
SUPERINTENDENT DR. TOM MULLIGAN, second from left in photo on left, reads about the contributions retiring Arcola School Board members have made with more than half of century of
service. Board members seated and with plaques, are, from left, Jim Crane, Chad Strader, Craig Wesch and Dr. Robert Arrol.
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Retiring School Board members served 54 years

Board secretary. They alsodecided to keep the monthlyboard meetings on the secondWednesday of the month at 7p.m. In addition, they appoint-ed committee members. Theyadjourned the reorganization-al meeting.They then opened the regu-lar May Board meeting andconducted the following busi-ness:A. Consideration of Actionon First Reading forHandbook Changes for 2023-2024 school year – The Boardapproved the first reading onthe handbooks. The biggestissue discussed was related todetermining class valedictori-an. The proposal for next yearis to move from the currentpractice of determining vale-dictorian to a weighted gradesapproach.  All policy relateditems (including handbooks

changes) require a first read-ing and then a second reading.This gives the public a chanceto share their thoughts on theproposed changes.  The highschool administration plans tohave a meeting with parentsto gather input prior to theJune Board meeting.B. Consideration of Actionon First Reading for PRESSPolicies from March 2023– the Board approved the firstreading of the Board policies.C. Consideration of Actionon the Tentative AmendedBudget for 2022-2023 SchoolYear and set the AmendedBudget Hearing for June 14,2023 at 7 pm - the Boardapproved the tentativeamended budget changes andset the amended budget hear-ing for June 14, 2023 at 7pm.    D. Consideration of Action onBreakfast and Lunch Prices for2023-2024 school year – theBoard approved the increase of

$0.10 in lunch prices for the 23-24 school year.This will make the prices$3.10 for K-8 and $3.35 forhigh school.  The school isrequired by the federal lunchprogram to compare the dis-trict’s average price for lunchto the federal reimbursementrates for students on freelunch. This year, the districtwas $0.48 below federal pric-ing guidelines but the Boardapproved a required $0.10increase. E. Consideration of Actionon Student Fees for 2023-2024 School Year – the Boardapproved continuing the elim-ination of all student fees forthe 2023-2024 school, exceptthe technology insurance fee,driver’s education and dualcredit fees.F. Consideration of Actionto Add New Activity FundAccounts and Close anExisting Account - the Boardapproved establishing the

activity fund account for theClass of 2027 and the Boardalso approved closing theactivity account for the Classof 2023. The Board mustapprove any and all changesto the activity account.G. Consideration of Actionon Copier Agreement – theBoard approved a new five-year lease agreement withWatts Copies for the juniorhigh copier, high school copi-er, library copier, special serv-ice and district office copiers. H. Consideration of Action onProperty and LiabilityInsurance for 2023-2024 – theBoard approved the renewalfrom Selective for the propertyand liability insurance for 2023-2024 at an amount of $60,406. I. Consideration of Actionon the Bank Depository for the2023-2024 school year. – theBoard approved Arcola FirstBank as depository.    J. Consideration of Actionon the Consolidated Grant

Agreement- the Boardapproved the grant agree-ment, which is a comprehen-sive document required to becompleted annually that out-lines the district plan for usingall federal grant funds for thefollowing school year.K. Consideration of Actionon the Purchase of ViewSonicBoards – the Board approvedthe purchase of 20 classroomView Sonic boards for$39,340.Mrs. Behrends presented tothe Board on the boards andreported that there 18 teachersdistrict-wide that have agreedto pilot the use of the boardsnext year in their classroom.They will be receiving trainingthis summer. L. Consideration of Actionon Asbestos Bid – the Boardapproved the base bid fromTriple A Asbestos for $26,000plus alternative bids totaling$9,500 for a total of $35,500.They will be removing

asbestos from the high schoollocker rooms during July.  TheBoard has discussed renovat-ing the locker rooms in thesummer of 2024 and neededto remove asbestos this sum-mer to be able to fit a remodelin during one summer.M. Consideration of Actionon Officials Pay – the Boardapproved an increase in offi-cials pay for 2023-2024. N. Consideration of actionon the Resignation of Staff –the Board accepted the resig-nation from Brooklyn Howardas preschool teacher.O. Consideration of actionon the Employment of Staff –The Board approved theemployment of the extra-cur-ricular coaches/sponsors for2023-2024 school year.  Theyalso approved the employ-ment of Diane Good as part-time food service director andBrooke Eckart as full-timecook beginning in the 2023-2024 school year.

School Board
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The experience level of theArcola School District Board ofEducation took a significanthit on Wednesday, May 10,when four members steppeddown from the School Boardafter several years of service.In total, the Board membersleaving have served over 54years on the Arcola SchoolBoard. Superintendent Dr. TomMulligan presented eachBoard member with a plaquefrom the district in sincereappreciation for their manyyears of service to the childrenof Arcola. Dr. Mulligan alsomade a few comments abouteach Board member. Dr. Mulligan indicated thatCraig Wesch had served on the

Board for four years. He cameon the Board just prior to thepandemic and was instrumen-tal in helping to lead the dis-trict through that challengingtime. Dr. Mulligan also sharedthat Craig always read,researched, and really thoughtthrough issues before makinga decision. He was a terrificlistener and was always veryprepared and took his roleand responsibility as a Boardmember very seriously.Dr. Mulligan then recog-nized Chad Strader, whoserved 15 years on the SchoolBoard with many of thoseyears serving as Board presi-dent. Dr. Mulligan reiteratedthat Chad was tremendous atviewing all issues from differ-

ent perspectives. He alsoshared that Chad’s years ofexperience as a coach and hispassion for working with chil-dren really helped shape himas a Board member. Chadalways showed great compas-sion and if he was going toerror, it was going to be on theside of a child. Mr. Straderthen shared a few words withthose present. He thanked theentire community for thetremendous support over theyears. He is very proud of thedistrict and its accomplish-ments and that he oftenreceives compliments aboutthe district from people out-side the community. Hethanked Dr. Mulligan and all ofthe staff for their commitment

to the district. He also thankedthe Board members for theirservice and wished the newBoard luck going forward.Dr. Mulligan then recog-nized Jim Crane who served16 years on the School Board,many of those years as presi-dent or vice president. Dr.Mulligan joked that if youlooked up the word volunteerin the dictionary you mightjust see a picture of Jim. Notonly did he fulfil his duties asa Board member, he wentabove and beyond by volun-teering his engineeringexpertise to the district onmany occasions and also bycoaching middle school ath-letics all completely as a vol-unteer. Dr. Mulligan indicat-

ed that Jim demanded fair-ness and equal treatment foreveryone and that he con-stantly reminded the Boardabout the importance ofbeing transparent to the com-munity. Mr. Crane thenshared a few comments aswell. He shared that the say-ing “leave it better than youfound it” really applies here.He feels that he and his fellowBoard members are definite-ly doing that with the schooldistrict. Finally, Dr. Mulligan recog-nized Dr. Robert Arrol. Dr.Arrol served a total of 19years on the School Boardthough in two different stints.Dr. Mulligan shared that theBoard will greatly miss Dr.

Arrol’s knowledge of the his-tory of Arcola and also his pas-sion for the community. Dr.Mulligan also shared that Dr.Arrol strongly believes in fis-cal responsibility as well asprofessional, legal, and ethicalconduct for everyone involvedin the school. Dr. Mulliganclosed by saying that Dr. Arrolalways modeled those idealsin his own conduct on theBoard. His experience andwisdom will be greatly missedon the Board. The entire school commu-nity would like to thank thesefour individuals for the pro-found impact they have hadon thousands of children inArcola over many years. Theywill be greatly missed.

By Mike MonahanEAST PEORIA – Arcolaeighth graders BrodyPhillips and Remi Roberts-McGeehon placed in threeevents in the IllinoisElementary SchoolAssociation Class 2A statetrack meet last Friday andSaturday at EastSide Centre. The eighth grade had thebest finish for Arcola, placing10th with 18.5 points in themeet won by Rock Falls St.Andrew with 44 points.

There were 50 teams thatscored at least one point. Brandon Sanches was thelone Purple Rider seventhgrader to place as he was sev-enth in the 100 and no sev-enth grade girls placed in themeet where the top eightplaced. 
Eighth grade boysPhillips had the highestplace finish for Arcola as hewas third in the high jump at5-7. He was also fifth in the

100 with a time of 12.06 sec-onds. Roberts-McGeehon wasfifth in the 200 in 24.74 andfifth in the long jump at 19-7.Both Roberts-McGeehon andPhillips were on the eighthplace 4x100 relay team thatalso included A.J. Stevens andCarson Jewell. Their time was49.36. The 10th place finish is thebest since 2018 when theeighth grade finished sixth. 
Seventh grade boys

Sanches ran the 100 in13.09, while the 4x100 teamwas 15th with a time of 56. 14.It consisted of JordanGingrich, Jahel Galaviz, RonnieVega and Sanchez. 
Eighth grade girlsThe top finished for Arcolawas Jaiden Miller, who was12th in the long jump going14-7. She was also in the 14thplace 4x100 relay team alongwith Emmalee Reel, OliviaGisinger and Aymara Leal. 
Boys (top 8 placed) all

Arcoa esults Class 2A state
meet

Seventh grade100: 7. Brandon Sanchez13.094x100: 15. Jordan Gingrich,Jahel Galaviz, Ronnie Vega,Sanchez 56.14
Eighth grade100: 5. Brody Philllips12.06200: 5. Remi Roberts-McGeehon 24.74800: 10. Carson Jewell2:17.04

4x100: 8. A. J. Stevens,Roberts-McGeehon, Jewell,Phillips 49.36High jump: 3. Phillips 5-7Long jump: 5. Roberts-McGeehon 19-7
Girls all Arcola results

Class 2A state meet
Eighth grade4x100: 14. Emmalee Reel,Olivia Gisinger, Aymara Leal,Jaiden Miller 55.85Long jump: 12. Jaide Miller14-7

Phillips, Roberts-McGeehon place in three events at state

other competitors, includingone from ChampaignCentennial and one fromUrbana. He won by a half of afoot over the second placetriple jumper. Kelsey Moore, the lone girlcompetitor for the LadyRiders ran the 400 and fin-ished with a P.R of 1;03.32,good for fifth place, also beat-ing a runner from Centennialand Urbana. Her time was1.62 seconds faster than herprevious best. Mitchel Myers finished sec-ond in the discus and fourth in

the shot put at 173-6 and 52-9respectively. Myers lost to lastyear’s state champion, GarrettTaylor, who has been a thornin Myers' side. Taylor went186-5.
Monday Champaign-Urbana News-

Gazette Honor Roll meet at Urbana
Boys (Arcola results)
Shot put: 4. Mitchel Myers 52-9
Discus: 2. Myers 173-6
Triple jump: 1. Braden Phillips 40-10 ½!
Girls (Arcola results)
400: 5. Kelsey Moore 1:03.32!
!-personal record
May 14
Shelbyville boys open team scores: 1.

Newton 114, 2. Mt. Zion 90, 3. Shelbyville 69,
4. Sullivan 44, 5. Pana 37, 6. Effingham St.
Anthony 35, 7. Marshall 32, 8. Altamont 30.5,
9. Teutopolis 26, 10. Tie, Arcola, Central
A&M 21, 12. Cumberland 19.5, 13. Villa

Grove 10, 14. Tie, Brownstown/St. Elmo,
Cowden-Herrick/Beecher City 3, 16.
Meridian 2, 17. Warrensburg-Latham 1

Arocla placers (top 6)
Shot put; 1. Mitchell Myers 52-4
Discus: 1. Myers 174-0
Triple jump: 6. Braden Phillips 40-0
May 11
Class 1A girls track sectional at Okaw

Valley Team scores: 1. Shelbyville 111, 2.
Tuscola 91, 3. Maroa-Forsyth 66, 4. Sullivan
59, 5. Cerro Gordo/Bement 51, 6. Meridian
40, 7. Decatur St. Teresa 30, 8. Arocla 18, 9.
Warrensburg-Latham 18, 10. Okaw Valley
16, 11. Warrensburg-Latham 17, 12. Tie,
Argenta-Oreana, Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-
Hammond 12, 14, Cowden-Herrick/Beecher
City 10, 15. Tie, Central A&M and
Windsor/Stewardson-Strasburg 2, 17. Pana
1

Arcola results (top 6 places) *-quali-
fied for state, !-personal record, #-school
record

400: 4. Ema Simpson 1:01.48*
300 hurdles: 3. Kelsey Moore 48.28*!#

4x100: 6. Moore, Eva Hopkins, Crystal
Ramirez, Simpson 53.53

4x400: 4. Rameriz, Hopkins, Simpson,
Moore 4;25.79

Long jump: 4. Simpson 16-0
May 8 Salt Fork throwers meet
Boys
Shot put: 2. Myers 51-6
Discus: 2. Myers 178-1, 5. Michael

Gauna 122-8
Girls
Shot put: 2. Emma Vazquez 27-6, 3.

Hayden Gauna 27-0, 6. Shelby Roberts-
McGeehon 23-9!

Discus: 1. Roberts-McGeehon 84-7!; 4.
Myka Gomez 69-5

Arcola boys ready
for sectionalThe Arcola boys track teamis set to compete in the Class1A Tuscola SectionalWednesday, May 17, with the

field events to start at 4:30p.m. and the running events at6 p.m.Teams competing in thesectional are Arcola, Argenta-Oreana/Decatur LSA, DecaturChristian,, Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond, OkawValley, Cerro Gordo/Bement,Decatur St. Teresa, DeLand-Weldon, Meridian, Maroa-Forsyth, Marshall, CentralA&M, Mt. Pulaski, Neoga,Sangamon Valley/Tri-City,Pana, Shelbyville, Sullivan,Tuscola and Warrensburg-Latham. The top two in each eventor by qualifying time or dis-tance advance to the Class 1A

state preliminaries May 25 atEastern Illinois UniversitiesO’Brien Stadium. The following qualifyingdistances or times are: 100(11.35), 200 (23.08), 400(52.18), 800 (2:02.82), 1,600(4:39.80), 3,200 (10:12.64),110 hurdles (16.26), 300 hur-dles (42.37), 4x100 (44.63),4x200 (1:33.99), 4x400(3:35.17), 4x800 (8:33.28),long jump (20-10, 6.35meters), triple jump (41-2,12.54 meters), high jump (6-1,1.85 meters), shot put (47-1114.60 meters), and discus(141-3 43.05 meters). 

Track
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