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  Back in the day...

10 years ago
March 27, 2013

The school district was 
asked to sponsor co-ed soccer 
by The Tuscola Soccer League 
in an attempt to make soccer 
a school-sanctioned sport. 
Board members were op-
posed, as they felt it was not 
something they could take on 
financially. Further discus-
sion was put on the agenda 
for the May meeting.

After facing 12 solid 
hours of snowfall on March 
24, 2013, the official snow-
fall total was 13 inches. Ap-
proximately 100 cars were 
reported stuck on I-57 in Il-
linois, and a minimum of 25 
vehicles were stuck in Doug-
las County on rural roads. The 
Tuscola Community Building 
was opened as a shelter for 
roughly 60 stranded guests. It 
was Tuscola’s  second snowi-
est March on record with a 
monthly total of 15 inches, 
only second to the 1907 re-
cord of 28 inches. 

The Lady Warriors softball 
team defeated Hertiage in a 
non conference game with a 
20-1 victory. Boys’ baseball 
also tasted victory in their 
win against Oakwood with a 
score of 9-8.

20 years ago
March 25, 2003

Eight candidates were vy-
ing for four seats on the Tus-
cola school board. They in-
cluded John Best, Dave Lietz, 
Gayle Frerichs, Rick Quinn, 
Darcy Sementi, Kathy Al-
bin, Linda Brown, and Sandy 

Hoke. 
Spencer Hall was crowned 

the 2003 Miss Tuscola during 
the pageant held March 23. 
First runner-up was Amber 
Von Lanken, and Lesley Het-
tinger was second runner-up. 

The Illinois Association of 
Realtors President’s Club pre-
sented the Diamond Award 
to Fred McDonald, broker of 
The County Realtors, for out-
standing sales performance 
in 2002. 

The annual Pinewood 
Derby was held March 16 at 
TCHS gymnasium. Top fin-
ishers were Eric Crist in first 
place, Benny Cole in second 
place, Matthew Ramaly in 
third place, Slade Ward in 
fourth place, Matthew Magee 
in fifth place, and Mark Snider 
in sixth place. Eric Kennedy 
took Best of Show honors 
with his car. 

Participants in the Cystic 
Fibrosis Walk held recently 
in memory of Erin Hettinger 
Lindelof raised more than 
$11,000 for CF research. 

30 years ago
March 23, 1993

An official from the Ill. 
Dept. of Ag threw a major 
monkey wrench into Tuscola/
Arcola/Northern Illinois Wa-
ter’s plans to quickly obtain 
easements from landowners 
for the joint water pipeline 
project. The official was urg-
ing landowners to demand 
different terms for having 
the pipeline installed on their 
lands than his own agency ap-
proved four months earlier. 

Tuscola Area Improvement 
Association (TAIA) hired R.A. 
“Butch” Price as its first ex-
ecutive director. He and his 
wife, Beth would be moving 
to Tuscola with their chil-
dren: 3-year-old Brandon and 
10-month-old Brittany. 

Jan Hastings of Tuscola, 
an R.N. at Sarah Bush Lin-
coln Health Center, was a 
Pacemaker Award winner for 
March. Hastings was recog-
nized for her invaluable assis-
tance in helping co-workers 
transition to the combining of 
two nursing units.  

Toby Russell and Jill Little 
would be playing the title 
roles this weekend in the 
TCHS spring musical “Cinder-
ella.” 

Members of the TCHS 
cheerleading squad receiving 
awards at the winter sports 
banquet included Michelle 
Brian, Most Improved; Car-
rie Brian, Most Outstanding; 
Heather Kappes, Most Spir-
ited; and Kim Harris, Most 
Spirited. Warriorettes earn-
ing hardware were Kristen 
Berg, Most Outstanding; Holly 
Sluder, Most Creative; and 
Tina Rogers, Most Improved. 

40 years ago
March 29, 1983

Tracy Maxey of Tuscola 
would be among the semi-
finalists vying for the 1983 
Miss Illinois-USA title and 
more than $15,000 in prizes 
and awards. The pageant, tak-
ing place April 9 in Hickory 
Hills, was to be televised live.

A total of 938 Douglas 

County farmers signed up for 
the set-aside acre program, 
committing 53,271 corn acres 
(representing 42.7 percent of 
base acres) to the program. 

Council members were 
studying a fee restructuring 
package presented by Tuscola 
Cablevision. Currently, rates 
were $8 per month for ba-
sic, plus $2.95 for an option-
al four-channel tier. Under 
new rates, the basic package 
would automatically include 
the tier channels and would 
be $9.95 per month. 

Tuscola independent cag-
ers won the Villa Grove Invi-
tational for the third time in 
the last four years, defeating 
host VG 104-98. To get to the 
title game, they defeated St. 
Joe 113-90, and Chrisman 
103-83. Tuscola squad mem-
ber Jeff Butler was named the 
tournament MVP. 
50 years ago
March 22, 1973

Young ladies vying for the 
title of Miss Tuscola this year 
were Cindy Ring, Susie Baird, 
Paula Karn, Sally Kresin, and 
Connie Miller. The winner 
would be crowned April 5. 

Three trophy awards were 
presented at the TCHS an-
nual Squaw Club banquet. 
Doug Dietrich was named 
MVP, Mark Budden earned 
Most Improved, and Phil Wa-
ters claimed the Free Throw 
Award. 

Production at the Murdock 
Coal Mine for the month of 
February was 122,131 tons, 
compared to 133,362 tons 
during January.

DO YOU RECOGNIZE this week’s Back in the Day photo? If so, drop us a note at The Journal. Your efforts will be rewarded.  

Just how close is The Unit-
ed States getting to being in a 
direct conflict with Russia?  If 
you believe what our own gov-
ernment is telling us anymore 
then you believe that two Rus-
sian Su-27 flanker jets inter-
cepted a U.S. Reaper drone over 
the Black Sea really happened.  
Early news reports stated that 
the Russians shot the U.S. drone 
down and it crashed into the 
Black Sea.   However, later re-
ports stated that one of the Rus-
sian planes collided with one of 
the drone’s propellers causing 
our own government to crash 
the drone into the sea due to an 
inability to navigate the drone.  
Before the mishap occurred 
we were shown video from the 
drone’s camera systems show-
ing the Russian planes dumping 
fuel on the drone.  Now exactly 
what damage that might cause 
I’m not sure but video footage 
shows this taking place. Im-
mediately after the news broke 
Senators both Republican and 
Democrat were calling for im-
mediate retaliation against Rus-
sia for their part in the incident.

Back in the day, say two or 
three years ago I might be de-
manding the same but not now, 
not in 2023.  The United States 
has currently “given” approxi-
mately $32 billion in military 
assistance to Ukraine since the 
start of their war with Russia 
in 2022.   Recently the Biden 
Administration announced that 
$5.5 billion will be provided to 
the Ukrainian government to 
shore up the Ukrainian pen-
sions, social welfare, and health 
care costs for Ukrainian citizens.  
Homeless Americans, drug ad-
dicted Americans, Americans 
with no health insurance, all 
be damned I guess.   Our own 
government won’t help these 
people but, anyone anywhere 
else in the world, just ask and 
the money is yours.   I really 
want to believe there is so much 
that I don’t know that is going 
on and that I’m not being told 
about this war.  Surely there has 
to be some kind of reasoning as 
to why U.S. taxpayers are paying 
the pensions and health care 
costs for Ukrainians.  Mr. Presi-
dent, we need an explanation!

Back to the drone.   No one 
is arguing that this particular 
drone was flying a reconnais-
sance mission gathering infor-
mation on Russian movements 
in Ukraine.   The Russians see 
this taking place so in order to 
protect their own soldiers on 
the ground they intercept the 
drone over the Black Sea.  It ap-
pears to me that these two Rus-
sian planes were attempting 
to divert the flight path of this 
drone and send it back to where 
it came from.  That was why the 
fuel was being dumped on it.   I 
think the Russians were try-
ing to convey to whoever was 
remotely piloting that drone 
to move it or lose it.   The colli-
sion of the Russian plane with a 
propeller on the drone I believe 
was an accident, poor piloting 
skills on the part of the Rus-
sian pilot.   I also believe that it 
was likely that had the collision 
not occurred that the Russians 
were going to shoot it down.  

And why wouldn’t they shoot it 
down?   It was on a mission to 
aid the Ukranians in their war 
efforts with the Russians.   “But 
the drone was flying in interna-
tional air space, you cry.”  “They 
can’t do that!”   Under similar 
circumstances I would hope 
that the United States military 
would respond the same.   Peo-
ple there’s a war going on in 
Ukraine!  The Russians initiated 
this war and they are in it to 
win it and they don’t care what 
the United States government 
thinks about it.   The Russians 
also know that the United States 
has “given” the Ukrainians $35 
billion to fight the Russians.  Of 
course the Russians are going 
to down a spy plane being used 
in the war they are currently 
fighting.   How can anyone not 
understand this?

Our President went on the 
record publicly that the United 
States is in this to the end.  Now 
why in the world would he 
make such a statement other 
than to antagonize the Rus-
sians?   It was a stupid mistake 
and so is the fact that the Biden 
Administrations tells the world 
just how many billions of dol-
lars the American people have 
given to Ukraine to fight the 
Russians.  The American people 
are growing tired of financ-
ing this war and the media is 
reporting this world wide.   So 
now the Russians know that 
despite what President Biden is 
randomly saying he is going to 
do, they also know the Ameri-
can people are fed up and want 
out.  And of course this encour-
ages the Russians to stay their 
course.  I believe that even if the 
Russians pulled out of Ukraine 
tomorrow that the Ukrainians 
have lost this war.   Their coun-
try has been decimated by the 
fighting.  It will be a twenty year 
rebuild if they start tomorrow.  
And I’m sure all Americans have 
figured out who is going to pay 
for the rebuild right?

Here’s what happens after 
the first ten years of the re-
building.   Russia invades once 
again and blows all the new 
construction to the ground yet 
again.  Can’t anyone having any 
intelligence at all in our federal 
government see that this is a no 
win scenario?   Vladimir Putin 
has to be laughing his butt off 
at the people we have running 
our government.   This war is 
bleeding our economy!   The 
only way to stop this insanity 
is to hurt the Russian country-
side.  Upset the Russian people 
with their own leadership.  The 
only way to accomplish this is 
to send rockets from Ukraine 
into Russia.  Of course that will 
spark World War III so that 
won’t happen nor do I want 
that to happen.   China is back-
ing Russia’s play in Ukraine.  It’s 
too much for us and we need to 
accept it.  We can’t win this war 
for Ukraine! If we are not will-
ing to go all in, willing to cause 
damage and casualties within 
the invading country, we need 
to stay out of these wars.  Look 
at our history!   Vietnam, Syria, 
Afghanistan, now Ukraine.   It’s 
time for America to take care of 
Americans.
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