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surveying, engineering, legal 
and planning efforts through 
various consultants. Hoel said 
they are talking to tenants 
and are looking to reinvigo-
rate the property. 

The group hopes to iden-
tify future costs and rede-
velopment strategies for the 
property. According to the 
documents provided by the 
city, the group has already 
invested substantially in le-
gal fees and earnest money 
to secure the contract. The 
Council approved $86,000 in 
tax increment financing (TIF) 
funds to complete the due 
diligence activities before a 
potential purchase closure.

The mall was bought by 
Long Island-based Mason As-
set Management on Dec. 15, 
2021, for a reported $6.25 
million from ADCO Group. 
Before then, it sold for $19 
million in 2015 from Tanger.

Hoel said the mall is gen-
erating less sales tax revenue 
than before, but he does not 
have an exact figure on the 
decline of the sales tax due 
to the current owners not 
providing that data. Previous 
owners had a provision with 
the city that gave them infor-
mation on sales tax figures. 
However, Hoel noted that 

local sales tax revenue has 
gone up to pre-pandemic lev-
els due to three parts, Love’s 
Travel Center, internet sales 
tax distribution, and inflation. 

In other news, The Tuscola 
City Council also discussed 
concept drawings for the 
downtown greenspace next 
to the Community Building 
during the March 13 meet-
ing. In the agenda provided 
by City Administrator Drew 
Hoel, the Council reviewed 
three different concepts. The 
Council agreed that concepts 
B and C, pictured below, were 
the preferred candidates. The 
concepts are not final and can 
be mixed and matched. engi-
neers will finalize the concept 
into construction drawings 
and bid specifications.

The Council finalized pub-
lic committee meeting dates. 
Public Works will meet on 
March 27 at 3 p.m.

Public Safety will meet on 

March 30 at 5 p.m. Commu-
nity development planning 
will meet on March 28 at 4 
p.m. Finance and Administra-
tion will meet on March 29 
at 4 p.m. Hoel said the city 
will publish notices of all the 
meeting dates as well.

Hoel wrote that Utz & As-
sociates recommends that the 
city combines the proposed 
addition to the Street Shed 
with the new Fire Depart-
ment building into one bid. 
The company is also making 
some revisions to the design 
with the footing and founda-
tion systems that will hope-
fully lower the cost of the 
Street Shed addition. The bids 
are expected to be advertised 
within the next few weeks.

The City was granted a 
demolition order from the 
court to start demolition on 
the “Castle Mall” property. 
Ezell Excavating was the low 
proposal for the demolition, 

and plans to start demolition 
of the property within the 
week. City Attorney Andrew 
Bequette said the previous 
owner’s attorney consented 
to the order of demolition. 
Bequette said he received the 
signed settlement agreement 
but is awaiting the deed and 
transfer tax document. Be-
quette added that he does not 
doubt the previous owners’ 
good faith.

Lisa Wasailoski was hired 
to be the replacement for the 
records clerk position since 
Angie Gordon is retiring in 
June. Hoel said there is no 
effective date for her yet but 
expects Wasailoski to start 
work in three or four weeks. 
She will be paid $20.50 per 
hour with a 50-cent increase 
in six months. Hoel added 
that there might be a wage in-
crease in the meantime, and 
the 50-cent increase would 
be added on top.

Was it a big transition for 
you to come from the big city to 
a little town?

Not really, because I had 
lived in Charleston, which was 
a small town, for four years, 
and when I grew up, Oak Forest 
was kind of out in the boonies. 
We were 10 miles south of Mid-
way Airport, which was the 
only airport in Chicago at that 
time, so it really didn’t get busy 
until you got all the way down-
town.

How did you move from 
teaching 5th grade to teaching 
PE?

They dropped PE for finan-
cial reasons for a while, and 
when they decided to get it 
back, Mr. Powell asked me if I 
wanted to be the PE teacher 
and I said sure. So I taught 5th 
grade for 11 years and then PE 
and Driver’s Ed for 21 years.

When did you start at Villa 
Grove?

In 1970.

Over the years, I’ve become 
aware of some of your interest-
ing hobbies. You’re the one who 
instilled a love of trivia in me, 
way back in 1975. You’ve had 
baseball card collections and 
record collections. How did all 
of that come about?

I always liked music, but 
growing up in catholic schools, 
we didn’t have music or art or 
PE, so on my first day at Tinley 
Park, a brand-new high school, 
I’m walking around, and I see 
the music room and I stopped 
and asked if anyone could take 
the class. He said, ‘Sure, what 
instrument do you play?’ and I 
told him I didn’t play anything, 
but I’d like to learn something. 
He told me he’d contact me, 
and I’m still waiting. 

He didn’t want me in band, 
because everyone else would 
have experience and he’d 
have to teach me everything! 
I’m not really good at it, but 
I’ve taught myself guitar and 
piano. That’s why I got into 
DJ work because I love mu-
sic. When it went to comput-
ers, I kind of backed out of it 
because I had records. That’s 

why I had such a huge record 
collection. I’ve sold most of my 
LPs, now. When I was teaching 
at Eastern after I retired from 
here, I was telling my students 
how I used to bring my 45s to 
school, and one girl thought 
I brought my guns to school! 
I always collected baseball 
cards, since I was 5 or 6 years 
old, and I finally sold that col-
lection. 

Even now, 50 years later, I 
remember certain ways that 
you taught, like including 
music and trivia, which were 
unique to my K-12 experience. 
How did you learn to incorpo-
rate all of that?

When I did my homework, 
I always had music on in the 
background, so I thought that 
I would do that for the kids 
out here, and you students 
seemed to enjoy it. 

What are you up to, these 
days?

I play a lot of golf these 
days. In the summer, Howard 
Osborne and I play a lot. I still 
do some subbing during the 
school year, maybe too much, 
but it beats sitting at home. 

Since Covid, we don’t travel 
and see the grandkids as much 
as we did.

It must have been an OK ca-
reer because your kids followed 
you into the profession, right?

My daughter’s a special ed 
teacher who teaches in Pon-
tiac. My son Lance went from 
teaching in Tuscola to princi-
pal in Atwood, to Superinten-
dent in Oakland. My oldest 
granddaughter taught for a 
few years, but when they had 
children, she got out of it and 
when she went back to work, 
she found a job at a bank. 

Looking back, I still think I 
couldn’t have had any better 
teachers in grade school than 
you, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Dun-
can, Miss Brewer, Mrs. Ping, 
and Mr. Kietzman. All of you 
were at the top of your game.

It was a fantastic group that 
we had out here that always 
supported each other.

Was your career everything 
you thought it would be?

I don’t know what else I 
would have done. I couldn’t sit 
behind a desk all day. To this 
day, I can’t sit still! 
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