
By Mike MonahanARCOLA – In just the sec-ond year the Lincoln PrairieConference has been a part ofsuch an award Arcola’s TannerThomas was named the repre-sentative in the conference forall-region and all-state honorsby the Illinois High SchoolBaseball Coaches Association.He did not earn all-state andthe all-region team has notbeen released yet. Arthur-L o v i n g t o n - A t w o o d -Hammond’s Clay Seal was theconference representative as apitcher and was not all-stateeither, but could be all-region. Last season Jake Armstrong

of Tri-County was the pitcherof the year and TysonMongtomery of Okaw Valleywas the player and alsoearned all-state honors. The Arcola baseball teamheld its banquet June 12 andseveral awards were given out.Brevyn Whisman, a freshman,earned the Cy Young Awardwith a 1.33 earned run average,while Braden Phillips, a sopho-more, earned the Silver SluggerAward with a .483 regular sea-son batting average for the 14-5Purple Rider, who went 8-2 inthe LPC, good for third place.Phillips hit .625 in the confer-ence. 

Braden Shonkwiler, a sen-ior, earned the RiderAward,which went to the play-er that exemplifies teamworkand sportsmanship. Thomasearned the Gold Glove awardwith no errors in 27 chances.Hunter Drake and BrandonLyons received the Coachesaward for being a player witha positive attitude, heart and

hustle, while Austin Kutz, asenior, earned the MostImproved award for the mosteffort and determination. 
2023 baseball
award winnersCy Young award: BrevynWhisman (36 ⅔ inningspitched, 1.33 earned run aver-

age, 51 strikeouts)Silver Slugger award:Braden Phillips (.483 regularseason batting average, .625Lincoln Prairie Conferencebatting average)Rider award (payer thatexemplifies teamwork andsportsmanship) BradenShonkwiler

Gold Glove (finest in thefield) Tanner Thomas (1.000fielding percentage)Coaches award (Playerwith a positive attitude; heartand hustle) Hunter Drake andBrandon LyonsMost Improved award(Effort and determination)Austin Kutz.

 ARCOLA RECORD-HERALD                                                                                      Wednesday, June 21, 2023                                                                                                                      PAGE 5

THE ARCOLA BASEBALL team had four players earn first, second or honorable mention teams in the Lincoln Prairie
Conference. Pictured are Brevyn Whisman (second team), Jayden Henson-Stice (honorable mention), Tanner Thomas
(first team unanimous) and Braden Philips (first team). Submitted photo.

SPECIAL ARCOLA baseball award winners for the 14-5 Class 1A regional championship team were Brandon Lyons, Hunter Drake, Braden Shonkwiler, Brevyn Whisman, Tanner
Thomas, Austin Kutz, and Brandon Phillips. Submitted photo.
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Thomas named conference rep for IHSBCA all-region team

By Mike MonahanCHAMPAIGN – Arcola’sEva Hopkins, Kelsey Moore,Ema Simpson, a senior, jun-ior and freshman respective-ly last May were selected asthree of the 90 on the honor-able mention 18th annualChampaign-Urbana News-Gazette All-Area Girls TrackTeam. Hopkins was named as asprinter/triple jumper,

while Moore was named as ahurdler and sprinter.Simpson was named asprinter/long jumper. There were no Arcoliansnamed on the 14-memberfirst team or second team. Tuscola coach DrewSterkel and Tuscola sopho-more (last May) LiaPatterson were the N-G AreaCoach of the Year and Playerof the Year respectively. 

Three Arcola girls track 
earn News-Gazette all area
honorable mention


