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Around the Halls of ALAH

by Steffanie Seegmiller, ALAH High School Principal

As you drive by Arthur Lov-
ington Atwood Hammond
High School, have you ever
wondered, what really goes
on in our building? Each week
we hope to bring you insight
into what high school is like
in today’s world. Whether you
loved your own high school
experience or look back on it
with dread, we hope to give
you insight into what it is like
to be a high schooler in 2023.

Did you know ...

We have 294 students en-
rolled in high school.

We have 49 faculty and
staff members that make our
school run smoothly every

day. Our faculty have over 300
years of combined classroom
experience. Our certified fac-
ulty work alongside a com-
mitted group of non-certified
staff that have degrees in ev-
erything from nursing to psy-
chology to communications.
We have over 30 faculty and
staff that also work as coaches,
class sponsors, and supervise
extracurricular activities. We
have a newly formed debate
club, a military service club,
photography, drama, game
and art clubs to name a few.
And there are proposals from
our students for ultimate fris-
bee and e-sports!

We aren’t just here for ath-
letics and clubs. We also work
hard at making sure that we
are providing a top-tier edu-
cation. In addition to offering
core classes like English, Math,
Civics, History, and Science,
we are able to offer 69 differ-
ent elective classes, such as
journalism, CAD, accounting,
art, current events, photog-
raphy, culinary arts, ag mech,
marketing, and music appre-
ciation. Our list goes on and on
and is always being evaluated
and updated.

For the last seven years we
have been able to offer multi-
ple different dual credit cours-

es as we partner with Eastern
Illinois University and Lake
Land College. A dual credit
course allows a high school
student to earn high school
credit AND college credit si-
multaneously. Most of these
courses are taken on our cam-
pus with our faculty teaching
and supporting. The cost for
the college credit is at a dis-
counted rate. Last May we had
multiple students earn enough
college credits to enter college
as sophomores!

And if that isn’t enough we
are also excited to be able to
offer courses off campus that
students attend for part of

their day. These include Health
Occupations, where students
may earn their CNA, Auto
Tech, CEO (which is an entre-
preneurial class), EMT (where
students may earn their EMT
license) and the LIFT pro-
grams in Mattoon.

We work hard to include
real world audiences for our
students and their projects.
Our English IV classes are
working on writing the com-
mon app essay for colleges, so
that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to have support if they
want to apply to college. Our
Broadcasting class is helping
the Village of Arthur record

the Arthur Cheese Festival Pa-
rade and their Sesquicenten-
nial Banquet. After the class
edits these recordings it will
be posted on their Facebook
pages and our YouTube Chan-
nel. Our Ag Mech class works
with TriCounty Welding at
their facility to learn to weld.
Our work co-op class allows
students to work part time
during the school day as they
gain work experience, a pay-
check and high school credit!
We always welcome visi-
tors if you would like to come
through the hallways and take
a closer look and be sure to
follow us on social media!
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