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Obituaries

Learn how to be part of a 
deer donation program

Jerry Cohen 
Jerome “Jerry” Cohen, 74, 

of Savoy, left this earth for his 
heavenly home shortly before 
sunrise, Thursday, February 
16, 2023. He was at home with 
his wife and daughters. 

The visitation will be held 
on Saturday, March 25, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Meadow-
brook Community Church, 
1902 S. Duncan Road, Cham-
paign. A service to celebrate 
Jerry’s life will be held directly 
following the visitation.

Jerry was born on January 
9, 1949, in Chicago, the second 
son of Mitchell and Adeline 
Cohen. A year later, the fam-
ily moved from Chicago and 
opened Mitchell’s Department 
Store on Sale Street in down-
town Tuscola. The family busi-
ness was a success for over 30 
years.

After graduating from the 
University of Illinois in the ear-
ly 70s with degrees in business 
and accounting, Jerry traveled 
extensively as a rep for a high 
fashion women’s clothing line. 
After his father’s passing, he 
returned to Tuscola to manage 
Mitchell’s, where he later met 
his wife, Carol Leon from Villa 
Grove, in May 1987. Later that 
same year, they moved to the 
Southwest and were married 
a few months later on March 
20, 1988. They would have 
celebrated their 35th wedding 
anniversary this year. 

While in New Mexico, Jerry 
owned and operated an ex-
tremely successful mattress 
and bedroom furniture store 
in Las Cruces, called Sleep 
Gallery, the first of its kind 
in the city. He was highly re-
spected for his business savvy 
and keen service to his many 
customers for over 13 years. 
In the early 2000s, he and his 
family moved back to Illinois 
permanently and he contin-
ued his career in sales in mul-
tiple industries; his customer 
service skills never waning. 

He was deeply loved and 
will be missed by his wife 
Carol and their daughters, 
Ariella, Arianne, and Abigail; 
and his brother, Alvin and 
wife Missy Cohen. He is also 
survived by many beloved 

nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins. 

Jerry was preceded in 
death by his parents, Mitchell 
and Adeline; and great-great 
nephew Trenton Rowan.

Special thank you to the 
Carle Hospice team for their 
kind and loving service. 

Memorial contributions 
may be given in Jerry’s honor 
for his family to P.O Box 205, 
Savoy IL 61874. Condolences 
may be left online through Ev-
ergreen Cremation Services at 
www.evergreencremationser-
vices.net.

Jerry fought a most cou-
rageous and long battle with 
cancer. Because he embraced 
Yeshua as the promised Mes-
siah, he now sees Him who he 
has believed, face to face!”

Cohen

Dr. Robert Smith
Dr. Robert R. Smith, 99, 

of Tuscola, passed away at 
9:30 a.m., Saturday, March 
11,  2023,  at the Sarah Bush 
Lincoln Health Care Center, 
Mattoon. 

Celebration of Life services 
were held Saturday, March 
18,  at the Tuscola United 
Methodist Church, Tusco-
la.  Visitation was held Friday, 
March 17, at the church. 

Bob was born on June 
9,  1923,  in Washington, Ind., 
the son of Carlton A. and Susan 
Axtell Smith. He married Mary 
Alice Cederquist on August 
18,  1946,  in St. John’s, Michi-
gan. She survives. 

Also surviving are his 
daughters, Paula (Grover) 
Thomas of Jackson, Mich., Hol-
ly Smith of Columbus, Ohio, 
and Laurie (Steve)  Laley  of 
Spring, Texas; grandchildren, 
Craig Wiman, Kerri Wiman, 
John (Kate) Thomas, Heidi 

Thomas, Katie (Austin) Beem-
er, Michael (Sarah) Laley, Ash-
ley Thomas and fiancée Ethan, 
Andrew (Erin)  Laley  and 
Patrick (Alyssa)  Laley; 12 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; daughter, Di-

ane Wiman; and son-in-law, 
James Wiman.  

Bob graduated with his 
doctorate from Michigan State 
University  and worked  as a 
veterinarian in Tuscola from 
1949 until his retirement in 
1988. He was a member of 
the Tuscola United Methodist 
Church and proudly served his 
country as a member of the 
U.S. Army, U.S.  Navy  and U.S. 
Marine Corps during World 
War II.  

Bob served as a Tusco-
la City Alderman for Ward 
3 from 1975 until 1999. He 
was very active in various civic 
organizations. Bob was an avid 
golfer, having recorded three 
hole-in-ones, an enthusiastic 
Michigan State Spartan fan 
and had perfect attendance at 
TCHS football games.  

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als are suggested to the Tusco-
la United Methodist Church or 
Douglas County Animal Con-

Smith

Forrest Crutchley
Forrest David Crutchley, in-

fant son of Adam M. Crutchley 
and Maria R. Meyer  Crutch-
ley, passed away on Monday, 
March 13, 2023, at Carle Foun-
dation Hospital, Urbana. 

Graveside services are open 
to the public and will be held 
on Wednesday, March 22, at 
10 a.m. at Tuscola Township 
Cemetery.

Survivors include his par-

ents of Tuscola; twin sister, 
Mina Rose  Crutchley; older 
brother, Grayson Philip Crutch-
ley; maternal grandparents, 
Dan and Dena Meyer of Tus-
cola; paternal grandmother, 
Melissa  Crutchley  of Danville; 
paternal grandfather, Kevin 
(Lori)  Crutchley  of Mattoon; 
maternal great-grandmother, 
Doris Pickett of Tuscola; pater-
nal great-grandparents, Larry 
and Judy VanDeVeer of Villa 
Grove; maternal uncles, David 

(Kennedy and son, Elias) Mey-
er of Atwood and Philip Meyer 
of Tuscola; and paternal aunt, 
Paige (Matthew and daugh-
ter, Sage) Clayton of Noble. 
He was preceded in death and 
will be buried with his mater-
nal  great-grandfather, Dennis 
Pickett.

Hilligoss Shrader Funeral 
Home is assisting the family. 
Online condolences may be 
shared via  hilligossshraderfh.
com.

Steven Bowrey
Steven Allen Bowrey, 74, 

of Cerro Gordo, passed away 
Sunday, March 12, 2023, at De-
catur Memorial Hospital.

Private family services will 
be held. Brintlinger and Earl 
Funeral Home, Cerro Gordo, 
is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Memorials may 
be made in Steven’s honor to 
the American Cancer Society.

Steven was born December 
21, 1948, in Monticello, the 
son of Lloyd and Goldie (Sites) 
Bowrey.  He married Leanne 
Leslie in 1967 in Decatur.

Steven worked for PPG 
for 44 years until his retire-
ment. He loved spending time 
with his grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.  Steven 

enjoyed working outside and 
took great pride in his yard.

He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years, Leanne; children, 
Gail Bowrey of Cerro Gor-
do, Gary (Tonya) Bowrey of 
Long Creek; grandchildren, 
Brittany (Andrew) Patterson, 
Bryce Alkire, Theodore (fian-
cée Alexandria) Bowrey, Ab-
igail Bowrey, and Nathaniel 
Bowrey; great grandchildren, 
Jayden and Kaiden Patterson; 
sister, Betty (Larry) Bailey; 
brother,Terry Bowrey.

Steven was preceded in 
death by his parents; brother, 
John Bowrey and wife Mary; and 
sister-in-law, Donna Bowrey.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared with the family 
in care of Brintlinger and Earl 

Funeral Homes at www.brint-
lingerandearl.com.

Bowrey

Judy Bolduc
Judith Rosalie “Judy” 

Bolduc, 84, of Longwood, Fla., 
passed away at 5:34 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 11, 2023, at Ad-
venthealth Hospice Care Cen-
ter in Altamonte Springs, Fla. 
Sabbath was always a special 
day in her life, and she was at 
peace the morning she passed 
away.

Funeral services were held 
Sunday, March 19, at McMul-
lin-Young Funeral Home, Lov-
ington. Visitation was held pri-
or to the service at the funeral 
home in Lovington. Burial was 
in Ritchie Cemetery, Oakley 
Township. In lieu of flowers, 
the family is requesting dona-
tions be made to Strong Tower 
Radio: P.O. Box 567 Cadillac, 
MI 49601. Memorials or cards 
may be sent to her son, Mark 
Bolduc, 206 Atherstone Court, 
Longwood, FL 32779.

Judy was born on January 
25, 1939, in Neoga, the daugh-
ter of Clarence H. and Minnie 
Mae (Newlan) Ferguson. She 
married Rolland “Ron” Omer 
Bolduc on January 22, 1961; 
he preceded her in death on 
January 19, 1996. Judy spent 
the last two years in sunny 
Florida, where she enjoyed the 
warm weather and beautiful 
flowers.

She was a faithful member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Judy loved serving the 
Lord and enjoyed volunteering 
at her local church in various 

ministries including church 
treasurer, children ministries, 
fellowship meals and mail-
ing cards and information to 
church members. She always 
enjoyed reading her Bible 
each morning.  She also liked 
reading the local newspapers 
of central Illinois. In her spare 
time, Judy enjoyed doing word 
search puzzles and caring for 
her plants and flowers. She 
enjoyed music and she played 
the piano and accordion. She 
enjoyed researching the gene-
alogy of her family and friends 
and also was a member of the 
Moultrie County Historical So-
ciety.

She always maintained an 
accurate calendar of family 
and friends’ birthdays and 
special occasions and faithful-
ly sent a card with a note of en-
couragement.  Often, she sent 
care packages to her children 
and grandchildren when they 
were away at academy or col-
lege. Judy enjoyed riding her 
bike in the evenings and loved 
taking drives in her car to vis-
it familiar places throughout 
central Illinois. She also loved 
talking about and looking at 
pictures of classic cars and 
trucks, especially those her 
family owned when she was 
young.

Judy cherished her fam-
ily,  loved Jesus with all her 
heart and lived a life of kind-
ness and compassion.

Judy is survived by her 

daughter, Jackie Monteith 
of Indiana; sons, David and 
Bethany Bolduc of Michigan 
and Mark and Fran Bolduc of 
Florida; grandchildren, Jona-
than, Seth, Daniel, Kaley and 
Ryan; siblings, Keith Ferguson 
of Tennessee, Sharon Lucas 
of Tennessee, Harold (Dean) 
Ferguson of Alabama, Daniel 
Ferguson of Tennessee, Stan-
ley Ferguson of Illinois, Betty 
Franke of Ohio, James (Sid-
ney) Ferguson of Illinois and 
Beverly (Diane) Williams of 
Illinois.

Judy was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband; sib-
lings, Marvin Ferguson, Joyce 
Chapman, Robert Ferguson 
and Frances Hoffman; son-in-
law, John Monteith.

Condolences may be of-
fered to the family at  www.

Bolduc

show and open to all quilters. 
There is a special category 
just for kids quilts as well 
with prizes awarded for best 
quilt. To submit a quilt for the 
judged show, find the regis-
tration forms on the webpage, 
www.decaturquiltersguild.
com.

The Quilt Auction will be 
on Saturday afternoon con-
ducted by auctioneer Andy 
Black. This event will be held 
in the arena during the Quilt 
Fest so all may attend with 
admission to the Quilt Fest. 
The quilts and items will be 
available for review and in-
spection both Friday and 
Saturday up until the auc-
tion. Anyone is welcome to 
submit a quilt for the auction 
and a reserve purchase price 
may be set. Items may be fin-
ished quilts, unfinished quilt 
tops, quilted or embroidered 
projects. Quilters will receive 
70% of the proceeds. Regis-
tration forms can be found at 

the Guild’s website: www.de-
caturquiltersguild.com

The Raffle Quilt for 2023 is 
called “Our Town.” Tickets are 
available from any member and 
will be available at the event. 

The Quilt Fest will be open 
Friday, April 14 from 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m. and Saturday, April 15 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is 
an admission charge. Jennifer 
Chiaverini’s presentation will 
be at 10 a.m. Saturday morn-
ing followed by a book signing. 
The Quilt Auction will be at 2 
p.m. on Saturday afternoon.

Quilt show
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URBANA, Ill. — In response 
to rising food and meat prices 
and the challenges food pan-
tries have in obtaining meat, 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion, along with key partners, 
launched the Illinois Deer 
Donation Program in 2022. 
This 12-county pilot program 
fought food insecurity by 
matching hunters in East Cen-
tral Illinois with meat proces-
sors and food pantries.

Extension is presenting a 
live online webinar summa-
rizing the outcomes of the in-
augural program on April 19, 
from 12 noon to 12:45 p.m. In-
formation covered will include 
pounds of meat donated, num-
ber of pantries reached, and 
plans for next year. Represen-
tatives of The Master’s Hands 
food pantry and Morgan’s 
Meat Market will share their 
experiences participating in 
the program. 

Food pantry managers, 
hunters, conservation agen-
cies, and potential meat pro-
cessors who want to be in-
volved in future donation 
programs are encouraged to 
participate. Those interested 
in attending can register at 
go.illinois.edu/DeerDonation-
Recap

The Illinois Deer Donation 
Program is supported by the 
Health Equity Achieved To-
gether Project, a multi-dis-
ciplinary collaboration with 
University of Illinois SNAP-Ed. 
The objective of the presenta-
tion is to increase awareness 
of the program and the role 
food donation plays in the 
food security of a community. 
Participants will also gain an 
understanding of the steps of a 
successful donation program, 
and the relationship between 
hunters, food pantries, and 
meat processors. There will be 

time allotted for questions and 
answers. 

For more information or if 
reasonable accommodation is 
needed to participate, please 
contact Caitlin Mellendorf or 
call 217-877-6042. Early re-
quests are strongly encour-
aged to allow sufficient time 
for meeting access needs.

SOURCE: Caitlin Mellen-
dorf, Nutrition and Wellness 
Educator, Illinois Extension 

WRITER: Herbert Chavez, 
Media Communications Coor-
dinator, Illinois Extension

ABOUT EXTENSION: Illi-
nois Extension leads public 
outreach for University of Il-
linois by translating research 
into action plans that allow Il-
linois families, businesses, and 
community leaders to solve 
problems, make informed de-
cisions, and adapt to changes 
and opportunities.


