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FRIDAY MORNING, June 30, S. Pine Street, between E. Washington and E. Main Streets,  Arcola. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

WIND DAMAGE at The Equity in Galton. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

By Dominik StallingsCanadian wildfire smoke,fist-sized hail and hurricane-force winds converged onDouglas County last weekbringing with it irritation,astonishment and severe winddamage to trees and homes.No injuries were reported.Much of the Midwest,Canada and the eastern part ofthe United States was leftbreathless by the Canadianwildfires that have been burn-ing since late April. The his-toric wildfires have alreadysurpassed a record 30,000square miles of burned area.That is nearly as large asSouth Carolina.The smoke from the fireshas resulted in some of theworst air quality in the world inthe United States and Canada.Arcola, Tuscola, Villa Grove andthe rest of Douglas County havealso been affected by thissmoke reaching “veryunhealthy” levels according tothe Illinois Air Quality Index.The American Lung Associationwarns that air pollution canlead to a number of diseasesthat affect health and lead topremature death. A severe thunderstormpushed back the smoke out ofDouglas County. One of theworst storms in the area’srecent history arrivedThursday afternoon. The samemorning, hail, almost the sizeof baseballs, hit parts ofTuscola with northside resi-dents reporting the largest iceballs. That was followed up byheavy rain and winds reaching80 MPH. The derecho winds (aline of intense, widespread,and fast-moving windstormsand sometimes thunder-storms that moves across agreat distance and is charac-terized by damaging winds)blew over several semi trucksnear Tuscola on the south-

bound lanes of Interstate 57,downed powerlines and dam-aged trees. In Arcola, city streets andyards were littered with treelimbs and some residentswere without power for days.City Administrator BillWagoner said it would takedays for city crews to clean up,and he asked for patience andunderstanding. City Hall wasclosed due to the power out-age.Farther north, at Galton, thewind blew the roof off a build-ing at The Equity. 

In Tuscola, the storm hasdamaged the roof of the poolbuilding in Ervin Park. Downedtrees caved in the fence sur-rounding the recently refur-bished tennis courts. Accordingto Tuscola City AdministratorDrew Hoel, several downedpowerlines in Ervin Parkforced the city to close the parkthroughout the weekend. Adecision on re-opening thepark and the pool would bemade Monday, June 3. “Our primary focus will beto continue to clear debris andkeep traffic flowing. We will be

working through the week-end, but I’m sure it will takeweeks (not days) to get all ofthe storm debris cleared,” saidHoel.
IN VILLA GROVE, HensonRoad was closed due to a fall-en tree near Front andHarrison Street. Several otherstreets closed due to thestorm. According to the City ofVilla Grove Facebook page,cleanup crews removeddebris from lines and pushedit out of the way of traffic.Crews will return later to

transport the remainingdebris out of the way.Larry Dallas, formerDouglas County Farm Bureaupresident and farmer said thathe personally did not have anyhail. But if large hailstones hitcorn stalks, they can break thestalks. Farmers would lose theplant and also have the possi-bility of introducing diseasedue to broken stalks.Dallas said the country-side around Tuscola lookedsimilar to the city itself. Lotsof broken branches litteredthe ground. Dallas said heheard of a grain bin that gotblown away as well as someroof damage around thecounty.The storm itself seemed tohave done little damage tocrops, said Dallas. Some cornon the edges of fields havebeen bent over, but since it’sstill early in the growing sea-son, they have the chance tostraighten out. The blown-over corn also still has thechance to pollinate, whichhelps the size of the ears.Dallas said he heard of onefield with plants that were

snapped over, ruining thecrop.Dallas said the rain broughtin by the storm was helpful asthe area didn’t have rain fornearly two months. Soybeansgrowing in the area should seea growth spurt from the rain.Dallas said he measured threeand a half inches of rain inMay and only one inch in thefollowing two months after.Dallas speculated that thecorn this year will likely beshort due to moisture stressfrom earlier in the growingseason.Douglas County EMA vol-unteers assessed damage inthe county Sunday, June 2.Douglas County EMA is alsotaking photo submissions ofstorm damage at ema@dou-glascountyil.gov. Note theaddress and damage in thesubmission.According to Ameren’s out-age map, 1,057 Ameren cus-tomers were without service inDouglas County as of Sunday,June 2. Several IndependenceDay celebrations wererescheduled including inArcola and Arthur.
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