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Better Newspapers buys Missouri radio group
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Monday thru  
Saturday 

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

We Sell It & Service It
BUYING POWER - We are a 

member of a $17 Billion buying 
organization.  The majority of our 
appliances are priced at or below 
home improvement store prices.  

Don’t sacrifice quality service 
before or after the sale.

BUY FROM A LOCALLY 
OWNED BUSINESS!

LOWEST 
PRICES 

IN STORE!

1/2 Mile South of Arthur, Illinois
Mon.-Friday 8-5; Sat. 8-3

PHONE (217) 543-2082

MAKE HIS DAY

• Side Gore

• Journey 
   Mesh

#606

2062 CR 1800 E • Arthur, IL 61911
1/2 Mile South of Arthur • Ph. 217-543-4093

Open 8-5 Monday-Friday, 8-3 Saturday  - Closed Sunday

Your Home and Backyard Store
Lots of New 

Camping Chair
Options 

To Choose From

• Charcoal Fired
• 304 Stainless

• Fully Insulated

By Zachary Daum
Midwest-centric Better 

Newspapers, publisher of this 
newspaper, is expanding into 
radio broadcasting with the 
purchase of �ive radio stations 
in Missouri from Ozark Ra-
dio Network. These stations 
include country radio sta-
tion KKDY of West Plains, Mo. 
(102.5), classic country sta-
tion KUKU of Willow Springs, 

Mo. (100.3), “The Fox 96.9” 
KUPH of Mountain View, Mo., 
classic rock station “Q-94” 
KSPQ of West Plains, Mo., and 
News-talk KWPM (1450.) The 
deal also includes the West 
Plains, Mo., licensed AM trans-
lator K286CK at 105.1, which 
simulcasts KWPM.

Based in Mascoutah, Bet-
ter Newspapers, led by Pub-
lisher Greg Hoskins, is a fam-

ily-owned company that now 
operates 35 publications in 
Illinois and Missouri. Hoskins 
purchased his �irst newspaper 
in Mascoutah in 1991, where 
he formed Better Newspapers, 
Inc. 

Ozark Radio Network, run 
by husband and wife, Tom and 
Shawn Marhe�ka, set out to 
continue the legacy started by 
Shawn’s grandfather, Robert 

Neathery Sr. in 1947. Hoskins 
will see this legacy continue.

This is Hoskins’ �irst for-
ay into radio and he is both 
optimistic and excited to see 
his stations thrive. “We hope 
to continue the traditions of 
the incredibly capable staff 
already present at our radio 
stations and hold strong to the 
ideals of journalistic integrity,” 
said Hoskins.

CHILDREN’S DAY Sunday in Arcola was moved indoors to the Arcola Center due to rain. The bounce house was a tight �it, 
but scores of children enjoyed face painting, games, food and fun, and dozens of prizes were handed out. Mayor Jesus Garza 
has made Children’s Day an annual community event. Photo by David Porter. 


