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Focus on safety

Harvest season is beginning
across the state, and for farm-
ers, this means early mornings,
long days, and the potential for
exhaustion that can lead to acci-
dents.

University of Illinois Exten-
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recommends drinking plenty
of water, not just caffeinated
drinks, and whenever possible
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Combine fires are one of the 1 <
most common and expensive www.umtedpralrle.com
types of incidents in production
agriculture. They can also cause
substantial setbacks during
harvest. Prevent debris fires by
frequently blowing off debris
with a portable leaf blower or
air compressor and inspect the @
engine compartment where
chaff may have accumulated
around bearings, belts, and oth-
er moving parts. Check fuel or ,
hydraulic system lines before
harvest and replace any leaking,
cracked, or worn-looking lines.

When in the field, keep an eye
out for power lines, which are a &
threat to tall or extended farm
equipment. Be aware of over-
head power lines and plan a safe
route. Survey the environment
before beginning work, taking
note of power lines and their lo-
cation before moving any equip-
ment or extending augers.

“Always work with a spotter
when operating large machin-
ery near power lines,” Rudolphi
says. “Never attempt to move
a power line out of the way or
raise it for clearance.”

Learn more about electrical
hazards during harvest sea-
son from Safe Electricity.

When driving on public
roads, avoid heavy traffic times.

“Since many non-farm driv-
ers are unfamiliar with the size
and maneuverability of farm
equipment, operators should
use their hazards and turn sig-
nals diligently,” Rudolphi says.
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of soft shoulders.”

Illinois State Police re-
minds motorists and farmers
to use caution and remember
that passing farm implements
at intersections and no pass-
ing zones is unsafe and illegal.
Drivers are encouraged to slow
down, allow extra travel time,
and stay alert by avoiding dis-
tracted driving.
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Save Time. Save Money. Save Water.
Heck, save your back, too. Provide fresh
water for your animals, and have enough
left for the other things in your busy life.
See what a Ritchie automatic waterer can
do for you at www.ritchiefount.com.
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Stutzman’s Feed and Supply
85 E Cr 250 N ¢ Arthur IL 61911 ¢ 217-543-2195

Kuhns Equipment LLC

1000 E. Columbia St. = Arthur, IL 61911
Phone: 217-543-2154
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.-Noon
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