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Pritzker puts final stamp on $50.4 billion state spending plan

By ANDREW ADAMS
& JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois
aadams@capitolnewsillinois.com

CHICAGO - Gov. ]B Pritzker
signed the state’s operating
budget for the upcoming fiscal
year on Wednesday, marking
the first spending plan of his
second term as governor.

The $50.4 billion spending
plan anticipates about $50.6
billion in revenues for the fiscal
year that begins July 1, making
for a projected surplus of rough-
ly $183 million, according to the
governor’s office. That revenue
estimate would be slightly be-
low or roughly equal to what’s
collected in tax revenues for
the current year, depending on
June’s final revenue collections.

The bill signing’s venue, typ-
ically chosen to highlight an
important aspect of the budget,
was the Belmont Cragin campus
of Christopher House in Chica-
go, a charter school that most-
ly serves low-income Hispanic
families.

The signing was attended
by a who's who of state Demo-
crats, with the governor, House
Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch,
D-Hillside, Senate President
Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, and
various members of the legis-
lature’s Democratic leadership
and budget negotiation teams.

Several of them highlighted
the budget’s investments in ed-
ucation.

“Birth-to-five services and
kindergarten readiness are the
foundation for the rest of our
children’s educational experi-
ences,” Pritzker said.

The budget includes fund-
ing to launch Pritzker’s “Smart
Start Illinois” early childhood
education program. Earlier this
year, he toured the state to pro-
mote the increased spending on
pre-K and kindergarten, which
includes $130 million to fund
a new system of contracts for
early childhood workers and
upping state funding for early
childhood block grants by $75
million. “Smart Start” also in-

cludes added funding for early
intervention and home visiting
programming.

The budget also increases
state dollars going to the K-12
funding formula by $350 million
- the amount called for annually
in state law - and puts $45 mil-
lion toward a three-year pilot
program to fill teacher vacan-
cies and provide scholarships
to future teachers. It's less than
the $70 million for that program
that Pritzker included in his
February budget proposal.

Higher education, a long-
time budget priority of Pritz-
ker’s, will also see increased
funding. These include a $100
million funding increase to the
state’s Monetary Award Pro-
gram, which provides need-
based scholarships. It marks a
75 percent increase in funding
for MAP grants since 2019. The
budget also includes a $15 mil-
lion increase to the AIM HIGH
merit-based scholarship pro-
gram and a $3.8 million increase
to the Minority Teacher Scholar-
ship program.

Despite praising Republican
involvement in budget negotia-
tions throughout the legislative
session, Senate Minority Leader
John Curran, R-Downers Grove,
criticized the overall budget in
a Wednesday statement while
noting it included some com-
mon ground between the two
parties.

“We negotiated in good faith,
and as a result, there are some
joint priorities in this budget,
specifically to support the de-
velopmentally disabled and in-
vest in education,” Curran said.

No Republicans in either
chamber voted for the plan.

In the House, debate was
more tense. Republican budget
negotiator Norine Hammond,
of Macomb, said the GOP was
essentially cut out from the
budget process by House Dem-
ocrats. She had previously not-
ed Republicans participated in
more frequent budget talks with
the governor’s staff.

“Another budget filled with

broken promises, accounting
gimmicks, and a lack of struc-
tural reforms to address the
systemic outmigration of Illi-
nois families,” House Repub-
lican Leader Tony McCombie,
R-Savanna, said in a Wednesday
statement.

McCombie also contradicted
Curran’s read of the budget and
said that it “shortchanges” the
direct service professionals, or
DSPs, that serve disabled people
in community settings.

A state-commissioned 2020
study of the industry recom-
mended increasing DSP wag-
es to 150 percent of the state’s
minimum wage, which is cur-
rently $13 per hour and is set to
increase to $14 in January.

The budget includes pro-
visions increasing DSP wage
base rates by $2.50 per hour,
to $19.50, beginning in Janu-
ary. That would still fall short of
the $4 per hour needed to meet
the study’s recommendation as
of next year. Still, it marks a $1
increase beyond what Pritzker
had proposed in February.

Home workers who assist the
elderly are also slated to receive
a rate increase of $24 million.

The budget also includes $75
million for the Department of
Children and Family Services.
Pritzker’s office said this is ex-
pected to pay for 192 staff posi-
tions, expanded training, facility
improvements and scholarships
to children in DCFS care.

Services aimed at prevent-
ing homelessness are set to re-
ceive an increase of $85 million
through the Home Illinois pro-
gram, a multi-agency initiative
that will provide housing and
services to homeless people.

The more than $350 million
in funding includes $118 mil-
lion for shelter and transitional
housing services, $50 million
for rapid rehousing services,
$40 million in capital funds for
permanent supportive housing
units and $37 million in funds to
build new shelter units.

While Republicans have
been critical of the budget, the

House’s lead budget negotia-
tor, Rep. Jehan Gordon-Booth,
D-Peoria, said compromise was
an essential part of the process.

“The budget is a reflection of
our priorities,” she said. “It's a
reflection of everybody getting
wins, but nobody got every-
thing.”

Earlier this week, Pritzker
noted the budget would exempt
businesses from the first $5,000
in liability under the corporate
franchise tax, up from $1,000.
He called it a $50 million tax cut
that addressed at least one Re-
publican budget priority. Pritz-
ker and leaders in the General
Assembly negotiated a phaseout
of that tax in his only biparti-
san budget passed in 2019, but
Democrats ultimately reversed
that action in a future budget
year.

During debate last month,
Republicans in both chambers
were also sharply critical of the
budget because it allowed for
the expiration of the $75 mil-
lion Invest in Kids scholarship
program for private school stu-
dents. The program initially
passed as part of a bipartisan
agreement in 2017 with sup-
port from the school-choice
movement and Republican law-
makers.

When asked on Wednesday,
Pritzker said the conversation
around funding that program is
“ongoing,” and “there’s time still
for that program to be consid-
ered,” potentially in the fall veto
session, before its Jan. 1, 2024,
expiration.

Democrats on Wednesday
also alluded on several occa-
sions to a two-year budget
stalemate between Republican
then-Gov. Bruce Rauner and
Democrats in the legislature
that lasted from July 2015 into
August 2017. During that time,
the state did not approve a full
budget, causing havoc in educa-
tion and the social services in-
dustry, both of which rely heavi-
ly on state funding.

“It’s no longer about how to
keep the doors open and scrape

by,” Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton said
of the budget process.

At the bill signing, Pritzker
also addressed a state-funded
health care program for noncit-
izens, which his administration
at one time projected would
cost over $1 billion in the up-
coming fiscal year.

The program offers Medic-
aid-style benefits to noncitizens
age 42 and older who would
otherwise be eligible for Med-
icaid if not for their legal resi-
dency status. It was launched
in 2021 and expanded twice
to its current size. Because the
individuals enrolled in the pro-
gram are not eligible for stan-
dard Medicaid, which is jointly
funded by the state and federal
governments, Illinois covers its
entire cost.

A separate Medicaid-related
bill, which Pritzker has not yet
signed, will give him authority
to rein in costs through the cre-
ation of administrative rules.
His office has said options in-
clude limiting future enroll-
ment, requiring copays from
program participants, maxi-
mizing federal reimbursement
and possibly moving partici-
pants to the Medicaid managed
care system.

Pritzker noted that the pro-
gram does not apply to asy-
lum seekers, who are eligible
for other federally funded
benefits. He also said it is ulti-
mately cheaper to provide pre-
ventative care to noncitizens
rather than making them rely
on emergency room visits to
treat conditions that have gone
undiagnosed and untreated due
to a lack of health care benefits.

Pritzker’s February budget
proposal accounted for about
$220 million in costs for the
program, and the final bud-
get did not include a measure
sought by the Illinois Legisla-
tive Latino Caucus that would
have expanded it to noncitizens
aged 19 and over. Those 18
years and younger are already
covered under the Illinois
AllKids program.

“We realized thatif we could
manage it properly, we could
manage the program with the
number of people that are in
it now to about $550 million,”
Pritzker said Wednesday.
“That’s more than we expect-
ed, but not nearly as much as
it might have cost if we didn’t
have the tools necessary.”

The governor’s office did
not clarify whether that meant
the program would be capped
at current levels or if more
people would be allowed to
enroll in the upcoming fiscal
year.

“We’ll have more on what
steps we'll need to take as we
enter the new fiscal year and
review costs,” a spokesperson
said in a statement.

Pritzker’s signing included
one change to the budget as it
was approved by lawmakers
last month. Lawmakers, agen-
cy directors and others in state
government who would have
received raises of 5.5 percent
under an automatic pay for-
mula will be capped at 5 per-
cent to comply with state law.

“Itis evident that the errors
in the amounts to compensate
all of these officers were in-
advertent and that the Gener-
al Assembly intended for the
amounts set forth in Senate
Bill 250 simply to implement
the salaries provided by law,”
Pritzker said in his “reduction
veto” message.

Under law, lawmakers do
not need to accept the reduc-
tion, so the budget can take ef-
fect without issue.
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Douglas County Court

Traffic Citations

Melissa A. Wheatley, 52,
Ashmore, operating an unin-
sured vehicle.

Narciso Ixcotoyac Chancha-
vac, 38, Champaign, operating
an uninsured vehicle.

Koyode K. Frederick, 38,
Charleston, operating an un-
insured vehicle; no valid reg-
istration.

Leobardo P. Palma, 35, New
Philadelphia, Ohio, operating
an uninsured vehicle.

Criminal Charges

Victor Mendoza, 33, Arcola,
was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony for allegedly possessing a
controlled substance.

Charles Michael McSpad-
den, 39, Arcola, was charged
with a Class X felony for al-
leged methamphetamine de-
livery.

Jason W. Day, 48, Allerton,
was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony for alleged possession of
methamphetamine.

Marriage Licenses
Sylvia Ann Miller, Arthur,
and Elva L. Kauffman, Arthur.
Ryan Jeffrey Swanson, Tus-
cola, and Amanda Jo Fulfer,
Tuscola.

Real Estate

Jodi Kay Clayton grant-
ed First Neighbor Bank NA a
mortgage at 324 Orchard Lane
Arthur. Parcel number: 02-07-
30-338-002.

Farm Credit Illinois FLCA
granted Mark E. Randell a re-
lease mortgage at parcel num-
ber: 03-09-09-400-003.

Big Top Properties LLC
Series H&H granted Blake A.
Reynolds a release mortgage
at 304 Maple St. Villa Grove.

Parcel number: 04-03-02-318-
005.

Blake A. Reynolds grant-
ed Regions Bank and Regions
Mortgage a warranty deed at
304 Maple St. Villa Grove. Par-
cel number: 04-03-02-318-
005.

Issa Bassam granted Big
Top Properties LLC Series
H&H a release mortgage at

parcel number: 04-03-02-
318-005.
Douglas County Trustee

granted David Chandler and
Amy Fredrick a trustee’s deed
at 208 E. Vanderen St. New-
man. Parcel number: 07-06-
31-211-004.

Citizens National Bank
of Paris, Edgar County Bank
and Trust Co. Prospect
Bank Trustee, and Trust No.
455C4038 granted FS Almond
Investments LLC and Oren-
stein Farm Investments LLC a
trustee’s deed at parcel num-
ber 01-14-06-100-001.

Karen L. Button, Karen L.
and Larry W. Harper granted
Larry W. Harper a warranty
deed at 312 W. Harrison Villa
Grove. Parcel number: 04-03-
03-415-002.

Larry W. Harper granted
Robert and Stacy Lee Button a
warranty deed at 505 W. North
St. Villa Grove. Parcel number:
04-03-03-403-005.

Flat Branch Mortgage and
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems Inc. granted Macy
Thomas and Cedric Wilder
a release at 1019 N. Possum
Trail Villa Grove. Parcel num-
ber: 04-03-02-105-005.

Broker Solutions Inc., Toni
A. Jones, Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems Inc., and
New American Funding grant-
ed Broker Solutions Inc. and
New American Funding and
assignment at 301 E. Van Allen

Tuscola.

Debra L. and Phillip V. An-
derson granted Joseph Dunn
a warranty deed at 214 S. Elm
St. Arcola. Parcel number: 01-
14-04-435-010.

Joseph Dunn granted Mort-
gage Electronic Registration
Systems Inc., Mortgage Re-
search Center LLC and Vet-
erans United Home Loans a
mortgage at 214 S. Elm St.
Arcola. Parcel number: 01-14-
04-435-010.

David L. And Hannah E.
Wince granted Justin A. and
Nicole M. Martin a warranty
deed at 4 S. Deer Lake Villa
Grove. Parcel number: 04-03-
14-301-004.

Justin A. And Nicole M. Mar-
tin granted Flat Branch Mort-
gage and Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems Inc. a
mortgage at 4 S. Deer Lake Vil-
la Grove. Parcel number: 04-
03-14-301-004.

Justin A. And Nicole M. Mar-
tin granted Illinois Housing
Development Authority a sub-
ordination of mortgage at 4 S.
Deer Lake Villa Grove. Parcel
number: 04-03-14-301-004.

Gary Lee and Loretta Ellen
Grant and Lois Marie Riggs
granted Argentum Invest-
ments Arthur LLC a warranty
deed at 112 E. Fourth St. Ar-
thur. Parcel number: 02-07-
30-103-0009.

Michelle L. Steele granted
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems Inc. and Rocket
Mortgage LLC a mortgage at
107 N. 1st Atwood.

Daniel A. And Laura L. Ma-
gee granted Tuscola First Bank
a mortgage at 1004 Egyptian
Trail Tuscola. Parcel number:
09-08-03-205-020.

Marine Bank granted Debra
L. And Kenneth W. McAfee a
release at 20 Hillcrest Dr. Tus-

cola.

Citizens Community Bank
granted Greg, Gregory A., Lin-
da, and Linda M. Hoskins a re-
lease mortgage at 118 E. Main
St. Arcola. Parcel number: 01-
14-07-424-012.

Lisa M. McCallister granted
Tuscola First Bank a mortgage
at 10 Hillcrest Dr. Tuscola.

Tuscola First Bank granted
Lisa M. McCallister a satisfac-
tion mortgage at 10 Hillcrest
Dr. Tuscola. Parcel number:
09-08-02-109-010.

Emily Kathryn and Josh-
ua Roy Scribner granted
Longview Bank a mortgage at
1219 N CR 530 E Tuscola. Par-
cel number: 05-01-23-200-
018.

Jill A. And Kevin E. Hohl-
bauch granted Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems
Inc. and Rocket Mortgage LLC
a mortgage at 545 E CR 300 N
Arcola. Parcel number: 02-13-
01-102-004.

Jon D., Tracy, and Tracy L.
Mowrey granted Farm Cred-
it Illinois FLCA a mortgage at
parcel numbers: 07-12-04-
200-004, 01-15-05-400-004,
09-09-06-400-009, 09-09-06-
400-012 and 09-09-06-400-
011.

Ralph Scott Lee granted A
& M Rentals LLC a warranty
deed at 404 S. Parke St. Tusco-
la. Parcel number: 09-02-34-
317-002.

A & M Rentals LLC granted
Longview Bank a mortgage at
404 S. Parke St. Tuscola. Parcel
number: 09-02-34-317-002.

A & M Rentals LLC granted
Longview Bank an assignment
at 404 S. Parke St. Tuscola.
Parcel number: 09-02-34-317-
002.

llinois Housing Devel-
opment Authority granted
Meadow Green Apartments a

release at parcel number: 09-
08-03-207-006.

Meadow Green Apartments
granted Meadow Green Giant
LLC a warranty deed at parcel
number: 09-08-03-207-006.

Meadow Green Giant LLC
granted First State Bank a
mortgage at parcel number:
09-08-03-207-006.

Meadow Green Apartments
granted Illinois Housing Au-
thority and Meadow Green Gi-
ant LLC an assignment.

Janet L. Nelson granted Elk
Development LLC a memoran-
dum of lease at parcel number:
09-02-27-300-001.

Cameille 1. And Gage W.
Mendenhall granted Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems Inc. an assignment at 308
N. Center St. Tuscola. Parcel
number: 09-02-34-129-006.

INB National Association
granted Gregory C. And Karen
M. Ritter a release mortgage at
705 Southland Circle Dr. Tus-
cola. Parcel number: 09-08-

03-204-003.
[llinois National Bank and
INB National Association

granted Roy Rentals LLC a re-
lease mortgage at 303 and 301
Front St. Villa Grove. Parcel
number: 04-03-11-103-001.
Toni A. Jones and Toni
Lanter granted Glenn A.
Markel a warranty deed at 301

E. Van Allen Tuscola. Parcel
number: 09-02-34-328-001.

Amanda A. Jones and Glenn
A. Markel granted Flat Branch
Mortgage and Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems
Inc. a mortgage at 301 E. Van
Allen Tuscola. Parcel number:
09-02-34-328-001.

Winn Farms Inc. granted
Tillman Infrastructure a mem-
orandum of option agreement
at parcel number: 09-08-02-
300-004.

Aaron and Jeffrey L. Hub-
bart granted Brianna Renne
Perez an executor’s deed at
201 S. Douglas St. Villa Grove.
Parcel number: 04-03-10-227-
001.

Brianna Renne Perez grant-
ed Flat Branch Mortgage and
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems Inc. a mort-
gage at 201 S. Douglas St. Villa
Grove. Parcel number: 04-03-
10-227-001.

Joseph and Laura Malley
and Village Capital Investment
LLC granted Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems
Inc. a mortgage at 47 1/2 Pop-
lar Dr. Tuscola. Parcel number:
09-08-02-109-020.

First State bank and Trust
granted Maryann Pliss a re-
lease mortgage at 404 N. Car-
ico Tuscola. Parcel number:
09-02-34-212-030.
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