fans. Thank you to Joshua Ryan,
Brian Beachy, Kyla Grover, and Becky Trimmel Ponder for their work on this project. Extra special thanks to CHI Overhead
Doors and great work by the Arthur Park District to make this happen.
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humiliation, and emotions like
dread, despair, and helpless-
ness.”

“We hope that the people
who come see the exhibit will
leave with a better under-
standing of what prisoners en-
dured at Auschwitz-Birkenau
and of the Holocaust in gen-
eral,” noted Rebecca Lawson,
the local coordinator of the
exhibit which is on loan to the
History Center from the Ho-
locaust Education Center of
the Champaign-Urbana Jewish
Federation.

“The art created by survivors
is very powerful,” she added,
“and seeing a single topic pre-
sented by different artists with
vastly different styles is very
thought provoking.”

One highlight of the Grand
Opening will be the showing of
two award-winning films cre-
ated by Sullivan High School
senior Natalee Hunter.

Quiet Resistance, Hunter’s
2023 entry in Chapman Uni-
versity and The 1939 Society’s
international Holocaust Art
and Writing Contest, received
2nd place in the high school
film division. Brushstrokes of
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Resilience, her 2022 entry in
the same contest, was a finalist.

Hunter will share how mak-
ing these films impacted her
and her thoughts on Holocaust
education.

Robert Lehmann, co-director
of the Holocaust Education
Center of CUJE will also give
a presentation on Auschwitz-
Birkenau, and docents will
be available to guide visitors
through the exhibit and help
answer questions.

Dr. Brett Ashley Kaplan, Uni-
versity of Illinois Professor of
Comparative Literature and
Jewish Studies and Director
of the Initiative in Holocaust,
Genocide, and Memory Studies,
stated, “The poignant beauty
of much Holocaust art deep-
ens yet also complicates the
process of Holocaust memory.
Even when this art forged in
trauma makes viewers un-
comfortable, it also teaches.
The unwanted beauty found
in these works insist that we
continue to examine how the
Shoah (the Holocaust) resides
in our thoughts; because this
art is beautiful, it entices our
reflection, our attention, and
our questioning.”

Additionally, Holocaust sur-
vivor William Gingold is sched-
uled to speak on Thursday, May
18,at 7 p.m.

“This year we commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. We
are honored to present Wil-
liam Gingold, a child survivor
of the ghetto, as he shares his
family’s experiences both dur-
ing and after the war,” noted
Dr. Brian Kahn, co-director of
the Champaign-Urbana Jewish
Federation’s Holocaust Educa-
tion Center.

He added, “Bill has been
sharing his story these past
three years in schools and pub-
lic settings across Illinois. We
hope many others can join us at
the Moultrie County Historical
Society on May 18 as we listen
to Bill's harrowing testimony
of bravery, resistance, and sur-
vival,”

There is no charge to visit the
exhibit or the Moultrie County
History Center.

Teachers and other group
leaders are encouraged to
contact Pam Wood to set up
field trips or visits. She may be
reached at 217-728-4085 or
mocohgs@gmail.com.

217-543-5178
Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30
Saturday 8:00-3:00
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