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Nikolas Gomez.
Nikolas is the son of Mike and Ami Gomez.
While attending Arcola High School he participated in Foot-

ball for four years and NHS and AFS for two years.
He was a high honor roll student all four years. He was selected

to attend Boys State at Eastern Illinois University. In his junior
year of football he was named Scout Team Player of the Year.

Nikolas’ future plans are undecided. 
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Alexander Gutierrez
Alexander is the son of Jessica Acuna and Javier Gutierrez.
During high school he participated in Band, National Art

Honor Society, FCCLA and Scholastic Bowl. He was also a High
Honor student. 

Following graduation, Alexander plans to attend Eastern Illi-
nois University and will major in Graphic Design. 

When asked about a favorite teacher, he replied , “Mrs. Launius
made me feel welcome and helped me with math.”

In his spare time he enjoys music, art and writing.
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Cecilia Hardin
Cecilia is the daughter of Jennifer Hardin and Calvin Hardin.
While attending AHS she was a member of the National Art

Honor Society for four years, participated in FCCLA for three years,
Polar Plunge for two years and Drama Club and Student Council
for one year. She gave blood three times at the school’s blood drive
and worked many concession stands. She also did photography for
the school yearbook and helped with the Veteran’s Day parade.

Cecilia used her creative talents to design the covers for the high
school graduation programs for the class of 2022 and 2023. She also
designed the covers for the eighth grade promotion program for
2022 and 2023 and for the 2022 yearbook.

She was president and historian for NAHS, president and vice
president for FCCLA and was on the Honors List. She received third
place in the Eric’s Art Show, two honorable mentions and  a first
place in the Central Illinois Art Show, and first place in painting for
Love of the Arts Show.  

Following graduation, Cecilia plans to attend Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity to earn a Bachelors Degree in Art Education.

She said this about her favorite teacher, “ Mr. Lugo inspired me to
become an art teacher, and pushed me to do the best I could in all
my work.”

Her favorite memory from high school is staying in the art room
to work on her paintings.

Outside of school Cecilia enjoys spending time drawing, painting,
listening to music, photography, making jewelry and playing video
games.
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