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shootings  throughout the
country, such officers also pro-
vide a quick response to emer-
gencies.

Mulligan said he has talked
to Arcola City Administrator
Bill Wagoner, who agreed to
bring it up with the city’s po-
lice committee Aug. 21. Mul-
ligan said he would post no-
tice for the school district so
School Board members may
participate in that meeting.

Mulligan noted that
Charleston schools are adding
a resource officer. “I want to
get the conversation going,” he
said.

In other business, the
Board set a date for a hearing
on its tentative budget for 7
p.m. Sept. 13.

They also approved their
risk management plan, which
defines eligible tort fund ex-
penditures. Mulligan said the
district does not pay all eli-
gible expenses out of the tort
fund in an effort to maintain a
consistent tax rate for the fund.
“We don’t want to increase the
tax rate,” Mulligan said.

The Board also approved
hiring Desi Thomas as the high
school football cheerleading
coach and James McCrate as a
paraprofessional. New teach-
ers will be invited to the Sep-
tember Board meeting, he said.
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' Area Sports Schedule

(Aug. 17-Aug. 23)

Thursday host Paris, 4 p.m. at Kaskaskia Country Club
Monday at Tuscola Invite 1 p.m. at Iron Horse Golf Course
Tuesday host Clinton, Okaw Valley 4 p.m. Kaskaskia Country

Tuesday host Judah Christian, 6 p.m. junior varsity followed

Junior Football League
(All games are heavyweight contests)
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OBITUARIES

Lyle Johns

Lyle W. Johns, 84, of Tusco-
la, passed away at 9:39 a.m. on
Wednesday, August 9, 2023, at
Aspen Creek in Sullivan.

Visitation for Lyle was held
Sunday, August 13, at the Ed-
wards Funeral Home, Arcola.
Funeral services were Mon-
day, August 14, at the Edwards
Funeral Home. Pastor Duane
Piercy officiated. The burial
was in the Tuscola Cemetery.

Lyle was born on Septem-
ber 6, 1938, at Jarman Hospi-
tal in Tuscola, to Raymond and
Thrissia (Elam) Johns. He mar-
ried Maryanne Duncan on July
31, 1965, at the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church
near Bongard.

He is survived by his wife
of 58 years, Maryanne Johns;
and two sons, Brent (Toni)
Johns of Galena, and Brad (Su-

san) Johns of Villa Grove; four
grandchildren, Austin and Jack
Johns and Emma and Camer-
on Johns; four siblings, Doris
Sanders of Summerfield, Fla.,
Connie (John) Gilles of Villa
Grove, Beverly Allen of Ches-
terfield, Mo., and Mary (Jim)
Baird of Arcola.

Lyle was preceded in death
by his parents; and four sib-
lings, Harold Johns, Lloyd
Johns, Betty Guth and Barbara
Gibson.

Lyle was a 1958 graduate
of Arcola High School, where
he lettered in sports. He also
attended Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity and Decatur Barber
College.

He began his farming ca-
reer with his brother, Lloyd
Johns and farmed for 40 years.

Lyle was an avid hunter,
fisherman, golfer, and air-

Johns

plane pilot. He was especial-
ly proud of the log cabin that
he, his sons, many friends and
“head contractor” Dale Bing-
man built in the woods. Lyle

loved hunting mushrooms,
four wheeling on the trails and
hosting “deer camp” in the fall
for his hunting buddies.

Lyle and Maryanne enjoyed
spending the winter months in
Sebring, Fla., for several years.

Lyle loved his family, rela-
tives and friends and enjoyed
all the gatherings and celebra-
tions that were shared. He at-
tended the Victory Church in
Camargo.

The Johns family greatly ap-
preciates the caring staff and
residents at Aspen Creek for
their love and support shown
to Lyle, and to Traditions Hos-
pice for their great guidance,
emotional and spiritual sup-
port.

Memorials were made
to the Arcola Foundation in
Memory of Lyle Johns or to
Traditions Hospice of Decatur.

Additional obituaries are in the B Section
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