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GLEN SIMPSON AND TIM HOEL MAKE PANCAKES during the March 4 Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast. 
Hoel made pancakes in the shape of  Mickey Mouse. Photo by Dominik Stallings. 

By Tony Hooker
Bethany Sorowka never 

intended to have a career in 
Parks and Recreation. 

In fact, she saw herself in 
a completely different role as 
a public servant, but as often 
happens, events conspired to 
lead her to her life’s work.

Did you always want to be a 
PE teacher?

Actually, I started out in 

school as a photography ma-
jor, but I realized quickly that 
I wanted to pursue something 
different, and I became a PE 
and Health teacher. I taught 
for six years, but I always 
worked in recreation during 
the summer. I grew to love 
recreation so much more, and 
I wanted to do it full-time, 
and I’ve been moving across 
the United States ever since. 

I went to North Carolina from 
Illinois, and then to Colorado 
and now I’ve ended up back in 
Illinois, she laughed. 

Where did you go to school?
I went to Northern Illinois 

University. 
Were you an athlete?
I was in high school, big 

into track and field, but com-
ing from a small town, I did 
everything.

You went to Salt Fork, right? 
Did you do well at state and all 
that stuff?

We did. I was a distance 
runner, doing the relays and 
that sort of thing.

What was your major at 
NIU?

Physical and Health Educa-
tion. 

How did you come to move 
to North Carolina?

In North Carolina, I was 
still teaching, but I worked 
for the city of Raleigh over the 
summer months, and when 
I moved to Colorado, that’s 
when I moved to recreation 
full-time. 

You’ve been on the job for 
how long now?

Four days! 

It’s a small sample size, but 
are you finding the job to be 
what you expected?

I’m very excited to be here 
and to learn more about this 
community and to be a part 
of this process of growing 
and creating is awesome for a 
town this size. Being from the 
area, when I was in Colorado, I 
thought ‘how awesome would 
it be to do something like this 
in my hometown area? Sidell 
is not that big, but it’s not too 
far away. 

Do you envision this as be-
ing more of a regional facility?

In rural areas, there is a lot 
of sharing that goes on. You 
have to drive to go places, so 
I do, but this is also for Villa 

Grove, so that’s where the fo-
cus will always be.

What do you think you’re 
main first task will be?

I want to know what the 
community wants, and what 
the staff wants. What every-
one wants to make this place 
home. What can we do to fill 
the building and keep every-
one happy?

Are you going to be polling 
others?

A survey is in the works, 
and people will be aware of it, 
very soon. 

I know it’s only been four 
days, but you’ve done this be-
fore, so do you have a plan for 
one year, five years, and so on?

That’s what I’ve been work-
ing on this week as I’ve been 
getting to know everyone. I do 
have a timeline and goals that 
I’m working towards, but I 
also need to learn about what 
is best for the community.

What do you think the big-
gest challenge will be?

Four days into it is too soon 
to say! 

Will you be instructing as 
well?

I am certified and able to 
do so, so it really depends on 
what I’m needed for as we 

move forward. I’m willing and 
happy to do it. 

You’re able to do the admin-
istrative piece? Step in and of-
ficiate a kids’ volleyball game if 
you need to? Go out and throw 
some batting practice? What-
ever needs to be done?

Yep! It really is a fun job!
What was your main job 

emphasis in Colorado?
I was the recreation super-

visor there. I was over all the 
sports leagues and senior rec-
reational activities.

So you had to hire umpires 
and all that? Did you have to 
make sure that the fields were 
ready to play on?

Oh yeah. I’ve drug fields, 
chalked them. I’ve painted 
soccer fields and I’ve done it 
all. I was also over the fitness 
area, so I’ve hired fitness in-
structors as well. 

Do you think there will be a 
market for that in Villa Grove?

I hope so! 
Is there anything we haven’t 

covered?
I just want to say that I’m 

happy to be here and be a part 
of it, and I can’t wait to meet 
everyone.
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SUZANNE ROMINGER, ELLE JONES AND ALY RUCKER help plate pancakes and sausage during the Ki-
wanis Pancake Breakfast on March 4. Photo by Dominik Stallings

Community                 Sp tlight

ELLE JONES hands a plate full of pancakes and sausage to a guest during the Kiwanis Pancake Break-
fast on March 4.  Kim Higgins and Aly Rucker help Jones. Photo by Dominik Stallings.

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF DOUGLAS ss. 
CERTIFICATE

I, Elizabeth A. Leamon, certify 
that I am the duly elected and 
acting Municipal Clerk of the 
City of Tuscola, Douglas Coun-
ty, Illinois.
I further certify that on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023, the Corpo-
rate Authorities of the City 
of Tuscola passed and ap-
proved Ordinance No. 2023-
O-3, entitled AN ORDINANCE 
DECLARING A FIRE TRUCK 
SURPLUS PROPERTY AND 
AUTHORIZING SALE OF THE 
SAME which provided by its 
terms that it should be pub-
lished in pamphlet form.
The pamphlet form of Ordi-
nance No. 2023-O-3, includ-
ing the Ordinance and cover 
sheet thereof, was prepared, 
and a copy of such Ordinance 
was posted in City Hall, 214 N. 
Main St., commencing on Feb-
ruary 28, 2023 and continuing 
for at least ten days thereaf-
ter.  Copies of such Ordinance 
were also available for public 
inspection upon request in 
the office of the City Clerk.
DATED at Tuscola, Illinois, this 
27th day of February, 2023.
Elizabeth A. Leamon, City 
Clerk 
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