
PAT MoNAhAN proposed building a $600,000
“broom palace” on the old Metropolitan Block
downtown if the city would donate three lots for
it. he said he thinks it would draw tourists, help
fill vacant buildings and be “a town changer.”
Photo by David Porter.

MATT heNSoN takes the
oath of office as Ward 3 alder-
man succeeding homero
garza, who resigned due to
work and personal obliga-
tions. Photo by David Porter.

Kosic new

state’s 

attorney
roBerT e.

KoSic was sworn
into office as
Douglas county
State's Attorney on
May 15. 

Blood drivesD&M Woodcrafts will host a Communityblood drive 2–7 p.m. Tuesday, May 30, at 421E. County Road 200N. To donate, call 1-800-747-5401 or visit www.bloodcenter.org. Aphoto ID is required, and donors will receivea gift.The Red Cross will be hosting a blooddrive at The Arcola Center on Wednesday,May 31, from 12:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
Senior potluckArcola Seniors are invited to attend apotluck lunch at the Arcola Center on May 19.The lunch will begin at 11:30. Feel free tobring a dish to share.
Quilters meetQuilters are invited to gather Friday after-noons at 1 p.m. in the Arcola Center to sharetheir time and mutual interests with otherquilters. For information contact 217-417-1388.
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Birthplace of Johnny Gruelle, creator 
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Alpaca shearing and Bumpus
bench dedication in the B Section

Monahan proposes broom palace
Matt Henson swears in as Ward 3 alderman 

New members take seats on Arcola School Board

The ArcolA high School  - the AhS class of 2023 seniors received honors and scholarships at the annual honor's Night held on Tuesday, May 9 in the Junior high gym.  over
$350,000 was awarded in scholarships, including over $23,000 from the Arcola Foundation. Pictured are members of the class who were present for the award presentations. Front
row (l-r): Jose Aguilar, Maria Torres, reyli Vega-condarco, J’lea York, ella chupp, emilye gavis, isabelle hensley, Morgan Doud, hailey Trotter, emma Vazquez. Second row: Braden
Shonkwiler, Austin Kutz, Vanessa condarco, gracie Wagoner, Makenna Wagoner, Keira hohlbauch, cecilia hardin, Kaylee McKinney, Alexander gutierrez. Third row: Makenzie Thomas,
eadie Budd, Melissa Marcos, eva hopkins, rachel Sigrist, evelyn garza, Tiya Patel, Aaliyah garza, Mark Vazquez. Fourth row: Karina Warfel, Michael gauna, Andy castro, Daniel galaviz,
Nickolas gomez, eric chupp, Mitchel Myers, reynol oyervides, grant Wilson Fifth row: Fatima cabrera. See page 2 for list of honors. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

Pat Monahan wants to bring a 125-year-old icon backto downtown Arcola in a permanent way. At Monday’sArcola City Council meeting, he proposed building a$600,000 “Broom Palace” modeled after a temporary“Broom Corn Palace” built downtown in 1898. Therewere other broom corn palaces over the years, but nonequite as majestic as the 1898 model that drew 20,000over five days during what was then called HarvestFestival.That was before cars, he noted, so people had tomake a real effort to get to Arcola. He said a corn palacein Mitchell, S.D., draws 500,000 tourists annually, andhe thinks a broom palace would do the same for Arcola.The proposed building would be the same size as theoriginal palace at 45 feet by 45 feet and 32 feet tall. Hesaid Libman Company in Arcola, the largest U.S. manu-facturer of cleaning products, has committed to placingan outlet store in the building. He said the building could also house a display ofcraft brooms — Arcola hosts the world craft broomcompetition every year. Maybe it could have a “selfiethrone” for visiting kings and queens. The third floor, hesaid would be an observation deck “for views of down-town from an open rooftop.” Large, brightly coloredfiberglass brooms would decorate the exterior in hom-age to the city’s broom and broom corn history.

Prior to the regular ArcolaSchool Board meeting lastWednesday, the Board reorgan-ized following the recent election.Superintendent Dr. Tom Mulliganpresented the four exiting boardmembers, Craig Wesch, Chad

Strader, Jim Crane and Dr. RobertArrol, with plaques from theschool district thanking them fortheir many years of service to thedistrict.Strader reported on the elec-tion results from April 4. Newly

elected Board members incum-bent Hannah Myers, Casey Conlin,incumbent Jeremy Shonkwiler andJulie Leyva-Sanchez were adminis-tered the oath of office. The Boardadjourned one last time and thenew Board was seated.

The new Board convened andappointed the following officers:Lucas Shonkwiler to be Boardpresident, Sue Stout to be vice-president and Hannah Myers as
See SCHOOL BOARD on page 5

See CITY COUNCIL on page 3


