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The line was almost the length
of the cafeteria. Having it the
night of the spring concert was
definitely a great idea and Mrs.
Brown and I plan on doing that
in conjunction with Dr. Gobbo
next year. What a wonderful
collaborative success.

ALAH High School Day of
Service: On Thursday, May 11,
the High School students came
to AHGS and the other schools
as well, to serve in some capac-
ity. | manned the crew work-
ing outside. I had about ten
high school students move all
of the heavy rocks away from
the school and off of the park-
ing lot islands, to one set loca-
tion to be moved at a later time.
We also took out all remaining
decorative grass and flower
clumps that were dead or dy-
ing. The district will remove
the remaining tree stumps

and bush stumps before work
can be done on laying down
landscaping tarp and installing
rock.

Teacher Appreciation
Week: A huge thank you to
the AHGS PTO, ALAH Adminis-
tration, First Baptist Church of
Atwood and the VFW Women'’s
Auxiliary for providing meals,
cupcakes, treats and desserts
this week for Teacher’s Ap-
preciation Week, The teach-
ers week was capped off by
Mr. Forman delivering a few
of their “favorites” (we keep
a book of each staff member’s
favorite snacks, treats, etc. in
the office) to their classrooms
as well as special cookies and
Casey’s gift cards from the PTO.
Lunch was provided two days,
once from Pauly’s and the oth-
er was Chicken and Noodles.
Yum!

Lovington Grade School
Principal’s Report
1. We hosted about 80 people

Town Talk
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Heartland closed.
ANOTHER ALWAYS
ARTHURITE STORY

Chris Maxedon, AHS 90,
and son of Larry and Nancy
Maxedon is boys track coach
in Huntley, Illinois. He shared
a post last week after the girls
state meet that his fellow coach
at Huntley and the girls track
team there had won the Class
3A state title. This past week-
end Chris was at Charleston for
the state track meet with his
boys team. He shared how nice
it was to have his parents close
by in Mattoon. He had gone to
the store to buy food and Larry
and Nancy then helped pre-
pare and hosted the team for a
meal. I'm sure nobody enjoyed
that more than his folks. Hope
things went well for Chris and
the Huntley boys team at state.

STATE TRACK MEET NEWS

Sure it is elsewhere in the
paper but Logan Beckmier
earned a 5th place finish Sat-
urday in the 3200m race. Great
way to finish his high school
track season. Logan is on his
way to Western Illinois Univer-
sity this fall to run track and
cross country there. He is the
son of Tucker and Megan Beck-
mier and grandson of Lyle and
Sherry Dorjahn and Dennis
and Kathy Beckmier. Congratu-
lations Logan!

SPRINGFIELD ROAD

This is a great route just two
miles south of Arthur (200N)
with a lot of history and al-
though it seems it was only a
few short years ago that it was
completely redone it is badly
in need of repair. Every week
when Sally and I drive on it we
despair at the condition. So I
was very pleased to read that
the Douglas County Board had
designated money to fix the
road. Not sure when but now is
not too soon! Know it will be an
inconvenience for a while but
very, very much needed.
QUICK TRIP TO WISCONSIN

Last week I made the drive
up on Tuesday and came back
on Thursday to daughter
Kyra’s to attend granddaugh-
ter Taylor’s choral concert. I'm
not often able to get up there
for the grandkids’ events so I
was happy to make the trip no
matter how quick it was. She
goes to a rather large school
so I got to hear a jazz band, a
wind ensemble, a women’s
varsity choir (Taylor’s group)
and a mixed ensemble. Just
like at home their seniors in
each group were recognized.
I so love music and especially
young people who are enjoying
sharing their talents with an
audience of family and friends.
Good times!

And that’s -30-
for some much needed rain
(but not until after
this weekend!)

for our Financial Fun Night on
May 4. The theme was “LIFE”
which stands for Lovington
Informational Financial Event.
The room was set up like the
game of LIFE and students
traveled through different sta-
tions learning about money. I
think a quote from one of our
students sums it up the best,
“This is the best night of my
whole life!”

2. Teacher appreciation week
was such an encouragement to
the staff in Lovington.

We celebrated all week long
with a radio theme “WLGS the
Knights” The staff had a lot of
fun with the various contests
and prizes, but overall the best
part was the love shared from
the community. One example
of this was a “radio” ad sent in
from Shawnee communication.
It read:

“Shawnee Communications
is a local, family-owned tele-
communications company, so
we understand the importance
of community, connection, and
growth. Without teachers, our
communities would not suc-
ceed as well as they do. Teach-
ers help guide our youth into
a successful future while navi-
gating many obstacles along
the way. They care for our
children and leave everlast-
ing impressions. Four out of
our nine Lovington office em-
ployees at Shawnee Commu-
nications attended Lovington
Grade School. These four em-
ployees have countless happy
memories of walking the halls
of Lovington Grade School, and
without a doubt, they can recall
all the kindness each teacher
showed them. We want every
teacher to know that not just
on Teacher Appreciation Week
but every week, we are so in-
credibly thankful for all that
you do for the children in our
community. We hope you enjoy
the assortment of cookies that
we will be delivering to your
breakroom this afternoon.

We want to end with a quote:

“Anyone who does anything
to help a child in his life is a
hero to me.” - Mister Rogers

3. One final lunch on the lawn
scheduled for the year. We ate
lunch at the Lovington Park on
May 24. Slow Spark BBQ was
there for parents and com-
munity members to purchase
lunch if they would like. Our
students brought a picnic lunch
from our cafeteria. We also be
hosted Kona Ice once everyone

was back at the school and the
PTO is buying each student one
drink!
ALAH High School
Principal’s Report
1. Senior Trip - The senior
class and sponsors totally 78
people had a successful trip to
Washington, DC.
2. Honors Night was held on

Wednesday, May 10. Winners
and their families received in-
vitations and more than 70
community organizations,
families and colleges awarded
37 seniors over $1.3 million for
their future endeavors.

3. The Ag Mech class is work-
ing on frames for new weight-
lifting platforms - FFA has ad-

opted a portion of 133 to clean
up (located east of town, signs
are up!)

- Baby chicks are on their
way (should start hatching this
Thursday)

- Horticulture class has
grown and cared for the thank
you gifts for honors night (ger-
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Lovington Organizations plan
sesquicentennial celebration

Lovington is going to “Cele-
brate Good Times” June 9 and
10. This year marks the 150th
year since Lovington was of-
ficially incorporated as a vil-
lage. Several organizations
have joined to celebrate the
sesquicentennial.

Friday, June 9, the LHS
Alumni Association will hold
its annual homecoming ban-
quet starting at 4:30 p.m. at
the Church of God Family Life
Center. The alumni will honor
new Hall of Fame members
Sally Duncan, David Kidwell,
Don Bell, Jeff Davis, Elise Wild-
man and the 2005 boys bas-
ketball team at the banquet.

At 8:00 p.m. the band Iden-
tity Crisis will entertain village
residents uptown. Food trucks
and a beer tent will also be
available.

Saturday morning, June 10,
starting at 6:30 a.m. the fire-
men will hold their pancake
breakfast at the firehouse.

The Moultrie County Histor-
ical and Genealogical Society
display Lovington memora-
bilia at the Lovington Library
starting at 9:00 a.m.

The sesquicentennial pa-
rade featuring the Ameri-
can Legion Honor Guard, the
ALAH Marching Knights, pag-
eant queens, antique tractors,

floats, fire trucks, etc. will be-
ginat 11:00 a.m., followed by a
bags tournament at 1:00 p.m.

The Lovington Community
Club will hold its annual fish
fry at 4:30 in Tom Conn Park.
25/X8 Extreme Sports with in-
flatables, a bake sale and sev-
eral vendors will also add to
the celebration.

The fireworks display will
begin at dusk at the Lovington
Grade School.

Village board park and rec-
reation chairman Brittany
Bates and her committee have
coordinated all of the events
with the other organizations.

Village of Arthur will resume
electric aggregation program
in July with new supplier

The Village of Arthur will re-
sume its electric aggregation
program in July with a new
supplier, Homefield Energy of
Collinsville, and a new rate of
8.663 cents per kilowatt hour.
The new rate is approximately
25 percent less than Ameren'’s
residential electric rate of
11.833 cents. The Village’s rate
will be fixed for 12 months—to
July 2024. Ameren is expected
to adjust its rate in June.

Following Illinois’ deregu-
lation of electric supply costs
to homeowners and small
businesses, Arthur voters au-
thorized the Village Board to
create an electric aggregation
program. The Village Board in
May 2022 suspended the pro-
gram for one year when soar-
ing electric prices in the com-
petitive market made Ameren’s
regulated rate the better price
for electricity.

That changed when the Vil-

lage found market prices more
competitive earlier this year.
Homefield in February submit-
ted the lowest of three bids to
supply Arthur’s electric aggre-
gation program. In addition
to the Village’s lower electric
rate, participants in Arthur’s
program do not pay purchased
electric adjustment (PEA)
costs that Ameren customers
pay. Average PEA costs over the
past nine months have added
about 3.4 tenths of a cent to the
kilowatt hour cost.

Homefield on Friday, May 26,
will send a letter to each eli-
gible Arthur homeowner and
small business of the program,
the new rate, terms and condi-
tions, and the right to opt out
at no cost. Those who wish to
participate will be enrolled
automatically and need to do
nothing. Those who prefer not
to participate can opt out by
calling Homefield’s customer

care center at 866-694-1262,
a toll-free number. Homefield’s
telephone system allows call-
ers to request a callback to
avoid lengthy hold times.

Ameren will also send a let-
ter to each eligible participant
to remind them of the new sup-
plier and their right to opt out.

Homefield's supply costs will
be included on Ameren’s bill,
which means residents who
participate in the Village’s pro-
gram will still write only one
check to Ameren for all elec-
tricity charges. Calls for condi-
tions like flickering lights and
power outages will continue to
be handled by Ameren. Further
information is available from
Homefield by calling its toll-
free number, 866-694-1262.

(Editor’s Note: This informa-
tion has been updated from the
article that was published in
the May 24, 2023 edition)
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THRIFT SHOP

1065 E. Columbia * Arthur, IL 61911 = 217-543-2421
Email: arthurmecthrift@gmail.com
Collectibles « Clothing
Shoes = Housewares * Books
Monday-Friday 10-4 » Saturday 10-3
Like us on Facebook: Arthur MCC Thrift Shop

MCC
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Sy COLLINS s

OIL SERVICE AUTO PARTS
217-543-2711 217-543-3327
217-543-2722 217-543-3328

GOODSYEAR

Self Serve Station

OIL LLC {NAPRY
.

Goodyear Tires
Tractor/Auto Repair

COUNTRYSIDE

5 1/2 miles east of Arthur
South on Country Club Rd
Turn left at 4-way stop sign

* Hardwood
« Vinyl

* Carpet

+ Tile

* Laminate

FLOORING

NELSON CHUPP
551 E. CR. 300 N. - Arthur, IL 61910

Ph. 217-268-3669
2 1/2 miles west of Arcola
South on Country Club Rd
Turn left at 4-way stop sign

—
| VisA

A g
CristTermite
& Pest Solutions, Inc.

207 N Oak Street yﬁrthur, 1L61911

The Sentricon difference.
No more colony.
No more problem.

David Crist
217-543-2890

* Fresh Beef & Pork
* Freezer Bundles
* Deer Processing

(217) 543-3354

Dutch Valley Meats, Inc.

* Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacon —, .

On the curve on Rt. 133 in Chesterville
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ¢ Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

“ www.dutchvalleymeatsinc.com

Edward Jones

Ryan D Kleiss, CFP®, ChFC®, CIMA™
Financial Advisor

250 5 Vine 5t Suite A

Arthur, IL 61911-1359

217-928-1058

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

eNTERPRISES

WE KEEP TOU SUOTTING=

Mowers * Generators ¢ Tillers

e Commercial & Home
Outdoor Power Equipment
* Sales & Service

179 N. Spruce Street, Arthur
217-543-3681

Charles Yost
217-841-1676

o O\N"“?\ Bush Trimming Lg)"/cl, Say

A ) o los
\'(,e ““‘?o““ o Leaf Clean Up s,mw /::aplhg
@ Wee You Grow It We Mow It Movg

Lawan Care

gwlc@greenwavelanwcare.com

Wave

TRIM WORK *« REMODELING

H G CARPENTRY Phone: (217) 543-3409
e 217-620-1154 1 mi. west of Arthur on Rt. 133 to Road No. 1700 then South 3/8 mi.

P - - /s .

o o o / > Catering Large & Small Groups
//-/ F A\ | d / Baking by order: Fruitcakes

/ / e t_" eet Q ~ [nsure ) « Vegetable & fruit & meat pizzas * Cheese & meat trays
) Estimates X\ < Gift Shop
, L « Cookbooks * Quilts * Rugs * Craft Items
Howard Gingerich Arthur, IL My Own Line of Canned Pickled ltems

The Kitchen of Doris Yoder

LAWN KEEPER

Lawn Aeration & More

Insured

217-254-3596

Lawn Fertilization » Weed Control ‘%%ﬁ

MOULTRIE

—~COUNSELING -

Counseling for
children and adult
0f ll ages.

*Insurane Accepted

Gall for an appointment

DOOR & WINDOW INSTALLATION & My Own Seasonings Rod Kennel 217-543-3003 10 et Rartan v, Sl | 151 Pnune 2”_7?34358
o VISIT OUR PARKVIEW
. . WOOD PELLETS
WE BS IT E Vlllyl Fencmg & Decks ENVIRO BRICK ESTD 2022
‘ 4 Poly - Vinyl - Aluminum - Cedar - Chainlink S ey =" i
VILLAGE OF Latest News... * Residential + Commercial * Industrial * Privacy e i Steven Plank
T Events... * Decorative * Pool * Equine & Etc. HOT WATER HEAT SYSTEMS 359N CR 475 E
M - z I 0 N Maps Decking ¢ Cellular * Tongue & Groove * Cedar :IT:_::::R svLaTon Arthur, IL 61911 Thompson Tree (are
» Pergola’s * Arbor’s * Screen Railing & More SALES & INSTALLATION {‘ i:fj?::":’:
[ ] &17.200.420 .
www.mtzion.com (217) 273-7339 (New Location) Charlie Thompson (217) 714-0364
- - Willis Diener ¢ 375 E. CR 700 N., Tuscola, IL 61953 Owner/Operator Ch_Thompson92@hotmail.com




