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year and that game could 
have gone either way.  I left 
there happier than I was af-
ter we beat Urbana by 19 
runs because we looked like 
the team that I’ve expect-
ed to have.  Last night, we 
went extra innings against 
Windsor.  When you have 8 
games scheduled in a week, 
it’s a “good time” to have 
two extra-inning games in a 
row. Unity was a good game 
but the weather conditions 
were horrible, but Unity had 
to play in the same condi-
tions we did, so we just have 
to overcome things like that.  
Last year, we started out hit-
ting the ball so well, but we 
peaked too early.  This year, I 
feel like being knocked down 
a few times might allow us to 
peak a little later.  I tell them 
all the time that what mat-
ters is how we’re playing in 

May.  I don’t sleep too well at 
night after we don’t play well 
now, but I think that in the 
long run, it will help us.

You don’t shy away from 
playing top competition ei-
ther.  Is that intentional?

It’s very intentional.  We 
start out our seasons that 
way.  Then, when we get into 
conference play and play 
against some of these 1A 
teams that we’re going to see 
in the postseason and them 
games seem a little easier.  
Usually, by now, we’d have 
gone to Tennessee and played 
a lot of big-time schools 
down there.  We switched it 
up a bit this year. We’re going 
to go to Kentucky in May. It’s 
by design that we play tough 
teams early and figure out 
our weaknesses so that we’ll 
be a better team in May.  

You have some youngsters 
that are in the lineup.  I saw 
that Izzy hit her first homer 
the other day?

She’s hit two for us now.  

Piper Kiser’s playing middle 
infield for us. She has a great 
bat.  It’s a big jump from ju-
nior high to high school.  In 
practice, she hits it as hard 
as anyone, but she’s strug-
gled a bit in games.  It can 
be a little bit overwhelm-
ing.  She’s pitching for us and 
she’s done well in the circle.  
Hayden Thomas is another 
freshman contributor.  She’s 
super-fast and can track 
down anything in the out-
field, but she’s struggled a bit 
at the plate.  The last couple 
games, she’s been starting to 
figure some things out.  

It just seems like it’s a pro-
gram now.  You don’t have a 
good team every couple of 
years and then fall off the 
map and have to fight your 
way back up.  Is that a good 
assessment?

That’s a good assessment. 
Every couple of years, you 
get three or four and with a 
1A school, if you 5 or 6 good 

players you can usually com-
pete.

Where and when are you 
going to Kentucky?

We’ll be going to Owens-
boro, KY on May 5th and 6th.   
We had always went to Ten-
nessee, but during covid, we 
couldn’t go, but the kids still 
wanted to have a trip and we 
found this one.  They have 
great facilities and competi-
tion, but it’s a little bit closer.  
Last year we went to Ten-
nessee, and this year we are 
going to Owensboro.  I think 
that we’ll alternate between 
the two, moving forward.  

You’re playing schools with 
two or three thousand kids in 
them at these tournaments, 
right?

I just got our schedule and 
we’ll be playing Owensboro 
Catholic, Breckinridge, Colo-
rado which I believe would 
be a 4A school  in Illinois.  I’m 
not sure who our final game 
will be against, but I’m sure 
they’re bigger than a school 
of 200.  

It’s got to be a real confi-
dence booster for you ladies 
to be able to compete against 
and beat schools like that, 
right?

It is.  We always play bet-
ter against teams we know 
nothing about.  We get hung 
up on “Oh, we’re playing 
Unity or we’re playing St. Joe 
or we’re playing Tuscola.”  
They get it in their heads 
that they’re bigger and bet-
ter than they are.  I think that 
sometimes they make them 
out to be better than they ac-
tually are.  They don’t know 
anything about Casey.  They 
didn’t know until after the 
game that they were ranked 
#1 in the state in 2A until af-
ter the game when we told 
them, and they played far 
better than they did when we 
played Unity.  I think that it 
benefits us to not know any-
thing about them and then 
we play them, we can explain 
that they have 2000 kids in 
their school and that’s a big 
confidence boost.  

Are you still as confident 
in their potential as you were 
before the season began?  

I still feel good about that.  
We’ve exposed our weak-
nesses and we know what 
we have to work on.  I keep 
telling them that we have all 
the pieces, and we just need 
to figure out how to put them 
together.  We’ve messed with 
our lineups, I don’t think 
we’ve had the exact same 
lineup for any two games 
this season.  We’re still figur-
ing out who best fits where 
and what’s the best combi-
nation we can put out.  I’ve 
thrown 4 different pitchers 
and we’re still figuring it out, 
but they’ve got a ton of po-
tential.

Logan (Lillard) seems to 
have been pitching into a lot 
of bad luck, right?

Bad luck!  She’s recently 
changed her motion, which 
down the road is going to 
help her a lot, but we’re still 
working out a lot of kinks on 
that.  

Good luck for the rest of 
the season. 

Thank you. 
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THE BLOCK FAMILY celebrates Jeana Block’s 100th win as Villa Grove High School softball coach. 
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