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focus is going to be?
Our main focus is going to be 

streets, parks, alleys and trees. 
Now that water and sewer is 
gone, I want to accommodate 
all aspects of what people think 
and bring it to the council and 
see if we can’t improve every-
thing.  I want to make it seam-
less and make sure that there is 
open communication between 
everyone.  

How do you see your role de-
veloping with the new rec cen-
ter?

My assumption is that 
they’re going to bring in some-
one to run the day-to-day op-
eration of the building, bring-
ing in different programs and 
sporting events.  The role for 
public works will be keeping 
everything, the building, the 
beautification, the tree plant-
ing, road improvements and 
any new additions at 100% 
while assisting the new manag-
er with anything that they need.   

What do you think your big-
gest challenges are going to be 
as we move forward?

I think my biggest challenge 

is going to be continuing to 
make everything seamless as 
we move to the future.  Pretty 
much everything is changing.  
We’ve got the new rec center.  
We’ve sold our water and sewer 
plant.  I think the biggest chal-
lenge now is going to be moving 
into the new realm of what’s 
happening today.  Everything’s 
been done a certain way for so 
many years, and there’s so much 
to it as far as updating.  There’s 
a lot to learn, but I’m excited.  
When I worked for Hawk, the 
whole state was my territory.  
I’ve got hundreds and hundreds 
of contacts, so I was able to see 
how people run things.  When I 
left, I started working for Johns 
Farms, close to home and I 
loved it.  Brad’s a great guy and 
he taught me a lot of good stuff.  
Then, once I got here there was 
a lot of changes, right at the be-
ginning but it’s been wonderful.  
Everyone’s been great, and the 
crew that we have is amazing.  
Everyone has great abilities and 
assets that they bring into what 
we do and it’s awesome.  I just 
think we’ll keep doing things 
better and better.  

Shifting gears a little bit…you 
married a Villa Grove girl, right? 

I did.  I went to school at 

Mattoon and moved up here 
and met and married Peggy Hu-
ber.  We’ve been together for 35 
years, married for 25…I mean 
26!  I want to get that right! 
<laughs>  I’ve got two daugh-
ters.  Megan teaches sixth grade 
at Mattoon, and Molly is a junior 
at Eastern, who is also going to 
be a teacher.  I think Molly is go-
ing to teach elementary school.  

What are some of your im-
mediate goals as public works 
director?

We’ve got this new addition 
going in, so another goal is to 
get all city property as far as ve-
hicles, equipment, attachments 
and everything indoors.  We 
want to include a full mainte-
nance and inventory program.  
We’ve got a big task, a huge task 
to get that done.  This new ad-
dition is going to be good.  Most 
of our stuff is going to be in one 
place now.  That’s good for us.  

I know that Randy (Lake, the 
previous PW director) oversaw 
the switchover when we sold the 
utility, but was it a smooth tran-
sition?

Very smooth.  They’re a great 
group of people.  They had a 
learning curve, too, as far as 
reading meters and everything. 
Villa Grove is an old town, so it’s 

very different from how subdi-
visions are set up know, but ev-
ery time they had questions, we 
had answers.  They’ve been re-
ally easy to work with.  They’ve 
been doing work all over town.  
There are things that they can 
do that we couldn’t, so it’s a 
huge benefit. Because of the 
kind of business they are, they 
have other lines that they can 
go down, as far as grants and 
funding.  They’re going to have 
growing pains.  There’s new 
technology that will allow them 
to figure out the best way to 
improve or replace our waste 
treatment plant.  

Were your guys fired up 
about the prospect of a blizzard 
last month?

We were!  Three of us are 
well trained on snow removal. 
Johnny Shanks is in training, 
but everyone was ready to go.

Were you a little disappoint-
ed when it didn’t bring as much 
snow as expected?

We were a little disappoint-
ed! <laughs>  We got it taken 
care of pretty quickly without 
any issues.  All the equipment 
worked great.  All the main-
tenance went great.  We got 
those new salt spreaders last 
year and we can now do a “one 

pass” application.  We can do 
the whole town in half the time.   

I assume that supplies like 
salt and diesel are probably con-
tinuing to rise?

They are.  Everything is ris-
ing.  One of my strong points 
is procurement and purchas-
ing, so we’ll be making some 
changes.  Nothing major, but I 
will look at all of it and stream-
line everything.  The more I can 
save here, the more I can spend 
on other projects there.  

Are there any major projects 
coming up?

I’ve only been here a week, 
I’m not really sure what is in 
the big plan! <smiles> I think 
our biggest push forward is 
going to be Richman Park and 
what we’re going to do to give 
the best access to people.  How 
we’re going to run concessions, 
how we’re going to run the 
lights.  There’s a lot of working 
together that will be a pretty 
big hurdle.  There are a lot of 
different things that we’ll have 
to look at.  There’s going to be 
growth and I personally think 
the community center is going 
to bring a lot of people to town 
and that’s going to be great.  

CTDL & Korner 
Beehive Bingo

Resuming in Feb. Ca-

margo Township District 

Library and the Korner 

Beehive are partnering to 

offer Bingo the first Wed. 

of every month from 1 to 2 

p.m. for anyone over 50. No 

cash but a lot of fun prizes 

to give away! 

Listening Ear 
Ministry 

Come worship with us! 

Listening Ear Ministry ev-

ery Wed. at 6 p.m. at Mur-

dock UMC. Also visit our 

facebook page Listening 

Ear Ministry Ted Shearer.

Story Time
Camargo Township Dis-

trict Library will be hold-

ing story time every Thurs. 

from 3:30 to 4:30.

AA Meeting
Do you think you have 

a drinking problem? Stop 

by 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 

nights at the VFW bingo 

hall in Villa Grove.

VG Police 
Activity

The following is Villa 

Grove Police Department 

activity for January 1-7:

Written Warnings-9

Traffic Citations-4

Unsecured Business-1

Assist Douglas County 

Sheriff’s Office-1

Welfare Check-2

Burglary-1

Suspicious Person-1

Civil-1

Parking Complaint-1

Contact
If you have any informa-

tion you would like includ-

ed in Sidetracks or would 

like to submit a photo to the 

community page, please 

send an email to dominik@

thetuscolajournal.com

Community                 Sp tlight    Villa Grove

Side 
Tracks

VILLA GROVE LIONS CLUB bought socks for students at Villa Grove schools. Sub-
mitted photo.

Mixell
From page 1

MRS. SCHABLES class worked together on a STEM and teamwork project. Submit-
ted photo.


