
Angie Gentry tried with limitedsuccess last Wednesday to not getemotional as she bade farewell asArcola Grade School principal.Board President Lucas Shonkwilerthanked her for her 32 years withthe district and said, “You legacywill live on for many years tocome.” Other administrators also madecomments thanking Gentry for hermentorship and congratulatingher on her retirement. During abrief intermission, those in atten-dance were served cake in herhonor. It was Gentry’s final Boardmeeting as principal and said shewas keeping her remarks brief toavoid getting emotional. She issucceeded by Megan Clark, whohas been serving as assistant prin-cipal in anticipation of Gentry’sretirement.Jr./Sr. High Principal NickLindsey said Gentry was a big helpto him when he was thrust into hisjob due to the illness and subse-quent death of long-time PrincipalLisa Sigrist.Later in the meeting, there wasbrief discussion regarding therestructuring of classes to cutdown on the number of valedicto-rians. The district has consideredgiving less weight to the arts, butfollowing feedback, is consideringhow to make some of the classeshonors-level, which could includerequirements to participate in var-ious programs or contests.Lindsey said parents haveexpressed concerns that the pro-posed changes could discouragesome students from participating inart, music and agriculture classes.Shonkwiler suggested approv-ing the changes and then takinganother look at them next yearsince they will not go into effectfor next year’s seniors, anyway.The Board concurred.Last week’s meeting began withan amended budget hearing.Superintendent Dr. Tom Mulligansaid the district spent about

$200,000 on technology that hethought would be spent next year,so the budget was amendedaccordingly. He said he wanted tomakes sure the district doesn’t“end up with an audit finding”from the budget change. Theamended budget was approvedduring the regular portion of themeeting.Following routine bill payment,the Board approved spending aminimum of $30,000 next yearwith Presence Learning, whichprovides psychology services tothe district. Mulligan said he’d liketo be able to hire a school psychol-ogist, but they are hard to find. 
IN OThEr BuSINESS, theBoard

• renewed its worker’s com-pensation insurance at a cost of$37,006;• approved its catastrophicinjury insurance for high schoolathletes;• approved several annualagreements including an intergov-ernmental agreement that allowsthe district to bill for Medicaidservices; Mulligan said the schoolis reimbursed for some of theservices it provides;• approved a memorandum ofunderstanding with several organ-izations for a new birth-to-age-3program if the project is funded.Mulligan said the applicationdeadline was extended, which hesaid he wasn’t happy about since

the Arcola district worked hard tomeet the original deadline and anextension could mean more com-petition for the limited funding.The new program would provideservices for children younger thanpreschool and could be housedaway from the district campus.Mulligan has said that such servic-es are much needed in Arcola andwould benefit the district;• gave approval for the disposal,donation or sale of surplus propertyincluding old jerseys, instructionalmaterials and dividers that wereused during the pandemic; old statebanners, which are being replaced,were removed from the list until theBoard decides whether to keepthem;• signed off on a content filter-ing and threat detection service{Go Guardian) at a cost of $12,200.Mulligan said the service will mon-itor online activities of studentsand will alert the administrationwhen there is a violation of schoolpolicy on school computers even ifthe violation occurs at home.Violations could include visitinginappropriate websites or sendinginappropriate content from oncedevice to another. Mulligan said hethinks the new service will be“really robust.” During administrative reports,there was an emphasis onimproved attendance records andsuccesses in removing studentsfrom the chronic truancy list.Mulligan said the regional office ofeducation has commented on howArcola has made improvements inthis area. Gentry said, “A lot ofpeople are doing things behind thescenes” to cut down on truancy. It was discussed that one of theapproaches has been “changingthe language” to make the remedi-ation seem less like a punishment. Following a closed session, theBoard appointed Jill Raymondcolor guard/flag sponsor andhired Kourtney Wilham as a pre-school teacher. A leave of absencewas approved for Christa McCrate.

RETIRING ARCOLA Grade School Principal Angie Gentry poses
with a cake made for her at last weeks School Board meeting. Photo
by David Porter.

Local eventsThe Pop the Top car show is 10 a.m. till 6p.m. Saturday in downtown Arcola. Theannual fireworks display will be July 2.
Lake Land honorsLake Land College announced that morethan 700 part-time students earned aca-demic honors for the 2023 Spring semes-ter. The following part-time students fromArcola have achieved President’s List aca-demic honors: Kaleb Byard, Reyli Vega,Emma Vazquez, Ella Chupp, VanessaCondarco, Isabelle Hensley, MelissasMarcos, Braden Shonkwiler, Maria Torres,Makenzie Thomas, Evelyn Garza.More than 800 full-time students earnedacademic honors for the 2023 Springsemester. The following full-time studentsfrom Arcola have achieved these academichonors: Abby Goad and KadeHerschberger, Presidents List, JustinHobgood, Honor’s List. 
Quilters meetQuilters are invited to gather Fridayafternoons at 1 p.m. in the Arcola Center toshare their time and mutual interests withother quilters. For information contact217-417-1388.
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Gentry retires as principal

Pop the Top car show Saturday 

The former Arcola Record-Herald office willbe getting a make over with help from the city’stax increment financing (TIF) fund. The build-ing was purchased by BM PropertyManagement and will be a staffing office for aJohn Deere facility in Effingham, according BillWagoner, city administrator.BM Property will receive a 50 percent reim-bursement for storefront renovations up to$20,000 and a 20 percent rebate on remodel-ing up to $25,000. The City Council approvedthe amounts Monday following approval fromthe TIF committee last week.The Council also approved a zoning changerequest from Juan Garza, who is converting agarage on the Egyptian Trail to a multifamilyresidence. The planning commission recom-mended the change from commercial to resi-dential.In other business, the Council• approved a bid of $116,653 from EarlWalker Company for seal coat maintenance;• approved an ordinance for a variance (set-back requirement) for an addition at 429 W.Jefferson, which was previously OK’d by theCouncil;• gave approval for road closures for theBroom Corn Festival parade in September; and• approved a final pay request of $8,051.56to B&T Drainage for the Joint Water Agencywater main construction project last year. Theamount, also approved by the City of Tuscola,which owns the agency with Arcola, was forsoil remediation, decompaction, clean-up, etc.Also Monday, the Council heard an updateon various engineering projects. Included onthe list are several grant-based projects. Thecity applied for a state grant for a $1.3 millionsanitary sewer improvement project and isexpected to hear the results of that in July orAugust. Previously, the city received a $1.9 mil-lion grant to construct nearly 22,000 feet ofsewer lines with associated manholes, pave-ment replacement, etc., as well as a $1.1 milliondowntown improvement grant. That grant willgo toward disability compliance, curbs andgutters, utilities, etc. The city is also finalizinggrant requirements for the Libman Streetimprovement project, which has received $1.5million in various state grants with $115,880committed from city funds. Wagoner reminded the Council that the Popthe Top car show is this Saturday in Arcola, andfireworks will be July 2.Council members Scott Hensley and MattHenson were absent from the 7-minute meet-ing.
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ErIC PLuMMEr received a silver medal
in his softball throw on Saturday, June 10
in the State Summer Games for Special
Olympics held in Bloomington/Normal
June 9-11. Submitted photo.

AMy IrwIN received a bronze medal in
her soccer skills event on Saturday, June 10
in the State Summer Games for Special
Olympics held in Bloomington/Normal
June 9-11. Submitted photo.

Cameron  Edwards received a 4th place
ribbon in his 100 M run on Saturday, June
10 in the State Summer Games for Special
Olympics held in Bloomington/Normal
June 9-11. Submitted photo.

Steven Lamkin received a fifth place in
his mini javelin event on Saturday, June 10
in the State Summer Games for Special
Olympics held in Bloomington/Normal June
9-11. Submitted photo.

Joseline Gauna received a gold in her
bocce singles on Friday, June 9 in the State
Summer Games for Special Olympics held
in Bloomington/Normal June 9-11. She also
participated in the opening ceremonies by
reciting the athlete oath and declaring the
games open. Joseline also participated in
the Athlete Leadership interviews in
Olympic Town on Saturday. (Joseline is on
the right in the group photo). Submitted
photos.
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