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When the
average groom 

won’t do.

217-499-4144 • 101 Springfield Rd.
Vicky Edinger, Owner

Dog Grooming  - 30 Years Experience

OFF THE LEASH

Hands on Health
Therapeutic Massage
Toni Lytle - LMT

The hands on solution to stress and pain relief!
Located in Mattoon and Arcola

~ Call for appointment ~

217-294-0485

548 E. Springfield Road
Arcola, Illinois

(217) 268-3188  •  www.ATIpt.com

By Dominik Stallings
Greg and Suzy Saunders 

will be this year’s parade 
grand marshals for the Ar-
cola Broomcorn Festival.

“We’re very honored. 
We had not even thought 
about being grand mar-
shals until somebody 
showed up to our front 
door,” said Suzy.

Both of them have been 
active in the Arcola com-
munity for many years. 
They lived here almost all 
their lives, besides the 17 
years they spent around 
Tuscola, Decatur, Washing-
ton (Illinois) and Hiram, 
Ohio.

They’ve volunteered 
much of their time to bet-
ter the Arcola community.

“I’ve kind of been a vol-
unteer all my life,” said 
Greg.

After serving in the 
military for four years, he 
met Suzy after returning 
from the Navy in 1972. His 
background is in college 
admissions. He’s worked 
as a director of admissions 
at Eureka College for two 
years and as assistant dean 
of admissions in Hiram, 
Ohio, for a year. He worked 
as a district and regional 
coordinator for the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Associa-
tion for four years and was 
part of the EIU Board of 
Governors. Greg worked at 
Millikin University for 24 
years as an assistant direc-
tor. He was also the com-
mander of the American 
Legion 0639 in Arcola.

The Arcola food pantry 
has also benefited heavily 
from Greg’s involvement. 
He was one of the people 
who started it about 10 
years ago.

Greg said the pan-
try started at the Saint 
John the Baptist Catho-
lic Church. When it first 
opened, Greg helped put 
up shelving in the pantry. 
He remembered that the 
pantry had a minimal area 

at first. They could use the 
upper floor of the building 
while the basement stored 
canned goods. 

The pantry outgrew the 
space with time, but the 
pantry secured a new lo-
cation. Greg said that the 
pantry was able to take 
over Dr. Robert Arrol’s of-
fice at 126 S. Locust St.

The Arcola Food Pantry 
is relocating to a new area 
as they are running out of 
room again. Greg said they 
have found a new location 
about three times as big as 
the current one. The pan-
try has benefitted from the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
with funding. They are also 
working with the Eastern 
Illinois Food Bank during 
their move.

“What I find fascinating 
about Arcola is the really 
incredible people. They’re 
hardworking and they re-
ally like volunteering,” said 
Greg.

The average person who 
volunteers their time at 
the pantry works around 
300 hours a year, accord-
ing to Greg. The food pan-
try hands out certificates 
at the end of the year, cel-
ebrating those dedicated 

individuals.
Greg also served on the 

pantry’s board, but now-
adays, he only helps with 
volunteering.

A project that Suzy and 
Greg both worked on was 
the Arcola Library expan-
sion. At the time, Greg was 
on the library’s board. The 
project brought in many 
donors, helped increase 
the library’s size and gave 
it a children’s section. Peo-
ple also donated books 
to remember loved ones 
while they helped with the 
expansion.

“It’s hard to believe how 
many books people leave 
in memory of people that 
they love,” said Greg.

Suzy and Greg both 
have been on the Arcola 
tourism committee since 
1997. They worked on put-
ting together the “A Walk 
Through Time Museum,”  
which featured the history 
of Raggedy Ann and Andy. 
Currently, the museum is 
closed. Suzy said they are 
working on finding a new 
downtown location for the 
museum and hope to open 
it up again soon.

Suzy has worked in li-
braries all her life. She 

worked in the Arthur Li-
brary for two years, the 
Hiram College Library for 
a year and Arcola for sev-
en years. She also worked 
as the Lovington Library 
director for 20 years. She 
helped with everything 
from book check-in and 
check-out to finances. 
Nowadays, she works part-
time in Arcola. She said her 
current job at the library is 
ideal. She gets to do all the 
fun aspects of working in a 
library without worrying 
about the job’s less enjoy-
able aspects.

“We have a lot of new 
people in Arcola, and it’s 
a good way to get to know 
them,” said Suzy.

“She’s [Suzy] been real 
involved with Rotary Club 
and held about every po-
sition in Rotary,” said Greg.

According to Suzy, Ar-
cola’s Rotary Club started 
in 1998. This year, they 
are celebrating their 25th 
anniversary. She’s been a 
member ever since they 
first opened the club.

Arcola Rotary has com-
pleted several projects to 
benefit the community. Re-
cently, they finished their 
matching grant project 
for the drinking fountain 
on the north baseball dia-
mond at Moore Park. 

The club benefits other 
communities internation-
ally as well. Suzy said that 
Rotary played a role in 
fighting polio. The only two 
countries in the world still 
with polio are Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, which are 
close to completely eradi-
cating the disease.

“We worked hard on 
that project, and we’ve 
done a lot of stuff locally,” 
said Suzy.

Both of them will be at 
the Grand Marshall Recep-
tion at 3 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
8, at the Arcola Center. 
You’ll also find them in the 
parade the next day, which 
starts at 3 p.m. on Saturday.

Greg and Suzy Saunders to lead parade 
as Broom Corn Festival grand marshals

Greg and Suzy Saunders


