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SPORTS

Football

Continued from page 6

Offense

The probable starters on
offense include junior quarter-
back Jayden Henson-Stice.

“Henson-Stice is really com-
ing into his own as a junior, as a
leader, as a quarterback of the
football team,” said Snider. “He
has done an excellent, excel-
lent job. He has really figured
things out and he is really go-
ing strong right now.”

The Purple Riders have
a plethora of halfbacks that
Sinder plans to rotate in and
out.

“More than anything else we
have four really good halfbacks
that are going to be in for two
spots and that is Ryder Wil-
cox-Rich, Lewis, Lindstrom and
Barron.

“They all have worked their
butts off and they are all doing
a great job and to have that
kind of depth at that spot is
great.” said Snider. “They are
some guys with some different
strengths. You look at Lewis
and Wilcox-Rich they are the
big burly type guys that are go-
ing to be physical in everything
they do. Not that Lindstrom
and Baron are not going to be
physical, but both Lewis and
Wilcox-Rich are pushing 200
pounds and then Lindstrom
and Barron have an element of
speed that the other two don’t
have.”

Morford is the fullback
while junior Caiden Helmuth is
the tight end. Garza is the right
guard, while Gael Elizondo (ju-
nior) is the right tackle, Guerra
is the center, while sophomore
Jackson Griffth is the left guard
and Orlando Marcus (junior) is
the left tackle.

“Those guys have real-
ly come together as a corps
group,” said Snider. “They are
tight and they do a great job
and they stay on each other.

They are also positive all of the
time and to see them lift each
other up when someone else
does something wrong in a
positive way to help make sure
we get it right the next time. It
is inspiring for me to see that
they are a very close group that
really takes care of each other
and really does a good job.”

Braden Phillips, a junior, is
penciled in at wide receiver.

“He adds a lot of versatile
options,” said Snider. You talk
about a kid with speed, but he
is also 6-3 plus a solid body and
a strong kid. So, he can run. He
is going to b e able to out jump
a lot of guys that are corners at
the Class 1A level and he is an
excellent blocker”

The average offensive line-
man is 6-1, 219.

“Our group of linemen defi-
nitely get along really well”
said Guerra. “We are all friends.
We all hang out outside of
football and outside of school.
We communicate really well. [
think we are bigger than last
year and it is a pretty good line.
It is nice having guys next to
you that are big and strong”

Defense

The defense has a 4-3 base
but Snider said, “I really try
and adjust to stop what the op-
ponents are going to try and do
game after game after game.”

For example against No-
komis, Snider plans to move
Lewis to safety from his line-
backer spot, while the line-
backers will be Wilcox-Rich,
Barron and Morford, while
Henson-Stice is the other safe-
ty.

“On the outside it is looking
like Braden Phillips and more
than Likely Brevyn Whisman
who is playing football for the
first time because of a heart
condition. He has come out
and has been tremendous. He
shows up every day and works
his b ut off. He leans and he
is a big physical kid. He is not

scared at ll. He has really im-
pressed most of the coaching
staff with how quickly he has
picked up everything and done.
We are excited to have him and
it has paid off so far for him.”

Fighting for the two end po-
sitions are Elizondo, Griffith
and Garza.

“We are looking at Orlando
Marcos and Raul Guerro on the
interior part of the defensive
line with any and all rotation to
keep those guys fresh. I think
we have enough big bodies.
The defensive line is where we
need to get rest.”

Elizondo will handle Kkick-
off, punt, extra point and field
goal duties, while Phillips is the
long snapper and Henson-Stice
is the holder.

“He (Elizondo) has been
a relay grat with kicking and
punting,” said Snider. “He is
excited about that. He is a soc-
cer player so he has kicked the
ball a ton before. We are just
asking for him to kick it over
instead of under now. He loves
it and he is pretty darn good at
it from what I have seen so far”

Snider praised the coaching
staff.

“I have to give a huge shout-
out to coach Olvera, coach Reel,
coach Eddleman and coach
Franco because they have done
a tremendous job in teaching
exactly the things that I want
them to teach their position
groups. I could not ask for
better assistance in what they
have done and how they have
approached it. Because they
didn't approach it with any
skepticism. They said, ‘Hey,
we are all aboard for you and
we are going to take care of it
for you. and they have. It has
been absolutely great. They

have taken a huge weight off
my shoulders and I can’t thank
them enough to make this tran-
sition as easy as possible.”

As for goals Lewis said, as
a team I think right now our
focus is to just win week one
and continue to get better at
practice. I think one thing we
are focusing on this year is to
not focus too far ahead. Set the
goal right in front of us. Focus
on that goal, get the goal ac-
complished and then focus on
another goal. Keeping small
steps on time instead of trying
to look at that bigger picture.”

2023 Arcola Football Roster

Head coach: Steve Snider 1st year at Arcola; (6th year overall

15-28 .349)

Assistant coaches: Tommy Eddleman, Steven Franco, Ronny

Olvera and Adam Reel

Managers: Conner Truex, Blain Helmuth

(Name, height, weight, position)

Seniors

Oden Barron*........vncencnn.

Aaron Gaona

Anthony Garza*C......cccenmeeereeenns
Raul Guerra*C......oeneenmeereenseeenne
AlexX HaWN ..cceeeeeereeseeeneesseeeeeenneens
Wayne Humphrey ...

Tyson Lewis*C

Ryan Lindstrom™.......ccoeoneeneeenn.
Brokton Morford* ...
Chris Olivar ...

Juniors

Carson Brawner ...,
Gael Elizondo ....eveeceveeeesresennnns

Alan Guevera..............
Brayden Hatchel
Caiden Helmuth*

Jaden Henson-Stice C......ccceuennee.
Orlando Marcos* .......eeeneeennn:
Logan MesSSer.....cureneesernsennes
Braden Phillips*.......cooenierinerennn.
Ryder Wilcox-Rich .....c.ccorvernreennnn.

Sophomores

Brody Drake.......menierneeennns

Hunter Drake......
Jackson Griffith
Brandon Lyons

Haris Mayhall......ccooinnerineiennn.

Dawson McMillan

Brevyn Whisman........c.coeeeeneenn.

5-10 oo 175 o RB/LB
OL/DL

[ 250 e OL/DL
[\ 225 o OL/DL
[\ 185 ..o OL/DL
S 160 ..o OL/DL
RB/LB

S S 150 v RB/DB
[ 200 RB/LB
[ 150 o WR/DB
............. OL/DL

............. OL/DL

........... WR/DB

............. OL/DL

TE/DL/LB

5-10 s 165 o QB/DB
[\ 230 o OL/DL
S S 160 v RB/DB
[ T 180 ... WR/DB
5-10 s 200....... RB/LB

Freshmen

Anthony Burgos.......eneenneens

Anthony De La Garza
Oliver Diaz.....ceommeeereeereeenne
Carson Jewell

Brody Phillips .....ccccomeeeeernmeenseereeenns
Evan Rardin ........encesenceennnns

Remi Roberts-McGheeon....

Gavin StOrM ...

............ RB/DB
............. OL/DL
............. RB/LB
............. TE/LB
............ QB/DB
WR/DB
WR/DB
............. OL/DL

*-returning lettermen; C-captains

2023 Arcola varsity schedule
(last year’s scores in parentheses; all games are Lincoln Prai-
rie Conference contests; all games at 7 p.m.

Aug. 25 NOKOMIS

Sept. 1 at Sullivan vs. Sullivan/Okaw Valley

Sept. 8 at Argenta-Oreana (W, 47-23)

Sept. 15 TRI-COUNTY (W, 46-14)

Sept. 22 VILLA GROVE (L, 20-6)

Sept. 29 at Cumberland (L, 28-38)

Oct. 6 SANGAMON VALLEY/TRI-CITY* (W, 28-12)

Oct. 13 ARTHUR-LOVINGTON-ATWOOD-HAMMOND (L, 49-

21)

Oct. 20 at Cerro Gordo vs. Cerro Gordo/Bement (W, 45-6)
Oct. 21 playoff pairings announced

Oct. 27 first round of playoffs
*-Homecoming; !-Senior Night

2023 Junior varsity schedule

(All games start at 6 p.m.)
Aug. 28 NOKOMIS

Sept. 4 at Sullivan/Okaw Valley ( at Sullivan)

Sept. 11 at Argenta-Oreana
Sept. 18 TRI-COUNTY
Sept. 25 VILLA GROVE

Oct. 2 at Cumberland

Oct. 9 SANGAMON VALLEY/TRI-CITY
Oct. 16 ARTHUR-LOVINGTON-ATWOOD-HAMMOND
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GO PURP!

Animal Health Care Center

Kimberly Livezey, DVM

531 E. Springfield Rd.
Arcola, IL 61910

&
. 217-268-4747
b Emergency 840-7278

RDS
FUNERAL HOME

221 E. Main, Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3885 » Toll Free: 1-888-543-3885
Our Family: Jeff, Lisa, Taylor & Beau Edwards,

Corey, Cara, Camryn & Cooper Roberts

ARCOLA

Good Luck
Arcola
Purple Riders!

Lisa Sappenfield
Boyer, CFP
Stan G. Boyer
102 E. Main, Arcola
268-3216

“RIDERS RULE”

SAPPENFIELD

Investment  Advisors

The Thomas
Monahan Company

“GOOD LUCK RIDERS”

HEN
HOUSE]

[-57 & SR 133, Arcola  268-3712

ARCOLA
m FIRST BANK

www.arcolafb.com
217-268-4911

GOOD LUCK RIDERS!
K@ foic &

INSURANCE AGENCY

A Compass Insurance Partner

406 E. Springfield Rd.,
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3041

GRABLW

Building Supply
& HARDWARE

111 W. Springfield Rd., Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3014 » Mon.-Sat. 7:00-6:00, Closed Sunday

Good
Luck Riders

Serving Arcola since 1866
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www.arcolarecordherald.com
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NOW OPEN!

217-268-4889
Sav=-Mor

PHARMACY
Store Hours: 8:30-4:30 except Wed. 8:30-5:00
121 W. Springfield Road « Arcola

GO RIDERS! Have a safe and rewarding year!
Your local Sav-Mor Pharmacy supports you!

P.O. Box 100, Arcola, IL 61910 = 217 268-4911 « 217-246-6732
For more information contact: Jennifer Shafer
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
& MAKE ARCOLA A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

inc.
& Employees

Arcola

PIZZA
RESTAURANT

AFTER THE GAME
Rt. 133, Arcola ® 268-4141
GOOD LUCK PURPLE RIDERS!

Open Mon.-Sat.
6:30 am - 2 pm
Fri. 'til 8 pm
130 E. Main St.
Arcola, IL

Broomtown Cafe

S - e
Coffeehouse 217-518-1022

Y neo

Good Food « Good Coffee *« Good Neighbors

Order Online at:
www.broomtowncafearcola.com




