
The City of Arcola agreedMonday to provide more than$400,000 in tax increment financ-ing (TIF) incentives toward a $4.5million housing proposal at GreenMill Village. Cassie Yoder, marketing direc-tor for Green Mill Village, indicat-ed that the 12-unit apartment andsix duplexes slated for the projectwill be aimed at middle-incomefamilies. The project calls for com-mercial development as well.She introduced developersShawn and Austin Tabeling ofMahomet, who are tasked withbuilding the homes. She said theyhave completed several projects inthe region, including one inSullivan, and understand thedynamics of small towns. Andrew Bequette, city attorney,said he has worked with TabelingDevelopment before and that itwas a positive experience.The incentives recommendedby the TIF committee includes$80,000 a year for five yearstoward eligible expenses. Startingin year six, the city will rebate65% of the property taxes for theremainder of the life of the TIF dis-trict.Construction for Green MillVillage began 15 years ago, andthe city spent $2.5 million in TIFfunds then to put in roads andwater/sewer lines. The projectwas budgeted at $30 million[more than $42 million today,adjusted for inflation].While a hotel and assisted liv-ing facility were built on the 63.5-acre resort, many of the proposedamenities never materialized.Original plans called for a restau-rant serving locally sourcedorganic beef and chicken, an"adventure center," a mill, a solar-and wind-energized spa, Amishtours, a farmer's market and a1940s car that would run off recy-cled oil from the restaurant.Yoder said Monday that thearea adjacent to the ArcolaTownship Cemetery is prime realestate and can help attract a work-force and "grow the school." Theproject checks several boxes forgoals set by ACED, ArcolaCommunity and EconomicDevelopment.She said economic growth inthe community relies on addition-al housing. Between the balance of

commercial and residential devel-opment, "What comes first?" sheasked. "What makes the mostsense?"Tabeling Development is active-ly marketing commercial lots atthe site on its website. ShawnTabeling said the focus is on work-force housing. He said he thinks itwill be "a popular, attractive site."In other development news, thecity's monthly zoning report hadseven construction permits total-

ing $212,800 in improvements.There were also twovariances/special use permits.Construction permits are:Brenda Cortez, a shed in the 600block of South Elm valued at$4,000; an addition for ArcolaCoin Wash in the 200 block ofSouth Chestnut valuedat$44,850: a sign for DollarGeneral; a shed for FabianHerrera in the 200 block of TylerDrive valued at $7,200; an addi-

tion for Lucas Hensley in the 200block of West Washington Courtvalued at$18,000; an additionfor Paul Harshbarger in the 700block of Dogwood Drive valuedat $112,500; and an addition forJuan Garza in the 1000 block ofRobin Lane valued at $26,250.Also approved was a setbackvariance for Dannie and GlendaYoder in the 400 block of WestJefferson and a zoning changefrom B-1 to R-4 for Juan Garza.

THIS SATELLITE IMAGE of Green Mill Village shows the approximate location of two housing proj-
ects budgeted at $4.5 million. The city has committed more than $400,000 in incentives for the proj-
ect.

KIDS ENJOYED the new splash pad at Moore Park, but the city closed the feature out of
liability concerns after several children fell on the concrete. The city is working with the
contractor to improve the grip of the surface.

Kids’ Day June 11Children’s Day in Arcola has been movedto June 11, according to Mayor Jesus Garza.He said there will be pizza, hot dogs, popcorn, a bounce house and “all kinds of activ-ities.” He hopes the splash pad is back upand running. He noted that the school dis-trict has helped out with fliers and older stu-dents will be providing face painting.
Escamilla graduatesAugustana College recognized 624 partic-ipants at the college's 163rd commencementceremony Saturday, May 27. Recognizedparticipants included Hector LozanoEscamilla from Arcola, who studied publichealth.
Hat’s offThe following students have been namedto the spring 2023 President's List andDean’s List at Southeast Missouri StateUniversity: Cameron Ochs of Tuscola andErika Vandeveer of Arcola. 
Class of ’58 reunionArcola’s Finest – The Great 58s – will cel-ebrate their 65th reunion on Friday, August18 at 4:30 p.m. at Shae’s. Lookingforward to our usual good times togeth-er.  All other classes in school with us, pleasestop by and say hi.
Senior potluckArcola Seniors are invited to attend aPotluck Lunch at the Arcola Senior Center onJune 16. Lunch will begin at 11:30 a.m.Seniors may bring a dish to share.
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Green Mill Village plans
$4.5 million housing deal
Hopes project will spur commercial development

Arcola City AdministratorBill Wagoner reported that thesurface of the new splash padat Moore Park was repairedbut that the result was not sat-isfactory. The surface is not asslippery as it was on openingday, he said, but a "test run"with 15-20 kids Mondayproved that there is morework to be done.He said the city paid extrafor a non-slip surface and thatthe contractor and subcon-tractor will have to "make itright." He said it will be anoth-er week or two till the surfaceis repaired again.He said he thinks there isnot enough sand in the epoxyto provide the grip neededwhen it's wet.

The kids love the newwater feature even thoughmany of them have slipped."You can't knock the smiles offtheir faces even when they'refalling," he said.He also told the Arcola CityCouncil in committee thatsecurity cameras will beinstalled at the splash pad andrestrooms at the park. Therehas been vandalism at thepark, he said, and the cameraswill hopefully make people"more mindful and knock itoff."Mayor Jesus Garza addedthat the cameras can be set tosend a text message to officialsevery time the restroom dooris opened. Wagoner said the cameras

will record, so if there is van-dalism, officials will be able tosee who was in the area. Headded that the restroom cam-eras will be outside, notinside.
IN OTHER BUSINESS, thecity held its annual appropria-tions hearing before passingthe ordinance. City AttorneyAndrew Bequette explainedthat the appropriations budg-et does not reflect what thecity intends to spend. The reg-ular budget does that.The appropriations budgetsets the maximum amountthat the city can spend if itneeds to and funds are avail-able. He said it provides a

Pat Monahan was in front of the Arcola CityCouncil again Monday to further discuss a pro-posed Broom Palace on the old MetropolitanBlock downtown.The city discussed the proposal in a commit-tee meeting. No commitment was made by thecity, but several officials commented outside ofthe meeting that they think it's a great idea.Monahan said he's hopeful that the ArcolaInvestment Corporation will take ownership ofthe building and manage it. He said the corpo-ration's leadership is interested but will need aconsensus from their 41 shareholders. "I thinkthey will do it," he said.He said the group, which was formed to pur-chase and fix up commercial properties, has$50,000 on hand and an annual budget of

Splash pad or splat pad?
City continues to work on feature kids have ‘fallen’ for

Monahan updates

city on ‘Broom

Palace’ proposal

See SPLASH PAD on page 4

See BROOM PALACE on page 4


