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BRIEFS
Free pressure canning testing

Pressure canning is a safe way to preserve low-acid veg-
etables, such as potatoes and green beans, meats, and other 
foods at home. University of Illinois Extension recommends 
testing dial-gauge pressure canners each year for accuracy. 
Over time, the needle on the gauges can move out of place. 
When canning foods at home, having an accurate gauge means 
safer canning and lower risk of foodborne illnesses.

University of Illinois Extension will test your dial-gauge 
pressure canners for free on June 23. Canner lids can be 
brought to the Arthur Produce Auction that morning or lids 
can be dropped off any time before that date at the Moul-
trie-Douglas Extension Of�ice located at 304 E. Progress in Ar-
thur. Of�ice hours are 8 a.m.–12 noon and 1–4:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. Testing will take place the afternoon of 
June 23 at the of�ice and owners of the lids that have been 
dropped off can pick them up any time after that date. 

Testing is designed for dial-gauge pressure canners. 
Weighted-gauge pressure canners do not need testing. For 
additional resources on canning, visit the Food Preservation 
Resources page from University of Illinois Extension online at  
https://extension.illinois.edu/food/food-preservation.

Shalynn’s Shuffl e 5k
Shalynn’s Shuf�le 5k is set for 7:30 a.m. Saturday, June 

10 at Atwood-Hammond Grade School. Register online at 
https://raceroster.com/events/2023/73096/5th-annu-
al-shalynns-shuf�le.

Weather forecast
Wednesday: A 30 percent chance of showers and thunder-

storms after 1pm. Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. South 
southeast wind around 7 mph.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 66. 
South southeast wind 7 to 9 mph.

Thursday: A 30 percent chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1pm. Mostly sunny, with a high near 89.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 66.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 91.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 66.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 91.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 66.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 91.
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The 2023 Freedom Cele-
bration Parade in Arthur will 
take place Saturday, July 1 at 
2 p.m. “A Star-Spangled Home-
town Salute” is the theme 
for the 29th annual parade. 
Individuals, organizations, 

churches, and businesses in-
terested in participating in the 
parade should call Stephanie 
Wierman at 217-620-7460 
to request a form or stop by 
the Welcome Center at 106 E. 
Progress to pick up a form.  

Sponsored by Arthur Area 
Association of Commerce, the 
line-up for the parade will 
begin at 12:30 p.m. in the old 
Progress Tank Facility (402 E. 
Progress St.) and the parade 
will step-off promptly at 2 
p.m.  Only parade participants 
are allowed in the line-up 
area. Drop off area for parade 
participants will be at 402 E. 
Progress St., which is the en-
trance to the plant.

The Freedom Celebration 
Parade route will run west on 
Progress Street to Vine Street, 
turns left on Vine Street and 
travels through downtown Ar-
thur, turns left off Vine Street 

on to Logan Street, and then 
left again on Pine Street and 
ends back at Progress Street.

The Arthur American Le-
gion Post #479 will be hand-
ing out American �lags along 
the parade route again this 
year.

People are encouraged 
to bring their lawn chairs to 
watch the parade anywhere 
along the route with their fam-
ilies, friends, and neighbors. 
Kids and kids at heart don’t 
forget to bring a bag for candy!

Parade entries should re-
member to report to for line 
up between 12:30 and 1:45 
p.m. on July 1.

Douglas County Real Estate 
Tax Bills went in the mail on 
Friday, May 26. Due dates are 
Wednesday, July 5, and Tues-
day, September 5. Treasuer 
Bobbi Rairden said, “Please 
read the back of your tax bill. 
Many questions can be an-
swered there. There is also 

contact information for each 
of�ice and the duties of each of-
�ice in regards to the tax cycle.” 
You can also go to the county’s 
website at www.douglascoun-
tyil.gov and click on Depart-
ments and then Treasurer for 
information, forms, and pay-
ment options.

Property tax bills mailed

ARCOLA MAYOR JESUS GARZA joins in the fun as he and 
12-year-old Tristan Marroquin battle at the city’s new splash 
pad on opening day last Wednesday. The water feature is 
now closed, however, as residents logged numerous com-
plaints that the concrete surface was too slick and caused 
kids to fall. The city is working on a solution to the problem. 
The mayor hopes to have the splash pad back in service by 
June 11 for Kid’s Day in Arcola. Photo by David Porter.

ABOVE IS AN ARTIST’S PAINTING of a proposed $600,000 
“Broom Palace” modeled after a temporary structure made 
out of broom corn in 1898 in Arcola. Pat Monahan brought 
the proposal to the Arcola City Council saying he thinks it 
would bring tourists and help �ill empty storefronts. He said 
Libman Company, the largest U.S. manufacturer of cleaning 
products, has committed to locating an outlet store there. 
The building would be located on the former Metropolitan 
Block near where the original structure stood. 


