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Personal
side

Before I get into this
story tonight let me make
it clear that my politics
haven’'t changed. 1 lean
to the right and my politics
are conservative. Not that I
haven’t voted for a Democrat
a time or two in my lifetime
but, since Ronald Regan I've
been loyal to the Republican
values and beliefs. Today, I
have no idea how the 2024
Republican primary elec-
tion for president is going to
shake out. If you believe any
of the polls out there, most of
them have Trump with 60%
to Desantis’ 20% voter ma-
jority among Republicans. I
think it's way too early to put
much stock in any poll. I'm
worried because I think the
Democrats have a strategy
that may very well work for
them if they can find a way to
get Joe Biden out of the way
other than agreeing to have
him impeached.

They have Trump tied up
in so many legal battles both
criminal and civil that I'm not
sure even he can survive the
onslaught. The latest rumor
is that he may be charged
criminally for his alleged
role in the January 6, 2020
mayhem at the Capitol. One
of those charges would not
allow Trump to bond imme-
diately meaning he would be
incarcerated for who knows
howlong. The timing of these
charges will for sure be stra-
tegically announced at a time
that will do the most damage
to his campaign efforts. But
there’s a catch to this plan.
The Democrats first want to
make sure they can tear Ron
Desantis down enough that
he is no threat to them either.
I believe the Democrats fear
Ron Desantis. [ think they
believe Desantis beats Joe
Biden in the general election
or anyone else the Demo-
crats might put forth in their
own primary election. Dem-
ocrats want a head to head
with Donald Trump again in
the 2024 race but they have
to be careful to make sure
they aren’t the reason Trump
drops out before the primary
races. They need Trump to
eliminate Desantis in the Re-
publican primary to insure
their Trump/Biden rematch.

So why beat up on Desan-
tis already? The media hype
attacking Desantis is for Re-
publican voters. Democrats
want Republican voters to
stay the course with Trump
through the primary. Af-
ter the primary is over and
Trump wins, the Depart-
ment of Justice will bom-
bard Trump with additional
criminal prosecutions. I be-
lieve Trump will be charged
for election interference in
Georgia and also in Wash-
ington DC for his alleged
role in the January 6 chaos at
the Capitol. The plan is that
these prosecutions will keep
Trump tied up in and out of
court. It will also keep the
biased news media talking
about just Trump’s criminal
problems and nothing about
his bid for the White House.
Should this plan come to
fruition it just might work.
There could be enough Re-
publicans and independents
vote Democrat or not vote at
all that allow Biden to win a
second term. I think it’s real-
istic to believe that the 2024
election will put a Democrat
back in the White House.
That scares the hell out of
me.

The Republican

party

needs their own game plan
to block the Biden/Harriss
craziness from happening
again. This country won't
survive another four years
of these bumbling idiots
fronting for whoever is re-
ally calling the shots in the
Democratic presidency. Al-
most 70% of Americans do
not think Biden should run
again. A percentage that
high means Democrats have
weighed in negatively also.
However, those same Demo-
crats will vote for him again
if it’s a choice between Biden
and Trump. And if somehow
Desantis should win the Re-
publican primary, would the
Trump voters vote for De-
santis in the general election
without Trump asking them
too? Would Trump back De-
santis? So now what? If not
Desantis loses.

Okay I'm going out on a
limb here. I've listened in-
tently to three interviews
and read as much asIcan find
about Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 1
like what he has to say. He's
definitely not a Joe Biden fol-
lower. He has his own ideas
on how to get our top govern-
ment agencies back to bi par-
tisan organizations. It starts
with removing all of those at
the top immediately and pro-
moting from within. I like
that. The FBI, CIA, and DOJ
all have failed the American
people. It's not because of
those people really doing the
jobs they were hired to do
but, it’s the people at the top
of these agencies that have
run afoul. They have weap-
onized their departments to
work against Republicans.
So much has come out in
the news over the past three
months that even the biased
news media are beginning to
report on the alleged illegal
activity these departments
have been engaged in. Whis-
tleblowers from all three
agencies have come forward
to tell what they know. They
are airing all of the corrupt-
ness that has been going on
over the years. Kennedy be-
lieves now and from the be-
ginning the COVID debacle
was a falsehood promoted
by unsubstantiated science
and outright lies. 1 agree. He
believes China is our number
one threat in the world and
that our trade agreements
with China need to be bro-
ken or modified substantial-
ly. I agree. Kennedy believes
the federal government had
no legal authority to close
down businesses, schools,
and social gatherings dur-
ing the alleged pandemic. I
agree. Finally, when Ken-
nedy was asked if he would
serve as a department head
in a Republican administra-
tion if asked, he said depend-
ing on the agency that he
would. He would because
he wants the politics out and
what’s best for Americans in.
I'm of the opinion that if we
can’t elect a Republican back
in the White House, Repub-
licans need to find a way to
put Kennedy in. The election
is seventeen months away
so [ will reserve my right to
change my position as more
information comes out about
all of the candidates.

(The views and opinions
expressed in the submitted
columns are those of the au-
thor and do not necessar-
ily reflect the position of The
Journal.)
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..MEANS BETTER HEARING FOR YOU

Homer Community Building
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e Free Electronic Hearing Test
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eIn Home Service on Request
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Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

DO YOU RECOGNIZE this week’s Back in the Day photo? If so, drop us a note at The Journal. Your efforts will be rewarded.

10 years ago
June 5, 2013

In the absence of Mayor
Dan Kleiss and city Adminis-
trator Drew Hoel, Councilmanl
Boyd Henderson was appoint-
ed mayor pro tem by the other
seven council members in at-
tendance at the May 28 city
council meeting. TEDI director
Brian Moody briefed council
members on a tentative plan
for using the vacated First Na-
tional Bank building (formerly
Midwest Galleries) located at
100 North Main Street.

Twenty-five years ago, the
Ford F-150 was a new Ford
dealer owner Tim Mooney’s
best-selling vehicle. Fast for-
ward a quarter century and
that same make and mod-
el still tops the selling list,
though with a higher price tag
($25,000 vs $40,000) an far
more complex computer tech-
nology on board. Some things
change, some things stay the
same, that’s true of most as-
pects of life, and certainly is
the case for the Mooney Ford
from 1988 to 2013, as the
business marks its 25th anni-
versary.

Community members who
have been kicking around the
possibility of having a school-
sanctioned co-ed soccer team
did not score a goal when it
came down to a vote by school
board members at the May 27
meeting.

20 years ago
June 3,2003

The TCHS Class of 2003
formally made its way into

Al

the alumni category follow-
ing commencement exercises
May 30, with 62 graduates
taking part in the ceremony.
Valedictory speeches were
given by Justin Bozarth, Ma-
rissa McCumber, and Bonnie
Obrecht.

The Tuscola softball team
ended its record-breaking
season on a sour note, falling
in six innings by the 10-run
rule to perennial powerhouse
Casey-Westfield in the region-
al championship game. The
Warrior baseball team went
down swinging in first-round
sectional action, losing 2-1 to
a strong Potomac squad in a
seven-inning thriller.

Individual hardware win-
ners at the TCHS spring sports
awards night included the fol-
lowing. Softball: Kristen Ochs,
Most Improved; Marissa Mc-
Cumber, Most RBI, co-MVP;
Amanda Hance, co-MVP; Jes-
sica Laley, Highest Batting Av-
erage. Baseball: Craig Roberts,
Most Improved; Andy Pollock,
Most RBI, co-MVP, Highest
Batting Average; Nick Kidwell,
co-MVP. Girls Track: Whit-
ney McGillen, co-track MVP;
Johanna Wienke, field MVP;
Anne Mecum, co-track MVP.
Boys Track: Ryan Bonner,
co-MVP, 4-Year Track Award;
Austin Hogue, co-MVP, 4-Year
Field Award.

The day after graduating
from TCHS, Austin Hogue
traveled to Charleston for the
[HSA track meet finals, where
he earned second place in the
discus and third place in the
shot.

30 years ago
June 1, 1993

Tuscola shot putter Jeff
Hettinger claimed Tuscola’s
first state track championship
since 1933 when his throw of
58-1.25 eclipsed the Class A
field. Hettinger finished the
season unbeaten.

Individual award winners
at the TCHS spring sports
banquet included the follow-
ing. Boys Track: Jeff Hettinger,
4-Year Field Award, co-MVP;
Matt Daniel, 4-Year Track
Award, co-MVP. Girls Track:
Patty McDaniel, Kim VonLan-
ken, Holly Sluder, Tracy Baird,
co-MVP; Patty McDaniel, Most
Promising  Underclassman.
Baseball: Caleb Englehardt,
co-MVP, co-Most RBI; Mat-
thew Wingstrom, Freshman
Award; Jim Bowen, Highest
Batting Average; Toby Ring,
co-MVP; Aaron Hastings, co-
Most RBI.

40 years ago
June 7, 1983

The official grand opening
of the Edward D. Jones office
in Tuscola was held recently,
complete with ribbon cutting.
The office was being managed
by Jim Kleiss and assistant Ja-
nis Davis.

Despite cool winds and
rain, the Tuscola Public Pool
opened May 29 with 77 swim-
mers in attendance. Family
season passes were $40 for
Tuscola residents and $60 for
non-residents. Single season
passes were $20 and $30.

Tuscola radio station WITT-
FM would soon be under the

- L

new ownership of Frederick
Rogers, a U of I professor and
Champaign businessman.

50 years ago
May 31, 1973

Tuscola and Douglas Coun-
ty police placed a hold on two
Arkansas men charged here
with auto theft as the two
men were wanted in Texas
for armed robbery, attempted
murder, aggravated battery,
aggravated assault, and felony
auto theft.

A Douglas County circuit
court jury returned a judg-
ment of $200,000 against Mar-
athon Oil and in favor of Bur-
leigh Davis at 6 p.m. Saturday.
The verdict, presented by jury
foreman Harold Townsend,
was the highest injury pay-
ment ever allowed in Douglas
County circuit court.

Senior TCHS honor stu-
dents invited to the Tuscola
Rotary Club luncheon in-
cluded John Kalmar, Pat Horn,
Brent Ochs, Kim Dillon, Ruth
Fauke, Larayne Dallas, Barb
Meyer, Karen Waite, Janice
Kennedy, and Cindy Bateman.

Tuscola claimed four plac-
es in field events in the Area
Best track meet held at Mil-
likin University last week. Phil
Waters was third in the high
jump, John Kalmar was sec-
ond in discus, Dave Trinkle
was third and Roger Galloway
sixth in the shot put. In track
events, Rick Izquierdo placed
fifth in the 100-yard dash, the
mile relay team earned fourth
place, and the 880-relay team
placed fifth.
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EYE CARE

To advertise in the
Business Directory, email

jamie@thetuscolajournal.com

Chittick Family
Eye Care

*Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

«Contact Lenses

*Custom Vision Correction

*Digital Retinal Exam

*Glaucoma detection and management

10 W. Adams - Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

VETERINARY

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DMV

Q.W.F Electric

Electrical Work Wanted

Upgrade your existing lights
and 4-8 ft. Flourescent
lights to LED’s and save $

Call Dan at

217-722-2259

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

INSURANCE

AMERICAN CENTRAL
INSURANCE SERVICES

Group Employee Benefits

Individual Medical

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine
Hours:
Monday-Friday Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday by Appointment
Phone: (217) 834-3472

-Dental Medicare
_Vision Supplement,
_Short Term Advantage,

and Part D
-Life

Sherri L. Stewart

Insurance Broker
sherri@americancentralins.com

(866) 549-2247

304 E. Southline Rd., Suite A., Tuscola




