
by Mike MonahanARCOLA – The first day ofofficial football practice inIllinois high schools is August7 but just like other schoolsthe Arcola Purple Riders havebeen doing things to get themready for the first day. This isthe first year under new coachSteve Snider, who has fourassistant coaches in TommyEddleman, Adam Reel, StevenFranco and Ronny Olvera. Players have been lifting inthe weight room Mondaythrough Thursday mornings,have been in two 7-on-7’s anda lineman challenge with theirteam camp coming upMonday. “We have had great, great,great participation from fresh-men through seniors,” saidSnider. “They all get a chanceto work together, which Ithink is great. Getting them towork; older kids with theyounger kids. It is all justintermixing because they areall part of the same thing espe-cially when you look at Class1A high school football. It isnot a fresh-soph or a freshmanteam or a fresh-soph, juniorvarsity or varsity team. We areall one team and we will bepracticing together and get-ting to know each other. So itis important that the olderguys bring the younger guysalong with them. They willshow them what it is like to bea Purple Rider with a greattradition and get them intothat right away.”It has not been exactly whatyou would think for Snider ashe has lived in his in-law’sMini-Winnebago RV at theArcola Camper Stop sinceJune. Snider has been veryimpressed with the people ofArcola. “The people have beenawesome!,” said Snider. “Idon’t know if I have ever feltmore welcome in a placebefore and I coached sevenyears in my hometown. Thetown itself is also great. It  hasthat perfect small town atmos-phere and gives you thechance to really get to knowpeople. The people here have beenoutstanding. It is overwhelm-ing how welcoming everybodyhas been everywhere I go.That is awesome. The supportfor the school is unparalleled.There is no palace that I havebeen or seen that had thesame community support thatthe school does. So peoplehave their priorities in  a very,very good place.”Arcola has also had a skillpositions camp (July 10-12)and a lineman camp (July 17-19). “We got a good chunk ofour playbook installed,” saidSnider. “The kids are great.They are catching on really,really fast. So, we have beenable to get into stuff like thatwith a new blocking scheme, anew defensive scheme andeverything like that  and theyhave had a great time withthat.”
Maroa-Forsyth 
7-on-7At Maroa it was just Arcolaand Maroa-Forsyth in the 7-on-7. “It is great competition andwe got a great look for anhour,” said Snider. “That is agreat thing. I don’t want to godo things where we are notgoing to get better or wherewe are not going to make usbetter at football. It pouredthe entire night and it made usa little bit mentally tougherand I think that there is a lotthat can be said about that.The group handled it really,really well. We really playedwell and did a lot of goodthings. We built on things

throughout the night and thatmade it all the nicer when wehad skill camp. When Iexplained things they hadseen it once before so it reallystarted to click this week (July12). The biggest part is notworrying about wins or losesin the 7-on-7 tournaments,especially with a new coach.Them understanding the ter-minology, understanding meand our relationship with thatand how to go back and forthand learn new things is themain thing. They have done anabsolutely great job so farwith that.”
TransitionSnider is very pleased withthe transition of going fromformer coach Nick Lindsay’sthings he did to how Sniderruns things. “I owe a lot to Nick,” saidSnider of the smooth transi-tion. “He has obviouslycoached some tremendousyoung men, not just footballplayers, over the last severalyears and that is evident ineverything we do. They areresponsive to coaching. Theyunderstand that we are tryingto make them better. We arenot trying to get on them indi-vidually. We are trying tomake everybody a footballplayer and a human being. Iowe a lot to him (Lindsey)because that made this transi-tion really, really smooth. Thekids are all bought in.”One of the first timesSnider was at the high schoollast spring he met with all ofthe (to be) seniors. 
Early days 
of spring“One thing that stuck withme, more than anything else, Ijust talked to the guys aboutbeing open and understandingthat things are going to be alittle bit different. Tyson Lewislooked at me and said, “Coachyou are not going to have anyproblems from anybody. Wedon’t want to be the team thatis known for not going to theplayoffs two years in a row(has not happened since 2012and 2013). I remember thatexact dialogue and they wereall yes, that is exactly what it isand that 1) made me feel real-ly welcome and 2) it showedme that these guys are herefor all of the right reasons.They are not here for them-selves. They are not here justfor Nick. They are not here forjust me. They are here for eachother. They want to get betterat football and be a better

young man. That has reallystuck with me and I don’tthink that is going to go awayanytime soon.”
Linemen and skill
position campsAs for the lineman and skillpositions camp at ArcolaSnider said, “The big purposeof that is to install stuff. Iwould like to, especially beingbrand new, I want to split it upthat way. That way we caninstall everything with theskill guys one time and installwith the linemen another timebecause installing stuff is bor-ing especially for a 15-16-17year old kid. They don’t neces-sarily want to sit there and lis-ten to me talk. You cut that inhalf, where the running backsdon’t have to sit there and lis-ten to me explain all of thelinemens jobs and then the

linemen don’t have to sit thereand listen to me. Is there a lit-tle bit that has to go into itwhen we are all together ?Absolutely, but to break thatdown and kind of separatethat I think we have been ableto kind of install things a lotquicker. I think there is moreretention because they areable to pay attention forlonger periods of timebecause it is directly impact-ing them and what they aredoing.”
Leadership 
academy“We have had one in Juneand one we had on July 12,”said Snider. “It is with all ofthe juniors and seniors thatcan make it. We have a half anhour of a leadership academy.I bring in pizza and we sitdown and try to make it asmuch dialogue as possible;their feedback, their impactand to get them to think aboutthings in a different waybecause football is the great-est tool in the world that canbe used to help develop youngmen. I personally believe that.I am biased being a footballcoach, but that is what I hadfrom my high school coach(Toby Golembiewski) and thatis what I had from my collegecoach ( David Barth). That iswhat I tried to do atOrangeville and Morrisonbefore here. That is what Iwant to do here. I want to helpbuild the young men anddevelop those relationshipsbecause there is absolutelynothing better than develop-ing that relationship andwatching that young mangrow and for them to knowthat I actually have a vestedinterest in them because I do. It has been a great turnoutand they participate. They arereally starting to think aboutthings in a different way.”
Team campAfter the no-contact days
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August 4th & 5th, 2023
FREE garage sale listings of 20 words or less. Deadline is July 28th, 2023 by 2 p.m.

A list of those participating along with a map will appear in the August 2, 2023 issue of the Arcola Record-Herald.
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HOURS: Friday Saturday

CALL or TEXT (10 am to 5 pm) or MAIL THIS REGISTRATION FORM. DEADLINE July 28 by 2 pm. 
ARTHUR GRAPHIC CLARION, P.O. BOX 19, ARTHUR, IL 61911 - Phone: 217-620-7460 or 217-621-4356 

ARCOLA CITY WIDE GARAGE SALES 2023
SPONSORED BY ARCOLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

AHS football having great
first summer under Snider

ArcolA footbAll coAch Steve Snider spent just over a
month in his in-laws Mini-Winnebago rV while meeting with
the team in the weight room and other activities. Snider is in
his first year. Photo by Mike Monahan.

See COACH on page 5


