
Alex Miller, a rising star with humble beginnings, 
headline’s Arcola’s Broom Corn Festival Sept. 8–10
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
     10 am   Festival Opens / Vendors Open
    11 am   Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
     Noon   Carnival Open Daily
2:30 pm   Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
      3 pm   Grand Marshall Reception - Arcola Center
      4 pm   National Broom Sweeping Contest
      4 pm   Beer Pavilion Opens
      8 pm   BoomBox performs in the Beer Pavilion

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
8 am    ABC 10,000-10K & 5K Race at Moore Park
9 am    Festival Opens / Vendors Open
11 am    Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
Noon   Miss Arcola Baby Pageant on Main St. Stage
2 pm    Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
3 pm    HUGE Broomcorn Parade
6 pm    Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
8 pm   Jane Doe performance in the Beer Pavilion

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
9 am   Festival Opens / Vendors Open
10 am  Church Service at First Christian Church (Outside)
10 am  Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
11 am   Kiddie Tractor Pull - Oak Street
Noon   Beer Pavilion Opens

  Music and television throughtout the day
1 pm   Pompeyo Family Dog Show Performance
1 pm   Jake & Mikayla Performance at

  First Christian Church
2 pm   Alex Miller Performs - Oak Street Stage
5 pm   Festival Closes /Vendors Close

Chittick Eye Care
Graber Building Supply

JBH Co. Inc.
Herff Jones

Libman Company
Monahan Partners

Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Care
Arcola First Bank

Boyer Sappenfield Investment Advisors
Edwards Funeral Home

First Mid Illinois Bank and Trust
Kauffman Furniture Outlet

Lindenmeyer Insurance Agency
Monahan Filaments

Shonkwiler Family Dental

Arcola Chamber
of Commerce

or www.arcolachamber.com
for more information

By Dominik Stallings
Alex Miller will headline 

the Arcola Broomcorn Festival 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 10 on 
the Oak Street stage.

Miller, the country music 
artist and entertainer, was 
made famous during season 
19 of American Idol, but his 
career in music has been in the 
making since he was 7 years 
old.

Miller’s �irst live perfor-
mance was at the Tobacco 
Festival in Lancaster, Ky., his 
hometown.

“That’s where I got my 
start,” said Miller. “I learned 
enough guitar and played for 
the whole festival. Lancaster 
has a big square and the whole 
square was �illed with people,” 
said Miller.

Miller’s parents wanted 
him to play baseball when he 
was growing up. Miller, on 
the other hand, wasn’t very 
invested in the sport. He said 
that he decided to play music 
instead.

His grandfather, J.B. Miller, 
helped Alex reach the stage 

and spurred him on after his 
�irst performance.

“He knew that I had an in-
terest in music… as a kid, I had 
an attraction to music early 
on,” said Miller. “He couldn’t 
sing or pick a lick, but my 
granddaddy was the biggest 
fan of country music there 
ever was. He just loved music. 
He could play the radio and 
that was about it.” 

After the Tobacco Festival, 
Miller and his grandfather 
traveled across Kentucky, just 
“singing and pickin’.”

“He’s a smart man and 
one of my closest and bestest 
friends,” said Miller.

He went to nursing homes, 
veteran’s homes and other 
venues to play as much as pos-
sible in front of a crowd.

Miller eventually found his 
way to the Renfro Valley En-
tertainment Center, where he 
played for three years.

“That place, Renfro Valley. 
It was kind of like central Ken-
tucky’s Grand Ole Opry,” said 
Miller.

There, he was able to learn 

from a breadth of knowledge-
able musicians and further his 
performances. Miller hired 
artists from Renfro Valley to 
perform with him for his cur-
rent tour.

In his songs, he usually 
plays the guitar, but he also 
plays the ukulele, bass, banjo 
and �iddle. Miller’s voice has 
been described as distinctive-
ly low by his producer Jerry 
Salley, and carries a certain 
“old school country charm.”

“I’m an OK singer and gui-
tar player, but I take pride 
in my entertaining abilities. 
I love having people have a 
good time,” said Miller. “I like 
songs that resonate with peo-
ple, but I also like honky tonk 
numbers and drinking songs.”

Miller hosts a monthly ra-
dio show called Miller Time 
on CMR Nashville, an English 
broadcasting station. His 
show’s slogan, “The best of 
yesterday, today and tomor-
row,” showcases classics, cur-
rent hits and lesser-known 
artists that usually wouldn’t 
�ind radio play.

You can �ind that apprecia-
tion of different country music 
styles in Miller’s own work. 
His song “Girl, I Know A Guy,” 
shows Miller’s softer side with 
a hopeful love song, still with a 
cheery attitude. 

“When God Made The 
South” leans more into his 
enjoyment of a “honky tonk” 

with more boisterous, upbeat 
tunes.

Miller is currently writing 
songs for his next EP, “Coun-
try,” which includes “Girl, I 
Know A Guy” and “When God 
Made The South.” Miller said 
he is trying to push himself 
and showcase all the differ-
ent styles of country that he 
knows and loves.

“I also like writing things 
that will mean something to 
somebody,” said Miller. “ You 
spill your guts and it’s really 
like going into a therapy ses-
sion with your closest friends.”

Miller said he will perform 
“Puttin’ Up Hay,” a new song 
from his next EP at the Broom-
corn fest on Sunday. The song 
might strike a chord with FFA 
students, an organization Mill-
er is deeply familiar with.

“FFA has been a great part 
of my career. It builds leaders, 
true leaders…  and it’s run by 
the kids. You feel like you’re a 
part of what’s going on,” said 
Miller.

During his high school 
years, Miller went to state 
during an FFA talent program 
similar to American Idol. He 
won second place more than 
once, which he was thankful 
for, as it helped him more in 
the long run.

After the Broomcorn Festi-
val, Miller will perform at the 
Oklahoma State Fair on Sept, 
14.
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