
By Mike MonahanALTAMONT – The Arcolabaseball team faced SouthCentral left-handed pitcher,Anthony Buonaura, May 24 inthe Class 1A sectional semifi-nals. Buonaura faced one bat-ter over the minimum in hurl-ing a two-hitter with 14strikeouts and only one walk. Arcola’s second ever sec-tional semifinal ended with a2-0 loss to the Cougars, whoimproved to 25-6, while thePurple Riders finished 14-5,the second most wins in thehistory of the program asJarod Kiger’s 2005 team went17-6. This season was also thesecond best winning percent-age in the history of the pro-gram at .737. “That was their numbertwo guy and we kind of hadhim pegged,” said Arcolacoach Mike Phillips. “We had alittle scouting report. Weknew what he was going to do,but we just could not catch upto it for whatever reason. Hewas deceptive enough and wecould not make that adjust-ment. It was tough.”South Central’s seasoncame to an end with a 6-1 lossto Effingham St. Anthony inthe sectional championship. “He is a pretty good num-ber two,” said South Centralcoach Curt Jones, who is 480-240-1 in 26 years with onlythree losing seasons. “”It ispretty tough to go seveninnings and only walk one. Hewas down in the strike zoneand when he is a little off he iswild high and today he was athis best. That is what you haveto have when you don’t reallyhit.”The Cougars scored anunearned run in the secondinning when with one outZane Montez singled to centerand Ethan Watwood reachedon an error as Montez movedto third. With runners on thecorners Callaway Smith putdown a sacrifice bunt asMontez scored and Watwoodadvanced to second. A walk toColton Smith put two on

before Arcola freshmanBrevyn Whisman earned hisfourth strikeout to end theinning. Arcola started their half ofthe first with a single byTanner Thomas, however hewas caught off first andBuonaura struck out the nexttwo. While Buonaura keptArcola bats silent for a total of11 straight batters, the Cougaroffense threatened in the thirdand fourth innings. In thethird South Central’s

Bounaura singled to short leftfield, stole second and went tothird on a wild pitch.Whisman got the next batterto hit into a shortstop to firstgrounder on a 3-2 pitch. Thefourth was even more impres-sive as South Central, a mem-ber of the National TrailConference, had bases loadedwith only one out whenWhisman struck out one his 8and got a grounder to JaydenHenson-Stice at second, whothrew to first basemanAnthony Garza to end the

threat. “The defense made somegood plays,” said Phillips, whois assisted by Jeff Thomas.“Caiden Helmuth had a coupleof good plays at third, JaydenHenson-Stice made a goodplay at second and Braden(Philips) had a couple of goodcatches in the outfield (rightfield). Anthony Garza madesome good plays at first. Ourdefense played well. All yearwe have played well defen-sively. Brevyn (Whisman)pitched a heck of a game. I

could not ask for a better out-ing.”Jones was also impressedwith Whisman. “Their guy pitched reallywell,” said Jones. “Some of ourbest hitters made us look silly.He did a really good job. Hemade some good pitches(Brevyn) 3-2 he threw a slid-er. We are not going to hit thatI don’t care what the count is.For him to have confidenceand throw it with a 3-2 countis pretty good and he made uslook pretty bad at timestoday.” Arcola’s second hitoccurred  with one out whenPhilips reached on a bunt.However, South Centralturned a 5-6-3 double play. “Today it was mostly fast-balls,” said Jones. “He has agood change up and he throwsa curve ball sometimes just tokeep them guessing. Todaywas mostly fastballs and thatwas big.”Buonaura threw just 84pitches with 60 for strikes,while Whisman threw 113, 65for strikes. He gave up five hitsand only one earned run withfour walks. The only earned runoccurred in the fifth whenwith one out Buonaura helpedhis own cause with a homerun to right field. “That gave us a little morebreathing room,” said Jones.“It was kind of his day. One ofthe sayings the kids say is ‘youhave to carry the boat’Everybody has to carry theboat. Boy, Buonaura idd morethan carry the boat, it was likecarrying the Titanic. It was allabout him.”As for what the win meantto Jones he said, “I am old andI have done this for a long timeso I have been in this game,but I am happy for the kids toget it. All of these sophomoresI have got playing this yearand have never got to this sortof thing. The seniors were partof our Class 1A state champi-onship (in 2021) and havebeen through this, but the

young ones have not. I am justhappy to see them do it (reachthe Sweet 16). I wasn’t surehow they would react if theywould be scared or nervous.So far I am pleased with howthey have approached every-thing.”Arcola finished in the last32 teams of Class 1A, which isthe farthest in program histo-ry as the 1984 team was in thetwo-class system when thefinal eight teams (not the finalfour like now) made it to stateand they were one of the final64 teams. “It was a great season. I amvery proud of these guys. Theyworld their butts off and itshowed. It started in mid-January and they were relent-less and they bought in and itshowed. We have two seniors(Braden Shonkwiler andAustin Kutz) and they aregoing to be sadly missed. Theywere a big part of this team.We are young. We have sevenfreshmen and sophomoresand a lot of experience fornext year. We will come backand work hard. Winning theregional was one of our goals.Winning the conference wasalso a goal (didn’t get) andobviously the regional was alot better and sweeter as youget play longer. Now we knowwhat we have to do to takecare of business and keepplaying late in May. That willbe our motivation for nextyear. We have the athletes andtalent and know what to do.” 
Class 1A baseball
sectional 
semifinals 
at Altamont
South Central      010           010       0–2-5-0
Arcola                  000           000       0–0-2-1

Losing pitcher: Brevyn Whisman 7
innings, 5 hits, 2 runs, 1 earned, 4 walks, 8
strikeouts

ARCOLA: Tanner Thomas 1-for-2;
Braden Phillips 1-for-2

Winning pitcher: Anthony Buonaura 7
innings, 2 hits, 0 runs, 1 walk 14 strikeouts

SOUTH CENTRAL: Buonaura 2-for-4,
run, stolen base, home run, RBI; Zach
Montes 1-for-2, run; Callaway Smith 1-for-1,
RBI; Colton Smith 1-for-1
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ARCOLA FRESHMAN Brevyn Whisman hurls a pitch to catcher Jackson Griffith in the
IHSA Class 1A sectional semifinal game at Altamont. Arcola lost to South Central 2-0.
Whisman allowed only one earned run for the Purple Riders who finished 14-5. Photo by
Mike Monahan.
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SPORTS
Second most wins in program history

South Central southpaw ends Arcola’s baseball season


