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House narrowly passes bill 
allowing all-gender bathrooms
Sponsor reported spread of misinformation, threats of violence

House passes bill prohibiting book bans 
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The Sentricon difference.  No more colony.  No more problem.

Mice giving you a fright?
Call Crist Termite -  

they do it right!

https://cristtermite.com

Let us cook your 
Easter Dinner 

or any individual dish.

Kitchen of Doris Yoder
2060 CR 1700E • Arthur, IL 61911

1 mile west and 3/8 mile south of Arthur
217-543-3409

Place your order today - 
ask what’s available

Closed
on

Good 
Friday.

• Fried Chicken • Baked Ham • Ham Loaf 
• Chicken and Noodles

• Mashed Potatoes
• Fresh Cinnamon Rolls
• Homemade Dinner Rolls

• Angel Food Cakes • Cookies
• Pies: Fresh Strawberry, Coconut Creme 

& More

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Requests from friends, associates and 

family this week can have your nerves on 
end, Aries. You may have to escape the 
crowds to recharge. Plan a getaway in the 
next few days.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
You are awesome at staying on track 

when you need to be, Taurus. That is 
what makes you a potentially ideal �itness 
guide. Try to inspire others to be regi-
mented as well.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
There is nothing wrong with putting 

rose-colored glasses on from time to time 
and looking at the world in a more posi-
tive way. A more positive outlook can be 
helpful, Gemini. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, be sure that your generous 

nature does not come at the expense of 
your own well-being. You tend to put oth-
er people’s needs before your own quite 

often.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, for some reason you are having 
problems �inding balance in your life right 
now. You may have to experiment a little 
bit to see if new strategies might work.  

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Let others in on some of your secrets, 

Virgo. You can’t hold everything in all of 
the time, and you have been shouldering a 
lot of responsibility for some time.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, the personalized touches you 

put on any project will showcase your 
personality and passion. Think about em-
bracing a crafty task to really showcase 
your talents.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, friends are lining up to be 

quite helpful of late. When you �igure out 
how much you’re getting done with the 
assistance of others, you may be more 
welcoming of it in the future.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Overcome resistance to listening to 

another person’s side of the story, Sagit-
tarius. Embrace this person’s desire take 
the lead on something at work or in your 
home life. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
A changing environment has you �igur-

ing out how to adapt your schedule and 
your skills, Capricorn.  With a support 
team in your corner, you can achieve quite 
a bit.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Spending is a tad out of control this 

week, Aquarius. Money is �lying out of 
your wallet at a rapid rate. You may need 
to be a bit more choosy with your spend-
ing moving forward.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Wait a few more days before making 

major decisions as your emotions are 
high right now, Pisces. You want a level 
head to prevail.

HOROSCOPES

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-

nois House narrowly passed 
a bill Thursday that would al-
low businesses, universities 
and other building owners to 
designate multi-occupancy 
all-gender bathrooms if they 
choose to do so.

The bill passed on a vote 
of 60-40, the bare mini-
mum number of “yes” votes 
needed for passage in the 
118-member House, after 
the presiding of�icer held the 
roll open for several seconds 
waiting for the 60th vote to 
be recorded.

State Rep. Katie Stuart, 
D-Edwardsville, who spon-
sored the bill, said the lan-
guage of House Bill 1286 is 
identical to an earlier bill that 
passed 63-43 in the House in 
2021 but was never taken up 
in the Senate.

Illinois law already allows 
for single-occupancy bath-
rooms to be designated for 
all genders, but Stuart’s bill 
would allow an all-gender des-
ignation for bathrooms that 

accommodate two or more 
people. 

The bill sets out standards 
that all-gender bathrooms 
would have to meet, such as 
“inclusive signage” that does 
not indicate any speci�ic gen-
der; stall dividers with func-
tioning locks controlled by the 
user; and partitions for each 
urinal, if urinals are present.

In addition, if such bath-
rooms are part of a newly con-
structed building or a building 
undergoing major renovation, 
they would have to comply 
with requirements of the fed-
eral Americans with Disabili-
ties Act and the Illinois Acces-
sibility Code. Each toilet stall 
would have to include a small 
trash receptacle, and it would 
have to have at least one vend-
ing machine for menstruation 
supplies and one baby diaper 
changing station.

The bill also provides that 
any multi-occupancy restroom 
could be converted to an 
all-gender restroom. But if an-
other single-gender multi-oc-
cupancy restroom is located 
adjacent to or near the all-gen-
der restroom, both would have 

to be designated as all-gender 
facilities.

The bill passed out of the 
House Human Services Com-
mittee on Feb. 22 on a 6-3 vote 
after only brief discussion. But 
just a few days later, Stuart 
said she was forced to cancel 
a planned constituent coffee 
event in Collinsville, “due to 
violent threats and malicious 
information being spread by 
special interest groups about 
bathroom privacy and safety 
legislation.”

“Yeah, there was some, I 
think, deliberately incendi-
ary information being touted, 
real falsities about what was 
in the bill that was leading to, 
you know, frankly, threats and 
things that I didn’t want to ex-
pose my staff and the public 
to,” Stuart said during an inter-
view Thursday. “So we chose 
to cancel a public event.”

She said when the 2021 bill 
passed, there was more de-
bate about it on the �loor of the 
House than there was Thurs-
day, but she did not receive 
the kinds of personal attacks 
and threats over it that she re-
ceived this year.

“I think it’s just the general 
mood,” she said. “Unfortunate-
ly, we’ve gotten to kind of a 
real ugly place in our politics 
where people stoke division 
and fear and hate for political 
gain. And they’re not ashamed 
to lie in the process.”

She stressed that the bill 
does not mandate that any 
bathroom be designated for all 
genders, but only allows build-
ing owners to do so if they 
choose.

The bill was just one of hun-
dreds of bills the House has 
voted on this week as it nears 
a Friday deadline for most bills 
to pass out of the House and be 
sent to the Senate. The Senate 
has a similar deadline to send 
its bills to the House by next 
Friday, March 30.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonpro�it, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment. It is distributed to more 
than 400 newspapers state-
wide, as well as hundreds of ra-
dio and TV stations. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation.

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 

House passed a bill Wednesday 
that would prohibit libraries 
from banning books or other 
material because of partisan or 
doctrinal pressure, prompting 
strong opposition from Republi-
cans who called it an assault on 
local control.

House Bill 2789 is an initia-
tive of Democratic Secretary of 
State Alexi Giannoulias, whose 
of�ice oversees the Illinois State 
Library and administers several 
grant programs for public and 
school libraries as well as adult 
literacy programs throughout 
the state.

The bill would require that 
as a condition of qualifying 
for those grants in the future, 
libraries or library systems 
would have to adopt a written 
policy prohibiting the practice 
of banning books. Alternatively, 
they could adopt the American 
Library Association’s Library 
Bill of Rights, which includes 
a statement that “(m)aterials 
should not be proscribed or re-
moved because of partisan or 
doctrinal disapproval.”

The bill came in response to 
a wave of high-pro�ile contro-
versies throughout the country, 
including at least one in Illinois. 
School districts and public li-
braries have come under pres-
sure to remove certain material 
from their collections, often ma-
terial dealing with issues involv-
ing race, sexuality and gender 
identity.

“Banning books is the sort of 
behavior that was once, for good 
reason, associated with the 

worst, most repressive and re-
pugnant authoritarian regimes 
of the mid-20th century and 
before,” the bill’s lead sponsor 
Rep. Anne Stava-Murray, D-Na-
perville, said during debate on 
the House �loor. “The fact that 
this is even up for discussion 
in America in the 21st century 
is disgusting. And yet, just last 
year in my district, that discus-
sion was spurred on by a few 
radical parents and the Proud 
Boys hate group over a book 
called ‘Gender Queer.’”

That book is a memoir by 
Maia Kobabe about a nonbinary 
person grappling with issues of 
gender identity and sexuality as 
a teenager and young adult. Ac-
cording to the New York Times, 
it has been pulled from library 
shelves in dozens of school dis-
tricts around the country.

One of the school districts 
that came under pressure to 
remove the book was Commu-
nity High School District 99, in 
Downers Grove, in Stava-Mur-
ray’s district. According to a 
June 2022 Chicago Sun-Times 
story, the pressure was gener-
ated by a group of conservative 
parents and members of the 
Proud Boys, but students in the 
district pushed back and the 
board eventually voted unani-
mously to keep the book on the 
shelves.

“Students led a communi-
ty-supported effort in my dis-
trict to keep the book in the li-
brary,” Stava-Murray said. “But 
kids shouldn’t have to be the 
heroes… Nobody is forcing you 
or your children to check out or 
purchase or read these books. 
If they are not consistent with 
your personal beliefs, don’t read 

them.”
PEN American, in a report on 

book bans around the country, 
identi�ied �ive enforced bans in 
the state between July 2021 and 
June 2022, including 3 bans of 
Gender Queer. 

Some Republicans, howev-
er, argued that public libraries 
are governed by locally elected 
boards, and that those boards 
should have the authority to 
decide how best to serve their 
communities.

“I �ind this a complete assault 
on local control,” said Rep. Mar-
tin McLaughlin, R-Barrington 
Hills. “… These people volunteer 
as nonpartisan elected local of-
�icials, and for the state to tell a 
local library board, ‘listen to the 
professionals; follow the pro-
fessionals’ – I don’t understand 
why we have local elections any-
more if a bill like this passes.”

Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer, 
R-Jacksonville, said that he used 
to serve on his local library 
board and when his own chil-
dren visit the library, they are 
accompanied by a parent. But 
he said that is not necessarily 
the case when they are at school 
using the school library.

“I am not for banning books 
at all,” he said. “I am for age-ap-
propriate materials. And so, if a 
parent wants their kid to have 
those age-appropriate materi-
als, they can certainly get them 
for them. I don’t think that a 
librarian is the end-all, be-all 
decision maker in the state of 
Illinois on what books should be 
given to a child.”

Stava-Murray, however, re-
jected those arguments, saying 
the bill would only add another 
condition onto the rules to qual-

ify for grants administered by 
the secretary of state. Last year, 
the of�ice awarded more than 
1,600 grants totaling more than 
$62 million, including a $4,300 
grant to Downers Grove Com-
munity High School District 99.

“In terms of the argument 
about local control, I �ind that 
disgusting. Local Control has 
long been a dog whistle for al-
lowing statewide or nationwide 
racist or bigoted policies to 
persist,” she said, eliciting loud 
boos from the Republican side 
of the aisle. “Today, I just strong-
ly urge my colleagues to do the 
right thing and make sure that 
access to books is not infringed 
upon in our state.”

The bill passed the House 69-
39 with all of the no votes com-
ing from Republicans. Three 
Democrats and one Republican 
were recorded as present but 
not voting. The bill next goes to 
the Senate for consideration.

“Public and school libraries 
are facing unprecedented cen-
sorship of books and resources, 
not just in Illinois but through-
out the nation,” Giannoulias said 
in a statement after the vote. 
“This important �irst-in-the-na-
tion legislation combats book 
banning and upholds freedom 
of speech, which America has al-
ways stood for. I applaud the Il-
linois House of Representatives 
for passing this important mea-
sure and encourage the State 
Senate to do the same.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonpro�it, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government. It is distributed to more 
than 400 newspapers statewide, as well 
as hundreds of radio and TV stations. It 
is funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
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